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GHAPIER® i) 
THE LIGHT AND THE DARKNESS. 


“I am the Light of the World,” said Jesus. Never 
in the history of mankind did a sane man utter such 
an arrogant statement of personal consequence. It 
is the challenge of time. And time has vindicated 
the claim. He made this declaration to a body of 
obscure men in a land that was most despised ; and 
of a race that has ever since borne the contempt 
of a proud and persecuting humanity. 


His assumption was accentuated by the facts of 
His life. He was able to challenge His critics 
with the unparalleled query, “Which of you con- 
victeth me of sin?” He was the embodiment of 
humility as He ministered ceaselessly to the needs 
of the many applicants for His sympathy, even as- 
serting that He was “meek and lowly in heart.” 

His death and reputed resurrection were followed 
by a situation in the city that rejected Him, with- 
out an equal in all the world’s record. His follow- 
ers, confessedly “ignorant and unlearned men,” ad- 
mitting that they themselves had not understood 
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His claim before His death, stir the city with such 
a fervor that thousands in a few months are con- 
verted to the faith of His unique Sonship of God 
and His identification with all the Old Testament 
prophecies of Messiahship. The effect of this 
evangelism proves the contention of the apostles 
that they did not of themselves found this faith, 
nor in their own wisdom announce it. They credit 
to the Holy Spirit of God the potency which act- 
uates them, and live lives which demonstrate that 
contention—simple, sweet, unoffending and con- 
secrated to the one aim of unselfishly conferring 
upon others the joy they had begun to taste. They 
performed many works of blessing, which were ac- 
cepted by those who received their ministry or wit- 
nessed to them, as evidence that the great God was 
working in the midst of men. 


We all know the story of the remaining pages of 
the New Testament. Like a contagion, this faith 
spread over the then known world. Before the 
close of the first century, the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ pierced Britain on the west and Baby- 
lonia on the east, making advance south into Egypt 
and north into the land of the barbarians. 


To any acute observer, comprehending this mar- 
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vellous development, a natural perspective would 
rise before the vision. Surely this will lead to a 
condition of universal blessedness. It had all the 
qualities. Wherever the Gospel was preached and 
received, lives were transformed and communities 
were bettered. And the devotion of the followers 
of the teaching was so deep that the fires of perse- 
cution failed to extinguish the flame of affection 
for an unseen Saviour. The Roman government, 
iron-like in its terror towards all who dared refuse 
to worship the deities, was powerless to stem the 
tide of converts that swelled according to the num- 
ber of martyrs. 


But why should not all men be the recipients of 
the Light? This is one of the staggering questions 
of time. We know that the very Sanhedrin which 
condemned the Lord Jesus, flogged and imprisoned 
His apostles. We know that proud Greece, lofty in 
wisdom, sodden in wealth and luxury turned it 
down with scorn. We know, alas, that wherever 
Christianity has been presented, the many who have 
believed have been outmatched by the myriads who 
have repudiated the call to repentance. History 
points with silent hand to the fact that Christianity 
has not kept pace with the growth of the population 


of the earth. 
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Perhaps not all Christians realize that this per- 
plexing result was anticipated by our Lord and His 
apostles. And it is thereby a perpetual evidence 
of the inspiration of the words they uttered re- 
garding the future. Given all the essentials of 
Christianity, with the dread fact of sin, which has 
never changed its color, nor mitigated its enormity 
of power for harm to the race; given all that the 
New Testament provides for the redemption of 
men from the thraldom of evil, its rejection is in- 
explicable—save for one dread fact. There must 
be a power that malignantly robs man of his great- 
est boon, the gift of eternal life; and God must 
have an inscrutable purpose in permitting that pow- 
er to defeat the loving heart of the Son of God, who 
cried unto men, with touching appeal, “Come unto 
me and I will give you rest.” 


Because the Church of today is still holding to 
the persistent hope that the world is growing more 
and more into the ideal of Christian aspiration and 
that eventually the whole world will acknowledge 
Jesus as King, the present estate of the world has 
become an enigma unsolvable. Before this fright- 
ful war which has plunged all nations into the vor- 
tex of financial ruin and robbed humanity of the 
best of its sons, this school of thinkers declared 


The Light and the Darkness II 


that war could never again visit the earth. The 
Peace Palace at the Hague stood as a memorial of 
the universal brotherhood of nations. Christian 
standards of right had at last triumphed; and the 
door step to the temple of the millennium was in 
sight. 

We now know that one nation, skilled in the most 
intricate processes of the art of war, was silently 
permitting this dream to mature, and while the 
dreamers were sweetly beholding visions of the con- 
version of the world, was filling the nations with 
despicable spies, occupying positions of trust, and 
betraying those who were nursing them in the bonds 
of friendship and loyalty. Granaries were stocked 
with food reserves; ammunitions manufactured 
with feverish anticipation of “The Day.” The na- 
tion was schooled and trained in the doctrine that 
“might makes right,’ and that that nation was to 
create a new Kultur by the “iron fist.” Even the 
children were sullied in their innocence by this na- 
tional insanity. The revelations which have come 
to the world of the diabolical purposes resident be- 
neath this education which for forty and more 
years was bred and nourished in the very prayers 
of the people, were hideously discovered when the 
wholly unexpected resistance of little Belgium call- 
ed forth such a display of ungovernable savagery 
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as modern minds could not have believed possible 
in the assumed advanced civilization of the world. 
The “unspeakable Turk” had found a Christian 
companion, whose capacity for atrocity was sur- 
passingly beyond that of an ignorant and supersti- 
tious bigotry which has made Mohammedanism the 
terror of mankind. 


This excursus is offered to arouse the reader to 
a sense of the clearly defined New Testament fact 
that the “Light of the World” should become ob- 
scured by the “Powers of Darkness.” Our Lord de- 
scribes in the parable of Matt. 13 the growing of 
the tares among the wheat; of the insertion of the 
leaven in the measure of meal; of the foul birds 
of the air, nestling in the branches of the tree; of 
the net which should contain the bad as well as 
good fishes. When He contemplates the condition 
of the world that has heard and either rejected or 
mutilated His gospel, He sighs, “When the Son of 
man cometh shall he find the faith on the earth?” 
And the apostles all voice a similar prediction of 
the un-Christian character of the last days. “Some 
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits.’ “Evil men shall wax worse and worse.” 
Instead of finding a world that has grown into mil- 
lennial blessedness, St. Paul describes the coming 
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of our Lord Jesus, “in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God and that obey 
not the gospel.” 


But Christianity has not collapsed because of the 
present world condition. It is just what it always 
was, the “savor of life unto life and the savor of 
death unto death.” It comes as a blessing to those 
who bend under its benign potency; it breaks with 
unrelenting judgment those who oppose themselves. 

“Our purpose in this volume is to rid God of much 
that is charged against Him; and to place the re- 
sponsibility of affairs where it belongs. He is a 
foolish Christian who surrenders his faith in God 
because he cannot understand the awful crisis 
which mankind is facing. God is the same loving 
Father, even more tender and solicitous than ever. 
But He is waiting to have the world learn its les- 
son; the lesson of the truth of the New Testament 
prophecies; the truth that the present age is not for 
the conversion of the world, but the taking out of 
the world a people for His name (Acts 15:14) ; the 
truth that “the god of this age” still blinds the 
minds of them that believe not. 


If in one direction that blindness is symptomed 
by a national apostacy from the principles of the 
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New Testament, it may and will operate in indi- 
viduals according to the capacity of each person. 
All men are not brutal; not sensual; not avaricious; 
not bitter; not hateful. But in every life there is 
an open door for the entrance of influences which 
emanate from the powers of evil. To discover the 
possibilities of this fateful fact is our task. 


CHAPTER II. 
“THE LIGHT OF ASIA.” 


When Edwin Arnold wrote his memorable poem 
on the above title, his purpose was to open to west- 
ern minds the beauty and sublimity of the teach- 
ings of Prince Gautama, the founder of Buddhism. 
His tolerant mind could see nothing but good in 
thus discovering to his readers the mysticism of a 
people whose life and customs awaken curious in- 
- terest. Mr. Arnold could not foresee that the day 


- would come when this same mysticism would rise 


in confident serenity and invade Christianity with 
an impudent pretension of its equality with the 
faith of Him who is the Light of the World. To 
Mr. Arnold, India is “this magnificent empire of 
belief.” He avers that “the most characteristic 
habits and convictions of the Hindus are clearly 
due to the benign influences of Buddha’s precepts.” 
Again, “To Gautama has been given the stupendous 
task of the conquest of humanity; and—tho he 
discountenanced ritual, and declared himself, even 
when on the threshold of Nirvana, to be only what 
all other men might become—the love and gratitude 
of Asia, disobeying his mandate, have given him 
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fervent worship. Forests of flowers are daily laid 
upon his stainless shrines, and countless millions 
of lips daily repeat the formula, ‘I take refuge in 
Buddha.’ ” 


Notwithstanding our Lord’s knowledge of the 
condition of the world as He commissioned His dis- 
ciples to preach the gospel to all nations, many 
Christians profess to believe that for India, Budd- 
hism is the best religion. But we are now confront- 
ed by an entirely different situation. Buddhism, 
which has until recently held solely the oriental 
lands, is now a propaganda in Christian countries. 
Its sleek and well. groomed teachers, with dulcet 
voice and alluringly peaceful countenance are win- 
ning our half converted Christians to the beauty and 
repose of this cult. There are shrines in American 
homes, where devotees of this religion sniff incense 
to Buddha. American women, with adoring eyes 
gaze upon the benign face of some swami, drinking 
in his seductive doctrines and inwardly thanking 
God (or somebody or something) that at last they 
have found peace. And they learn to croon the 
mystic word “Om” with a delicious sense of its 
soothing and empowering influence. 


A correspondent in a large western city has writ- 
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ten the author a pathetic letter in which he says, 
“I may alarm you by stating that in the college 
building here, there is a shrine at which Buddha is 
worshiped. Hundreds of people, who as Presby- 
terians, Baptists or others, had professed faith in 
Christ, now twice a week gather to bow before 
this pagan shrine. Nearly all these people have 
read much along the lines of ‘New Thought.’ The 
teachers whom they follow enlighten these seekers 
after knowledge by poisoning their minds through 
the doctrine that our Lord was divine only in the 
sense that all are divine. To them, Christ was mere- 
ly a re-incarnation of Gautama. In this vicinity, 
Theosophy is luring hundreds of educated people 
away from Christianity and I believe its leaders 
claim a larger circle in existence here, than in any 
city of the world, Benares excepted.” The writer 
mentions cities of the middle west and the south- 
land into which few would suspect this propaganda 
of entering. 


In an admirable pamphlet called “The Heathen 
Invasion” Mabel Porter Daggett confirms the above 
statements and takes a country-wide view of this 
apostacy. The author makes no secret of the in- 
evitable truth that the plausible and attractive feat- 
ures of this system as now presented by the win- 
some swamis who visit our land will but prove a 
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prelude to the degrading tendencies of Buddhism 
as known for centuries in the land of its birth. 
Good Bishop Potter was deceived by the artful de- 
votees of this cult in his visit to India; for he pro- 
fessed that home life in India is ideal and the peo- 
ple most happy in the practice of their tradition- 
al beliefs. But this little book goes deeper than 
the crafty Hindoos allowed the visiting Bishop to 
penetrate. 


So placing the Hindu Scriptures, the Bhagavad- 
gita, or the Persian Scriptures, the Zenda Vesta 
above their Bibles, these modern-Christians in turn- 
ing to the Light of Asia are despising the Only Be- 
gotten Son of God, the Light of the World, in fol- 
lowing whom, no man shall walk in darkness. 


Mrs. Annie Besant, the English exponent of the 
cult, defines it as quite consistent with Christianity. 
She uses the term Theosophy in her defense of 
Buddhism addressed some ten years ago to the then 
Bishop of London. Her opening apology is couch- 
ed in these words: “My work is to show that there 
is nothing Anti-Christian in Theosophy as a school 
of thought. There is everything there (to those 
who embrace it) that will make their Christianity 
stronger and more spiritual, and nothing that will 
make them renegades from the Church of their 
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baptism.” Again, “The direct message of Theoso- 
phy is not to those who are satisfied (with their 
Christian faith) but rather to those large numbers 
of Christian men and women whose hearts are 
stirred with questioning, whose minds are bewilder- 
ed with doubts, who desire to cling to their faith 
but find their grasp upon it shaken.” “As a dry 
matter of fact, Theosophy has brought back into 
the Church, numbers of those who had either left 
the fold or were at the point of leaving it.” 


Mrs. Besant then proceeds to expound Theoso- 
phy. First, she avers that Theosophy came into the 
western world just as Huxley had expressed his 
doctrine of “agnosticism.” She resurrects the 
Greek “Gnosis” against which St. John directs his 
gospel and epistles, and assures the world that the 
hand of Theosophy has delivered to man the cer- 
tainty of the knowledge of God. 


While disclaiming that all the religions of the 
world are one and they grow from a single trunk, 
she adroitly marries Theosophy to Christianity, and 
thus exalts this united revelation of Truth into the 
realm of exclusive authority. And yet, she lowers 
her standard in the confession, “It is the duty of 
the Theosophist to study these ancient doctrines 
and translate them as best he may into modern 
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tongues. None has the right to say ‘My interpre- 
tation is the only true one’ for in this matter every 
man is a steward of the Divine Mysteries, and must 
bring as much of the riches as he can and present 
them as a part of the truth of the world.” 


According to Mrs. Besant, the unity of God as 
defined in Christianity and Theosophy is the same. 
“Next in order comes the declaration that this One, 
this Unique, Supreme Spirit, manifests Himself in 
triple form, a three-iold Unity, a Trinity, as the 
Christians would say.” Well, we may not split hairs 
over that statement. For it might fall from any pro- 
fessed evangelical pulpit. But listen to the next 
assertion: “The Theosophist goes to every religion 
of the world and expounds the fundamental unity 
of religious beliefs . . . to show to the men of 
every faith that they are sharers in the revelation of 
the Divine wisdom.” Here she divorces Christiani- 
ty from Theosophy and embraces the Egyptian 
“Book of the Dead,” and all the other sources of 
religious beliefs, which in a previous paragraph she 
has repudiated. Then she proceeds to embody in 
her scheme the Greek Logos, and “in preference to 
the names, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we speak 
of the three Logoi. The first, who appeared as the 
Will, the root of being; the second, who manifests 
as the divine Wisdom, which is knowledge inspired 
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by love; and the third, who manifests as the crea- 
tive Activity, the creative spirit, immanent in all 
matter, immanent in all forms.” 


She next treats of “the vast hosts of ministering 
spirits, the archangels and angels of the Christian 
faith.” She holds that Theosophy has restored to 
the Church the lost doctrine of angels, “those elder 
Sons of God, products of worlds other than our 
own, guiding our younger world along the lines 
traced out for it by its Divine Ruler.” ‘These vast 
hierarchies of spiritual intelligences are the pro- 
duct of the evolution of older worlds.” 


The human spirit is one with God, according to 
Mrs. Besant. There is no sense of alienation from 
God, thru sin, no redemption from the carnal mind 
and heart, no process of regeneration by which a 
guilty soul is “translated from the power of dark- 
ness into the kingdom of the Son of his love.” 

That we are God’s offspring is conceded by St. 
Paul; but the context in Acts 17 defines that son- 
ship as thru creation only. The New Testament 
insists upon another birth in order that identifica- 
tion with the Son of God shall be consummated 
(John 1:12, 13; 3:3, 5; Titus 3:5,6). When Mrs. 
Besant bolsters her affirmation by quoting our 
Lord’s words in His memorable prayer (John 17), 


22 An Angel of Light 


she nullifies her contention; for He was speaking 
of those whom God had given Him out of the 
world, the world that willed not to know Him, when 
He petitioned, “That they may be one; as Thou, 
Father, art in me and I in Thee; that they may be 
one in us” (John 17:6, 14, 16, 21). When in em- 
ploying His matchless aspiration for their oneness 
with God, she uses our Lord to uphold her theory, 
she concludes, “So that, surely, in that assertion 
also Theosophy and Christianity are at one in this 
inner divinity in man, with all the hopes that it gives 
to humanity, with all the certainty of a final a- 
chievement for all.” ; 


Mrs. Besant ingeniously works out the various 
postulates of the doctrine of the Atonement as have 
marked the controversies of the ages, and reduces 
the great truth of Calvary’s tragedy to the stagger- 
ing conclusion that “This word ‘the Christ’ means 
to us more than the name of one, however lofty or 
however holy; and to us the Christ is less an ex- 
ternal Saviour than a living presence in the human 
spirit, a presence by which the human spirit un- 
folds its innate divinity, so that in time all men 
become Christs.” 


As to prayer, this illuminated apostle of occi- 
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dentalized Buddhism, stresses “those loftier types of 
prayer, which are either ecstatic contemplation of 
the Divine Beauty and Perfection; or meditation, 
aspiration, the yearning after the knowledge of God, 
which is the truest and most effective prayer.” We 
do not deny this attitude. But our Lord Jesus dis- 
tinctly impressed upon His disciples that they should 
come to God with definite request in His name that 
God might be glorified and “that their joy should 
be full.’ All believers sometime reach the place 
where they see just what Mrs. Besant sees. Only 
those of us who have trained visions, discern in 
her attitude towards prayer that indolent fatalism 
which is the key to the oriental character. 


Having already suffered her notion of the Christ 
to leak out, she feels bound to detail more fully in 
the later part of her apology a definite statement 
of belief. “As Theosophists, we should not say 
that Christ is unique, if you apply the name exclu- 
sively to one divine Man; but if you apply the name 
of Christ to the Second Logos, the second Person 
of the Trinity, then no adoration that you pay Him 
can be too lofty nor too reverent. Only I am bound 
in honor and in honesty to say to you that I should 
say exactly the same to the Hindu in his worship 
of his presentation of that same Second Logos, 
whom he calls Vishnu; and I should tell him, as J 
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tell you, that in every religion, worship is paid to 
the same being, though a different name 1s used. 
So that, while the Christian does rightly in using 
his own name for the object of that supreme wor- 
ship, he ought not to deny the worship offered in 
other religions to the same great Logos under a 
name other than the name of Christ.” (Italics ours.) 

To some Christians this may have an appeal, but 
to those of us who have felt the power of our Lord’s 
insistent words, ““No man cometh unto the Father 
but by me,” and St. Peter’s ringing protest to the 
Sanhedrin in Jerusalem, “There is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved,” such sophistry arouses righteous indigna- 
tion. If “the word Christ is the symbolic name by 
which all teachers are to be named when they have 
reached the unity of the Father and know them- 
selves as the manifested Sons of God,” then by all 
that is just and true, historic Christianity with its 
splendid record of souls won and redeemed falls to 
the earth a helpless ruin. For, adds Mrs. Besant, 
“We cannot say that Christianity is a unique revela- 
tion and stands alone as a way to God. On the con- 
' trary, we affirm that every faith through which a 
man’s heart seeks for God shall surely lead to the 
finding of Him.” The intricacies of her argumenta- 
tion in this realm are so involved that sufficient has 
been said to enlighten us, 
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Re-incarnation, of course, is amply discussed. 
And the modern doctrine of evolution is employed 
to buttress it. There is really nothing pernicious in 
this harmless vagary. If it be true, we shall never 
know it. If it be false, it has no value. 


Her fervent peroration bears the following sen- 
tence: “We witness that man is still a living spirit, 
is still an immortal soul; and that man if he will, 
may leave the prison of the body, may unlock the 

- prison-house whilst still in the flesh about him, may 
learn the secrets of the other worlds, may mect the 
Master and bow at His blessed feet. And if The- 
osophy can bring that knowledge again back into 
Christianity, then you will know of a truth that it 
is not anti-Christian; for it puts religion on the 
rock of experience and thus places it beyond the 
storms which threaten it from research and scholar- 
ship today.” 


This lengthy analysis of Mrs. Besant’s exposi- 
tion has been presented, because she probably un- 
folds in less compass than we may find in any other 
publication, the essentials of the cult; as well as 
that she is the greatest light in occidentalized Bud- 
dhism. 

Like all trained apologetes, Mrs. Besant knows 
what not to say. As we have seen, she dilates on 
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the Father, but does not say, as she avows in her 
little book, “Why I Became a Theosophist,” that 
there is no personal God, All her grandiloquent 
phraseology masks that dull, dead thing, heathen 
pantheism. She does not denominate the great dis- 
tinctive doctrine of her cult, which is called Karma; 
as Dr. Haldeman calls it, “The iron law of a re- 
morseless necessity, the fatality of unchanging and 
unchangeable force, the great broad wheel of Jug- 
gernaut, turning round and rolling on and over ev- 
erything which is prostrate before it.” As there is 
no personal God, there is no way of seeking relief 
from the burden of sin; for God“is force only and 
knows no change in the inflexible laws of being. 
Consequently, she is silent as to the results of 
Buddhism upon the people of India for centuries 
before she was born. How it elevated a favored 
caste; how it degraded woman; how it compelled 
the young widow to throw herself upon the funeral 
pyre of her husband; how poor frenzied souls, in 
anguish over their wrong-doings, sought to relieve 
their consciences by casting their children into the 
Ghanges, or themselves under the crunching wheels 
of the Juggernaut car. She dare not complicate 
her claim that Theosophy is the long-needed com- 
plement of Christianity, by opening the door of 
mystery and disclosing the weird and incomprehen- 
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sible Mahatmas, those adepts in occultism, before 
whom only the initiated may stand; those hidden 
gnomes, who dwell in the temple-caves of Thibet, 
one of whom, Col. Olcott, a distinguished New 
York Theosophist, claims to have appeared to him. 
No! there is much it were well to hold back. And 
Mrs. Besant is wise. 


Some of the effects of this movement as seen in 
America may prepare us to hear what India her- 
self has to say. That “American women are losing 
fortunes and reason seeking the eternal youth 
promised by the swarthy priests of the far east” is 
clear to those who have access into the secrets of 
the sect. Every student of the systems of idolatry 
prevailing in Old Testament history knows that 
Baalism was essentially the worship of the sun. 
Therein lies the sarcasm of Elijah’s challenge on 
Carmel, “The god that answereth by fire.” In the 
subtle teachings of Theosophy this element is re- 
tained. The sun, not alone for its hygienic quality, 
but because of its mystic relation to this faith (if 
it can be called a faith) must be allowed the fre- 
est access to the body. Hence, the wearing of the 
lightest clothing. Mrs. Daggett writes, “On Lowell 
(Mass.) lawns, sun baths and dew baths in ‘angel 
robes’-—and as has been testified, even without 


28 An Angel of Light 


them,—have been sights to startle plain New Eng- 
land common sense.” 


An educated woman, wife of a college president, 
declares, “My husband and children are no more 
to me than any others deserving an equal regard. 
My religion teaches me that they have no claim on 
me and I am free to seek the perfect life.” 

When Mrs. Bull, the widow of Ole Bull, the fa- 
mous violinist, was on her death-bed, her daughter 
was denied admittance to the room, because she was 
“physically inharmonious in the scheme of perfec- 
tion.” A wealthy Vassar graduate, who took the 
vows of an Indian nun, became Sister Devamata. 
Concerning her alienation from her family, the dec- 
laration was made, “We know nothing of former 
relationships. She now belongs more to us than 
to her family.” The nun of this order (Kamakrish- 
na) prays to “Kali the Divine Mother.” In Hindu 
pantheism, this goddess is represented as a nude 
black woman, dancing on the body of her husband, 
the god, Siva. Her-huge tongue protrudes from 
her mouth, For ear-rings she has two human heads. 
She wears a neck-lace of human skulls. Her waist 
is belted with human hands, trophies of her de- 
structive conquest of unbelieving humanity. By the 
Theosophists she is called, “the sweet terrible one.” 


“The Light of Asia” 29 


Yoga classes take the place of the Christian Bible 
classes and to become a yoga is the patient, persis- 
tent quest of the devotees. For when the novitiate 
graduates as adept, a sixth sense is developed. 
Thereby the yoga will become endowed with psy- 
chic power, the ability to cure disease, to ward off 
old age, to prolong life indefinitely. No reasonable 
being will question that this process may in many 
cases lead to mental derangement and an utter per- 
version of the true purpose of life. As well by 
the insinuating suggestions which the teachings of- 
fer, the moral sense becomes blunted; the sanctity 
of life, corrupt; the equipoise of natural feminine 
delicacy, unbalanced. Every pure-minded man has 
been shocked by the immodest fashions of the past 
five years. But that was a simply conventional 
freak. This propaganda, however, is an assumed 
religion; and when the cultured worshipers of the 
sun take their nude baths on their lawns, they not 
only insult the community, but betray the vileness 
of this propaganda. 


And not only immorality of manners and rela- 
tionships, but a despite of the laws of life charac- 
terizes this absurdity. The mysterious death of a 
New York physician who had been the “guru” of 
a young Jewish maiden, led her to court death with 
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him in an attempted suicide. So that, strangely 
enough, coupled with the search for life is a depre- 
ciation of the sacredness of life, when the mystic 
love of Theosophy is involved. 


But we have some other testimonies as to what 
Buddhism really means and from sound, hard think- 
ers. The Reis and Rayyet, an influential newspaper 
of northern India, sneers at Mrs. Besant’s ecstacies 
over “The Beauties of Hinduism,” and utters these 
scorching words, ‘““When an English lady of decent 
culture professes to be an admirer of pantric mysti- 
cism and Krishna worship, it becomes every well 
wisher of the country to tell her plainly that sen- 
sible men do not want her eloquence for gilding 
that which is rotten.” The Hindu, the organ of or- 
thodox Hinduism in Madras, confesses thus to the 
character of the Brahmin priesthood, “Profoundly 
ignorant as a class, and infinitely selfish, it is the 
mainstay of every unholy, immoral and cruel cus- 
tom and superstition, from the wretched dancing 
girl who insults the Deity by her existence, to the 
pining child-widow whose every tear and every hair 
of whose head shall stand up against every one 
who shall tolerate it, in the day of judgment.” 


The Pundita Ramabai is the daughter of a high 
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class Brahmin, a devoted Christian, whose knowl- 
edge of Buddhism has been painfully experimental. 
She declares: 


Throughout India, widowhood is regarded 
as the punishment for horrible crimes by the 
woman in her former existence. If the widow 
is a mother of sons, she is not usually looked 
upon as a pitiable object. The widow mother 
of girls is treated with indifference, and some- 
times with hatred. But it is the child widow 
upon whom in a special manner fall the abuse 
and hatred of the community, as the greatest 
criminal upon whom heaven’s judgment has 
been pronounced. A Hindu woman thinks it 
worse than death to lose her beautiful hair. 
Among the Brahmins of the Deccan the heads 
of all child widows must be shaved every fort- 
night. Girls of fourteen who hardly know the 
reason why they are so cruelly deprived of 
everything they like, wearing sad countenances, 
are glad to find a dark corner where they may 
hide their faces. The widow must wear a sin- 
gle coarse garment. She must eat alone, and 
only one meal a day. Frequently she is re- 
quired to fast altogether. She is cursed, 
looked upon with suspicion and often regarded 
as the cause of calamity. Her life is destitute 
of all earthly hope and becomes intolerable. 
Suicide or a life of infamy are the only open 
doors to relief. 

To study this philosophy (Theosophy) one 
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must visit India and experience it. The Phi- 
losophers themselves establish hospitals for ani- 
mals and bugs, but not an asylum for suffering 
woman. The religious books teach that unmar- 
ried women are doomed to eternal punishment. 
So that the first care of the parents is to get 
the baby girl married, many under ten years of 
age. As the husband is immortal (according to 
the System) the poor widow may not marry af- 
ter his death. If she is to get to heaven at 
all, where her only estate is to serve her hus- 
band as she did on earth, she must be burned 
alive on the funeral pyre of her husband. Law 
has forbidden that now; but she is taught to 
cast herself into the sacred river or take opium. 
Her duties, during his life time, are to put her 
head on his sacred feet and to worship him. 
When he comes home, she is to take warm 
water and wash those feet, and then to drink 
that water in order to purify herself. 


Isabella Bird Bishop, the celebrated traveller, says 
concerning the religions of Asia: 


I have lived much among the people of the 
Orient, in their homes and in their tents. Wher- 
ever I went I saw sin, and sorrow and shame. 
How little we at home know as to how sin is 
enthroned and deified and worshiped. How 
corrupt Buddhism is; how depraved Buddhists 
are. Jealousy, envy, murderous hate running 
to such an extent that, in some countries, I 
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have hardly been in a woman’s house or near 
a wotan’s tent without being asked for drugs 
to disfigure the favorite wife or to take away 
her life or the life of her infant son. The 
whole continent of Asia is the scene of bar- 
barities, torture, brutality and oppression. 


These testimonies cover but a segment of the 
circle of wrong that flows from this cult, and its 
precepts and practices. Allowed that in so-called 
Christian America, drunkenness (which is not In- 
dia’s crime) and vice hold strong sway, the facts 
are in spite of Christianity. But in Asia, it is the 
religion that dates centuries back of our Lord’s life, 
that breeds, nourishes and pervades this horrible 
regime. When Mrs. Besant asks that Theosophy be 
admitted by the court of reason into the pure atmos- 
phere of New Testament Christianity, the jury finds 
a speedy verdict. And when professing Christians 
deny to Asia the light of the Gospel, thru their an- 
tagonism to missions, the court must pronounce the 
sentence of condemnation. 


We must admit that the English people who have 
thrived in India, have not lived up to their evangeli- 
cal opportunity. But that does not affect the ques- 
tion at hand. English law has abolished the suttee, 
yet the pernicious dogma of widow sacrifice is so 
deeply rooted in the traditions of the people, that 
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even to this day, loyal Buddhist widows secretly 
and insistently cast themselves into the burning em- 
bers of the fires that consume their dead lords. 


Mrs. Besant’s plea for Theosophy is urged in be- 
half of those who “while longing to believe, find 
their intellect is driving them outside the pale of 
the ordinary recognized (Christian) beliefs.” Here- 
in lies the explanation of the real basis of Theoso- 
phy. Mrs. Besant speaks approvingly of the Greek 
doctrine of the Gnosis. And well she may. For 
she is seeking to introduce into modern Christian 
thought what St. Paul combatted in Corinth, when 
he said, “The Greeks seek after wisdom” (I Cor. 
1:22). But we all know how emphatically he dis- 
associated that wisdom from the Gospel. He then 
announces that Christianity is for the poor, the 
weak, the foolish (according to this world), the 
base and the despised (I Cor. 1:18-31). Mrs. Be- 
sant and her colleagues will have none of this. The 
fascinating swamis who visit our borders have no 
message for the sin-sick, the suffering, the dying. 
Their approach is made to the cultured, the wealthy, 
the distinguished. In this we find every reason for 
accounting that Theosophy is the religion of the 
pride of intellect and the selfishness of class isola- 
tion. And the cry of debased India and other lands 
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where Buddhism has flourished, underscores this 
decision. 


This discussion demands now a brief contrast be- 
tween the reputed teachings of Theosophy and the 
known doctrines of Christianity. Over against the 
tenet of an impersonal God, as indicated by Theoso- 
phy, Christianity rejoices in a Father, who knows, 
who loves, who cares, with a scrutiny that enters 
into the minutest detail of the humblest Christian’s 
life. The fatalistic doctrine of Karma is met by the 
promises which prove that “prayer changes things.” 
The triumphs of Christian faith ring out a pean of 
conquest that drives Karma into merited gloom. 

Re-incarnation, the exquisitely beautiful flower of 
Theosophy, which leads into the mystical and in- 
comprehensible phases of change of sex, of posi- 
tion, of occupation and personality, ending eventual- 
ly in Nirvana, the extinction of individuality, is 
over-mastered by the conquering truth of spiritual 
regeneration of the heart by the Holy Spirit of God, 
the continuance of personality, and of fellowship 
with the Lord Jesus in the coming life. The cry of 
the ransomed, “Thou art worthy for thou hast re- 
deemed us by thy blood out of every kindred and 
tongue and people and nation; and hast made us 
unto our God kings and priests and we shall reign 
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on the earth,” is a challenge to the heart of every 
man. It reveals the actuality of sin and sin con- 
quered ; of the perpetuation of individuality ; and of 
the universality of the truth of the Lord Jesus, en- 
circling the globe with its vitalizing, purifying and 
all-satisfying potency. 


Has Theosophy any message for us? Can the 
appeal of Mrs. Besant be of help to us? Yes. To 
move us to turn again more loyally, as we weigh 
the Mahatmic traditions and absurdities, to “the 
Word of God which liveth and abideth forever.” 
Theosophy, with its elastic opinions of the Christ 
of every religion, drives us to the heart of our King 
with renewed affection and consecration as we once 
more pray, 


“Lord Jesus, Make Thyself to me 

A living, bright reality; 

More present to faith’s vision keen, 
Than any outward object seen; 
More dear, more intimately nigh 
Than e’en the sweetest earthly tie,” 


CHAPTER III. 
THE NEW THERAPEUTICS. 


Coming studies will lead us to see further evi- 
dences of the invasion of Buddhism into Christian 
faith. But to the better understanding of that com- 
plex problem, we may apply our minds to the con- 
sideration of the development of diagnosis and rem- 
edy, in the sphere of disease. 


Men of old felt impelled, thru the lack of knowl- 
edge of the laws of nature and of the human econ- 
omy, to dread the visitation of God in bodily ail- 
ments and seek the favor of God when such visi- 
tation occurred. All nations embraced this no- 
tion; and today, the ignorant and unchristianized 
endeavor to propitiate the gods of calamity lest the 
evil they fear may be put upon them. 

It is hardly conceivable to us that the simple 
statements of the Bible as to the origin and manifes-~ 
tation of disease, its }essons of spiritual value and 
its removal in answer to prayer, could have been 
outrageously travestied by the Christians of later 
days. But such is the case. Christian magic was 
as absurd as that of heathendom. Indeed, that was 
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- not the only thing which medieval ecclesiasticism 
injected into Christianity. Imitating the very sys- 
tems which are now crumbling in heathen lands, our 
progenitors sought help of different saints for re- 
lief.. To St. Anthony,.went the epileptics; St. 
Christopher cured throat diseases; St. Appolonia, 
toothache; St. Ovid, deafness; St. Eutropius, drop- 
sy; St. Gervase, rheumatism. The bones of the 
saints, as now in some quarters, held potent virtues 
for healing. Sacred pools, streams and spots of the 
earth were visited for release from sickness or other 
physical ills. We are well aware of the efficacy of 
the royal touch. Myriads of people, even unto the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, received heal- 
ing thru the magic contact of the reigning monarch. 


And associated with this superstition was the 
idea that holiness was commensurate with filth. St. 
Hilarion was exalted because he had lived his long 
life in utter uncleanness, The great ascetic, Simon 
Stylites, never left the pillar on which he voluntarily 
perched himself, and the odor of sanctity with which 
his presence was pervaded mingled with an offen- 
sive atmosphere that would threaten any of us with 
malarial fever. This spirit explains why the plague 
in London was so fruitful of human destruction, 
and why the fire in London in 1666 proved so benef- 
icent. For it resulted in not only burning up a 
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mass of disease creating matter, but led to wider 
and cleaner streets. And so God has patiently led 
His people out of perversion of life into intelligent 
ideals of sanitation and health thru epidemics and 
by other difficult lessons men have had to learn. 

Weak minded women are no longer burnt as 
witches. Relief from disease is not acquired by 
pouring a little vinegar upon the hinge of a door, 
or lying on the back at the twentieth day of the 
moon with arms extended, or wearing the rope of 
a hung criminal around the head, or taking the com- 
pound of lizards’ liver, foxes’ hair and the feces ot 
a wolf.. 

But the problem of disease is not fully solved. 
Vaccination, approved by one school, is flouted by 
another. Inoculation for diphtheria, typhoid and 
yellow fevers is of value, but the final results are 
not clear. Whether an injection of a poison to 
combat a poison means health in the main, remains 
a question which is yet in the air.’ 


While we may be grateful for the advance that 
has been made in medical and especially surgical 
treatment, our specialists are still in the stage of 
experimentation. There are a few dogmatic prin- 
ciples, beyond which lies the variable sphere of 
conjecture. The certainties of today will be laid 
on the shelf of disuse and becomes tomorrow’s li- 
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brary of ridicule. Such is the penalty of progress. 

Medical men are learning that rest and peace of 
mind are the most potent factors in recovery. Omit- 
ting such disorders as mark an alarming increase 
of temperature, or obstructional pathological con- 
ditions, the most of diseases are caused by unwise 
eating, drinking, living and thinking. And the pro- 
fession is frankly rising to the occasion by the use 
of such advice as shall lead to amendment. The 
study of the diet is a large factor; the use of fresh 
air and wholesome water; the employment of the 
patient in some happy occupation; the encourage- 
ment of good cheer. 

Osteopathy and chiropractic, which mean simply 
putting the bones and muscles where they belong 
and giving to the nerve forces their normal freedom 
of action, are being gradually recognized even by 
the profession as admirable and far ahead of the 
method of treating an effect without removing the 
cause 


We have led up to what is now the crux of the 
healing problem. Is disease only a question of disor- 
ganized matter, or has a perverted mind a large 
sphere of influence? The metaphysical schools of 
healing are spreading widely. Psycho-Therapy and 
drugless healing systems are appealing for public 
confidence. 
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We could all wish the fullest success to any 
method of treatment which graduates invalids into 
buoyant health untainted by mercury, arsenic, or 
opium. But we are confronted with a situation 
which compels serious thought. While many meta- 
physical practitioners are honestly holding to the 
mental sphere of healing, the determined effort of 
certain schools to link Christianity with metaphy- 
sics is becoming an alarming problem. For these 
schools are drawing away from the Church of God 
myriads of souls, who repudiate their faith and bow 
to the behests of those who have become the agents 
of their liberation from disease. We have traversed 
this therapeutical path, in order to get the perspec- 
tive which will enable us to understand the modern 
mind and the modern trend, 


CHAPTER IV. 


A MODERN PROPHETESS. 


The late Elbert Hubbard was wont to say that 
this age demands a religion born of the times. His 
contention was that we have too long been under 
the domination of religions that originated in ori- 
ental lands. He claimed that one person had at 
last given us an American religion; and that person, 
Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy. 

With what measure of serious appropriation he 
took Mrs. Eddy’s religion, we can never know. He 
was an iconoclast, and loved to break down tradi- 
tions. But with all his assumed knowledge of 
things, he did not discern that Mrs. Eddy had put 
on the religious market a product which had been 
operating in India for centuries. 


The Pundita Ramabai, whose testimony we shall 
more fully take later, calls Mrs. Eddy’s system a 
philosophy. But Mrs, Eddy cannot abide that desig- 
nation. She stamps upon her “discovery” a sacred 
imprimatur; and takes the Word of God into her 
hands to teach the world the truth of God, as an 

apostle sent from God, with an audacity unparal- 
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leled. She authoritatively puts upon the Scriptures, 
interpretations, which for sinuosity of movement 
and sublimity of imagination transcend the wildest 
attempts of any juggler in exegesis. And this, let 
us note, is calmly and soberly announced in meek 
and satisfied terms of a self-complacency of the di- 
vine favor: 


It was not myself, but the divine power of 
Truth and Love, infinitely above me, which dic- 
tated “Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures.” I have been learning the higher 
meaning of this book since writing it. You can 
trace its teachings in every step of mental and 
spiritual progress, from pulpit and press, in 
religion and ethics, and find this step either 
written or indicated therein. It has mounted 
thought on the swift and mighty chariot of di- 
vine Love, which today is circling the whole 
world. I should blush to write of “Science and 
Health and Key to the Scriptures,” as I have, 
were it of human origin, and I apart from God, 
its author. But, as I was only a scribe, echoing 
the harmonies of heaven in divine metaphysics, 
I cannot be supermodest in my estimate of the 
Christian Science text book. 


Georgine Milmine, under authority and direction 
of the McClure Company, devoted a number of 
months in an indefatigable research, and with con- 
scientious accuracy, to an investigation of the 
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grounds of this claim. The articles appeared in the 
McClure’s Magazine during the years 1907 and 
1908. No so full, and to the general public, so sat- 
isfying testimony has been given by any investiga- 
tor. 


The fact that Mrs. Eddy’s early life was that of a 
pampered and spoiled child, because of her physi- 
cal frailty, beauty and cleverness, affords a reason- 
able hypothesis for the developments of her ma- 
ture life. Languishing manners and a particularly 
strong sense of her personal charms enhanced her 
natural capacity for winning the admiration of her 
superficial attachments. Her ailment took the form 
of what outsiders called “her fits.” Professionally, 
Dr. Ladd, the family physician named her attacks, 
“hysteria, mingled with bad temper.” In her be- 
half, let us charitably allow that given her exces- 
Sive precocity, there almost invariably accompany 
an irritation of the organs which indicate Dr. Ladd’s 
diagnosis, and a generous measure of self-apprecia- 
tion. This is further suggested by the fact that ac- 
cording to her own testimony, her father did not 
send her to school much of the time because her 
brain was “too large for her body.” 

That she had not even a common school education 
is disclosed in her expressed confession that she 
made no pretension to scholarly attainments. “After 
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my discovery of Christian Science,” she says, “most 
of the knowledge I had gleaned from school books 
vanished like a dream. Learning was so illumined 
that grammar was eclipsed.” 

Now in all candor, the Lord’s servants in every 
age have embraced in their ranks, with glad appre- 
ciation, many who have been denied the advantages 
of education. Numbers of the best minds in the 
Church have not graduated from college; and not a 
few, not even from theological seminaries. But 
they did not boast of their estate, and in this exalted 
fashion, 


While her school-mates charged her with indo- 
lence, lolling about in her seat and spending much 
time scribbling on her slate, her fertile brain was 
alert and acute to receive impressions especially 
adapted to her morbid nature. Her education com- 
pleted when she had finished Smith’s Grammar and 
reached long division, she really was more fitted for 
her stupendous life work than the best intellects 
in her circle. For she imbibed notions far beyond 
her age, and built castles which they could not have 
dreamed of. Mesmerism was filling the air when 
she was at the age of impressionability and her ado- 
lescence was marked by a love of mystery. Spirit- 
ism began its fruitful propaganda also in these years 
of susceptibility. What other young minds regard- 
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ed as an innocent diversion, she absorbed with eag- 
er interest. The Shakers also made their impres- 
sion upon her and no doubt their habit of address- 
ing the Deity as “Our Father and Mother” gave 
her the model for her own setting of the Lord’s 
Prayer when she took the lead in the movement 
which bears her name, “Father-Mother God.” The 
Shakers called Ann Lee, their shining light, “the 
God-anointed woman.” Mrs, Eddy may have re- 
tained that also in her prolific brain and applied it 
to herself as is indicated in the stained glass win- 
dow of the Mother Church of Boston in the words, 
“The Woman God-Crowned.” Mrs. Lee was called 
“Mother Ann.” The Shakers called their establish- 
ment “The Church of Christ.” Their original 
foundation they designated “The Mother Church.” 
These facts are mentioned that we may prove our 
postulate, that in those early years, she was uncon- 
sciously planning her great work and is not to be 
dubbed a dunce in the school of life. 


Naturally, such a nature as hers early tended 
to matrimony. And at the age of twenty-two she 
married George Washington Glover, a close per- 
sonal friend of her brother, a bricklayer. Six 
months after their marriage, he died of yellow 
fever. A grown woman with a child, she cast about 
for support, making one futile effort at teaching 
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school, which lasted only a few weeks. This was 
followed by a long period of invalidism in which 
imperious demands, inappreciation of kindness, and 
inconsideration of others mingled. She led her 
hard worked father and kind hearted family a long 
course of self sacrificing. But her hysterical spells 
were her fortune, in a way. For she soon learned 
that she could go into a trance. And she dabbled in 
clairvoyance to the extent of winning some small 
fame and probably income. 


Eventually, her health becoming improved, she 
figured in prayer meetings and sewing circles; she 
composed verses which appeared in the “Poet’s 
Corner” of the local papers. This led to affecta- 
tion of manner and the cultivation of verbose forms 
of speech. She also wrote a few love stories. And 
naturally, love affairs of her own arose. Tho she 
was far from strong, Dr. Daniel Patterson, an itin- 
erant dentist, married her in 1853. At the end of 
twenty years, Dr. Patterson, great, strong and lov- 
ing husband, wearied with the long ordeal of try- 
ing to support her, to gratify her whims, to silence 
her fault-findings, to soothe her ever irritated 
nerves, allowed her to obtain a decree of divorce 
on the ground of desertion. In the early sixties, 
there came to her the turn of the tide that swept 
her into the ocean of world-wide notoriety. 
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On October 14, 1861, Dr. Patterson sought the 
aid of P. P. Quimby of Portland, Maine, in his 
wife’s behalf. As he was too poor to take her and 
Dr. Quimby could not come to her, the matter was 
dropped. But Mrs. Patterson became possessed 
of the notion that she could be cured by this in- 
creasingly popular metaphysician. She‘ therefore 
made the journey herself and from that day began 
a new experience. Phineas Parkhurst Quimby was 
“Doctor” by courtesy. He had studied in no school 
of medicine and was not a graduate of a college. 
Regarded by an amiable public as a good natured 
humbug, he had many patients who looked upon 
his cures as miracles. He practised according to 
no school, discountenanced drugs and all other then 
adopted means and professed to make his patients 
well purely by the benevolent power of mind.. The 
history of Dr. Quimby is most engaging. But we 
must be content to limit tourselves to those phases 
of his life and teachings in so far as they affect the 
woman whom we are studying. 


Mrs, Patterson obtained the liberation she sought. 
Her first stay, lasting about three weeks, resulted in 
a believed complete cure. The spinal trouble en- 
tirely disappeared. She declared herself a well 
woman as she left her benefactor. Life was now 
opening before her. Her girlhood, a fruitless re- 
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volt against the sordid monotony of her environ- 
ments; her unhappy marriages; an accusing sense 
of her unmotherly attitude towards her son, George 
Glover; poverty and dependence—all combined to 
embitter her nature. But now a wonderful era 
burst upon her vision. No longer beating her wings 
against the bars of the cage which had imprisoned 
her, she is to set forth for a flight, whither she 
knows not, but the exhiliarating prospect thrills 
her in waves of warming confidence. We may be- 
lieve the plan of her life opened to her in that first 
visit; that she saw in dim outline the alluring des- 
tiny she was to fulfil. 


Phineas Parkhurst Quimby, all unconscious of 
the part he was to play in the development of a 
stupendous movement, affecting hundreds of thou- 
sands of lives, supplied Mrs. Patterson the ideal, 
the method and the inspiration for a new religion. 
True, his own kin insist that he would have dis- 
claimed any such result in his simple exposition of 
the metaphysical healing which he had effected in 
her case. But she had the reins in her hands in 
due time; and nothing could stem the speed of con- 
quest with which she triumphantly rode. 


About 1859, Dr. Quimby had begun to arrange 
his teachings in permanent form. So that when 
Mrs. Patterson visited him again in 1864, she eager- 
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ly took down his priceless sayings. Says Mrs. Sa- 
rah Crosby, “She would work with Dr. Quimby all 
afternoon, and then come home to sit up late at 
night to write down what she had learned during 
the day.” The effect upon her nervous organism 
was such an uplift and stimulation as not only sat- 
isfied the craving of her hitherto ungratified nature, 
but impel her to a passionate desire to become, her- 
self, an active force in the teachings and practis- 
ing of this “Science.” Quimby died in January 
1866, the year when, as Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy 
claimtéd, she discovered Science and Health. As she 
entered this new and exhilarating world, she be- 
came possessed of the notion that it were a disad- 
vantage to retain good Dr. Patterson’s name, so 
eventually she returned to her former title, as the 
widow of Mr. Glover. 


Her grief over Dr. Quimby’s death was sincere 
and heart-felt. She wrote a poem extravagantly 
extolling his mission in the healing realm. But alas, 
in later writings she speaks of him as a vulgar mes- 
merist, whose scribblings she put into grammatical 
form. We pause to note that when she issued her 
first volume of Science and Health, her manuscript 
was so flagrantly ungrammatical and unrhetorical 
that no publisher would touch it. And not until the 
Rev. John H. Wiggin, had carefully adjusted Mrs. 
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Eddy’s literary product, was the edition put into 
print. “The two volumes on which Mr. Wiggin 
labored in making alterations and in shaping the 
paragraphs and chapters into fresh heaps, stand as 
unquestionable proof of Mrs. Eddy’s literary meth- 
ods and acquirements.” New York World, Nov. 
5th, 1906.* 

Mrs. Eddy’s repudiation of Dr. Quimby, however, 
was not until she had become master of her art. 
During her stay in Stoughton, Mass. and at other 
places, in the interval between her announced date 
of discovery of Divine Science and about 1870, she 
was wont to attribute all to Dr. Quimby in the 
words, “I learned this from Dr. Quimby and he 
made me promise to teach it to at least two persons 
before I die.” This statement uttered in a voice of 
stereotyped sweetness became wearisome to her, at 
that time, admirers, and they remember it so well 
that it needed no freshening of recollection to re- 
call when the Milmine investigation was in progress. 


The inspirational attack which came over Mrs. 
Eddy no doubt occurred in that little upper room 
with its dormer window in the home of Mrs. Went- 
worth in Stoughton, now a shrine to which Chris- 





*See isd Complete Exposure of Eddyism or Christian 
Science, by Frederick W. Peabody. 
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tian Scientists reverently resort, and called “The 
Sky Light Room.” When she finally descended to 
the world, after her three years of isolation, she 
believed she was a graduate prophetess. She had 
received from God the message for which a sick 
and darkened world had been for centuries wait- 
ing. We may not question that Mrs. Eddy really 
thought this. The picture of the room itself is 
suggestive of ascetic influence; and poring over 
those notes, rearranging and revising, suddenly 
catching glimpses of new light, we may assume that 
her feverish brain carried her unto unrestrained 
flights of supposed divine leading and approbation. 
Tho, she gives to the claimed inspiration three dif- 
ferent dates; “We made our first experiments in 
1853.” (That was long before she had heard of 
Quimby.) “We made our first discovery in 1864.” 
“Tt was in Massachusetts, in February, 1866, that 


I discovered the Science of Divine Metaphysical 
Healing.” 


Passing over much that is of interest, we come to 
her first practical working. She had experimented 
on many students with varying success and failure, 
until Richard Kennedy crossed her path. He was 
the stepping stone that led her to fame and fortune. 
A young fellow of bright and brainy appearance, 
he saw only the metaphysical side of her teaching. 
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The claim to inspiration had not yet been announc- 
ed to the world. All prophets must wait their day. 
On the second floor of the building occupied by the 
South Common Institute, a school taught by Miss 
Susie Magoun, Lynn, Mass., Mrs. Eddy and Rich- 
ard Kennedy established the office in which a prac- 
tice grew to such proportions that the name of Dr. 
Kennedy became locally famous. Sometimes the 
number of waiting patients was so large that the 
doctor had to ask the courtesy of Miss Magoun for 
space in her parlor. He was a favorite with the 
children, and Miss Magoun felt towards him a sense 
of mingled sympathy and admiration. For Mrs. 
Eddy carried herself with a peculiarly ascetic air. 
On all hands, the people noted the difference be- 
tween this genial and perfectly human young man 
and the somber recluse, who seldom crossed the 
threshold and whenever seen on the school grounds 
would hold herself so gravely that the children 
shrank from her. For be it understood that she 
did not practise. Her work at first was to remain 
in solitude, while Richard Kennedy added to her 
meager fortune. To her, he was the external of 
herself. It was here that a sudden burst of enthusi- 
asm over her system fired her to say, “Richard, you 
will live to hear the church bells ring out my birth- 
day.” And so they did—her own bells in her own 
church in Concord. 
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Every day, as Richard’s success increased, she 
became more and more a commanding personality. 
The exaltation of the Ego grew distinctly assertive. 
In a rapturous prophecy she declared, “Richard, I 
have something that the world wants; and I am go- 
ing to make the world pay for it.” Her students in 
Lynn (for tho Richard was the Doctor, she was 
the teacher and financier) paid one hundred dol- 
lars for twelve lessons, covering three weeks time. 
And they also contracted to pay to her a percentage 
of their income after graduation. However, Rich- 
ard Kennedy in a subsequent court testimony, when 
Mrs. Eddy was suing Charles’S. Stanley for un- 
paid tuition, witnessed, “She gave me a great deal 
of instruction of the so-called Principle. But I 
have never been able to understand it. I have made 
the greatest effort to practice upon her Principle, 
and I never had any proof that I had attained to it, 
or had any success from it.” A quarrel over a game 
of cards, in which Mrs. Eddy may be charged with 
unbecoming pettiness, resulted in his leaving her, 
tho she implored him with tears and sealed her im- 
portunity with an appropriate fainting spell. Rich- 
ard Kennedy then set up an office in Boston for 
the practice of pure metaphysics. 


Mrs. Eddy herself eventually went to Boston to 
found the Massachusetts Metaphysical College ; and 
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incidentally the Christian Science Church was born. 
She was ordained as the Reverend Mary Baker Ed- 
dy, the rite being performed by her students in 
1881. That office and the presidency of the College, 
together with the editorship of the Christian Science 
Jcurnal, gave her fecund mind a wide and diversi- 
fied field of invention and exercise. Nor did she 
seem to weary in all the accumulated labors, the in- 
tensified stress and strain. Money was flowing in. 
When her classes numbered twenty-five persons, her 
receipts in three weeks were $7,500.00. For now 
her price was three hundred dollars. When charged 
with extortion for this, she calmly affirmed that 
God had instructed her to make that demand for 
the priceless teaching He had commissioned her to 
impart. She received enormous revenues from her 
book, not only each scholar, but every member of 
the Christian Science Church being required to 
possess a copy. And as Mother of the Mother 
Church, every member of the entire communion 
contributed a dollar a year, little enough we must 
confess, for the good they believed they had re- 
ceived thru her. Then, as criticism grew thicker, 
she was compelled from time to time to amend her 
book and with each issue, a copy of which all mem- 
bers must have, discarding the former, a fresh wave 
of income was resultant, The cost of this book 
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always has been, and is, unreasonably exorbitant. 


Every one knows that she assumed to be equal 
to our Lord Jesus in divine authority. Indeed, she 
declares to a wondering world that our Lord para- 
lyzed His message to men, by His prediction of His 
own death; and that St. Paul was incompetent to 
reveal the entire truth owing to his insistence upon 
the superiority of the masculine in humanity. We 
need not reiterate the fact that Mrs, Eddy puts upon 
the teachings of the New Testament a system of 
interpretation which would have thrown St. Paul 
into mental convulsions; and expressed that inter- 
pretation in a thesaurus of literary confusion which 
would have staggered the brain of Thomas Aquin- 
as. That is clear to honest thinkers. But she as- 
serts that the little book in the tenth of Revelation 
which the angel handed to St. John, is the revela- 
tion of Divine Science, as set forth in her discov- 
ery. Her own book she names “The Pastor on this 
Planet of all the Churches of the Christian Science 
Denomination.” 


Mrs. Eddy’s third husband, who gave her the 
name by which she will be known to history, Mr. 
Asa G. Eddy, enters her life in 1877, and passes 
out of it when she is in the zenith of her meteoric 
orbit, affecting her in no sense. A simple, unas- 
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suming man, evidently inferior to her in pith and 
power, he filled but a small place in the circumfer- 
ence of her activities, except to figure disastrously 
in a law suit for which she was responsible. 

His death gave place to the introduction of Mr. 
Calvin A. Frye, who survived her. This mystery 
will never be solved. And it is none of our busi- 
ness. But a questioning world cannot be restrained 
from asking, Why this man, a sphinx from whose 
lips no message ever came—no comunication ever 
dropped, who travelled with her everywhere, ate 
at her table, who, tho sitting as a coachman on the 
box of her brougham, was her most intimate con- 
sort? She remembered him in her will, in addi- 
tion to making him owner of her home, Pleasant 
View, N. H., when she finally returned to Boston. 


In the study of any philosophy we have no need 
to know the secret impulses of the philosopher, For 
philosophy deals with theories of existence and 
methods of operation. But a religious teacher must 
be measured by the quality of the inner life. Our 
Lord Jesus draws us to His heart as the One who 
is “holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sin- 
ners.” The doctrines of the Apostles are under- 
scored by the effect those doctrines had upon their 
lives. What has Mrs. Eddy’s life to offer us? As 
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a shrewd Yankee-born product of the New Eng- 
land hills, we may admire her business pluck and 
congratulate her unparalleled success,—but as the 
God-ordained evangelist to declare a gospel which 
would improve “the faith once for all delivered to 
the saints,” What think you? 

We have noted that she assumed equal authority 
to proclaim the truth, with Him who was able to 
say, “I am the Truth.”’ Yet she died having declared 
to the world that death is a delusion. And her de- 
caying body lies securely entombed at Mount Au- 
burn Cemetery. The glorified Son of God, is risen, 
ascended and seated at the right hand of the Maj- 
esty on high. 


CHAPTER V. 
THE PROPHETICAL MESSAGE. 


As Theosophy is Buddhism Occidentalized, so 
also is Christian Science. We ask the Pundita 
Ramabai to speak. Coming to America in behalf 
of the wretched widows of her native land, to whom 
she is giving her life and means, she witnesses: 


On my arrival in New York, I was told that 
a new philosophy was being taught in the Unit- 
ed States. It is called Christian Science. I 
recognized it as the pagan philosophy taught 
among my people for four thousand years. 

I was born and educated in that philosophy, 
having taken my degree of Pundita in it, and am 
acquainted with both its literature and its in- 
fluence upon my people. And I want to wit- 
ness to its degradation. It has ruined millions 
of lives and caused immeasurable suffering; 
for it is based on selfishness and knows no sym- 
pathy. 

That philosophy rests upon the theory of the 
nothingness of matter. So that when the poor 
people are starving, this philosophy does not 
care. Let them starve if they will; their suf- 
fering is not real. 


Do we feel the appalling seriousness of this situa- 
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tion? What could God think, when multitudes 
flocked to Mrs, Eddy’s home in Concord to pay 
homage to her as the evangelist of Light and Life? 
What, when the Rev. George B. Day, in the Chicago 
Church, declared, “We are witnessing the transfer 
of the Gospel, from the male to the female trust. 
Eighteen hundred years ago, Paul declared that 
man was the head of the woman; but now in Science 
and Health it is asserted that Woman is the highest 
form of man”? Is this queenly pretension to in- 
spired leadership, and supremacy in religious au- 
thority, God’s credential of a divinely commissioned 
teacher ? 

The value of any religious message is measured, 
as we have seen, by the effect it has upon the one 
who delivers it. Every fiber of our Lord’s being 
thrilled with the reality of the truth He had come 
to declare. And the apostles all evidenced in lives 
of transforming and conquering power, the pre- 
sciousness of their evangelistic message. One 
thing which exalts the epistles of St. Paul is the 
constant and fervent outpouring of a heart that 
longs for Christ and all that Christ can be to him 
with an undying passion. It is much to imbibe his 
teachings; much more to contemplate his aspira- 
tions for a holy life. 


How so, Mrs. Eddy? 
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We have conceded that the physical aspect of 
her wonderful discovery did seem to prove that she 
was a new woman. Of that more later. But she 
insists that the whole Gospel of Jesus Christ is to be 
re-stated and re-interpreted by her, and as such 
received with the same authority and reverence as 
the New Testament was by the Church in the be- 
ginning. Nothing short of this will satisfy Mrs. 
Eddy. However, her exaction is her doom. For 
apart from the exhilaration she experienced and 
the evident physical strength she received, her life 
is not as revealed in the hard facts of her history, a 
“gospel in miniature.” 


And now for a study of this. The supreme vir- 
tue of the New Testament is humility. Our Lord’s 
profession of His own (Matt. 11:28-30) ; St. Paul’s 
quotation of it (II Cor. 10:1) and his own yearn- 
ing for a measure of it (II Cor. 4:5; Phil. 1:21; 
3:10); the admonitions of both St. Peter and St. 
James (James 4:6, 7; I Peter 2:19-23; 3:4, 153 5: 
3, 5, 6) and other similar passages combine to re- 
veal to us that as we grow up into God, the more 
we absorb this sovereign quality of Deity (Isa. 57: 
15; 66:2; Micah 6:8 marg.). 

Does the story of Mrs. Eddy’s life disclose a 
development of this eminently Christian quality? 
It certainly does not. Always self-centered, habit- 
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uated to having others submit to her caprices and 
deny themselves for her gratification, the habit of 
life grew stronger with every advance she made in 
her imperious quest for position and wealth. She 
inspired her subordinates with an awe of her which 
was a mingling of affection and terror. Her ton- 
gue was capable of the Biblical “cutting like a sharp 
razor.” She had no equals. When Mrs. Stetson, 
a woman of superior mind and commanding per- 
sonality dared to make assertions contrary to Mrs. 
Eddy’s ideas, deposition resulted. Her arrogance 
reached a more than personal leadership by her is- 
sue of the order that her teachers were no longer 
to express their own views of divine science; they 
were henceforth to be readers only. With no opin- 
ion of their own, with no authority, but such as 
flowed out to them from her weekly discourses they 
early acquired the manner which is still existent, 
of conducting services by reading the Bible and the 
published comments. And the amazing part of this 
system of tyranny is that multitudes of people, 
consistent in other fields of action, accept the dic- 
tum with the very humility of which she was con- 
spicuously lacking. 


This abnormal lust for power ran parallel with 
her insatiable appetite for money. We have allud- 
ed to her boast to Richard Kennedy. In contrast, 
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let us contemplate the disposition of God’s reputed 
servants in other ages. Asked Samuel at the close 
of his well-spent life of prophetship, “Whose ox 
have I taken? or whose ass have I taken? or whom 
have I defrauded? whom have I oppressed? or of 
whose hand have I received any bribe to blind mine 
eyes therewith?’ Abraham before him had refus- 
ed even a shoe latchet from the king of Sodom, tho 
every aspect of the situation made proper the ac- 
ceptance of a liberal bounty. But Abraham was 
walking with God and wanted God’s emoluments 
only. We all recall how Naaman pressed Elisha 
to take the costly gifts he had brought from Syria; 
and the prophet refused. Our Lord Jesus was will- 
ing to have not a place where He might lay His 
head. 

And we recall the testimony of St. Paul to the 
Ephesian elders in Acts 20, “I have coveted no 
man’s silver or gold or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves 
know these hands have ministered to my necessi- 
ties; and to them that were with me. I have showed 
you all things, how that so laboring, ye ought to 
support the weak, and to remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus how he said, ‘It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.’ ‘ 

How sickening in contradiction to this Scriptural 
standard of unselfishness is Mrs. Eddy’s exultant 
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campaign, studiously planned and executed “to 
make the world pay!’ No one questions that the 
laborer in God’s vineyard is worthy of his hire, 
which is always a voluntary reciprocation, But to 
devise every possible way to increase revenue, to 
demand money, to sue those who failed to pay; 
what shall we say of this? And yet in the pursuit 
of this unholy quest, she grew to be the pampered 
idol of a multitude of admirers, whose gifts fat- 
tened her bank account, whose adulation fed her 
vanity and enriched her in a wealth of selfishness, 
which completely isolated her from the wondering 
world, that indirectly was indeed paying the bill. 


If humility is the supreme virtue of the New 
Testament, faith in God is its companion. Did 
Mrs. Eddy have faith when she tried to induce Mr. 
Crafts to divorce his wife so that her (Mrs. Eddy’s) 
success might not be hindered? Happily this man 
discovered the plot and did the wise and proper 
thing with this woman who had invaded his home. 
Was she the exemplar of trust in God in suing poor 
Mr. Stanley for tuition fees unpaid? How she de- 
grades her pretensions by haling before the judge, 
Mr. Daniel Harrison Spofford, whose very photo 
indicates a nature kindly and inoffensive !—and that 
on the charge of witchcraft, as were several others. 
In fact her life became a veritable storm-center, 
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while her devotees were considering her the female 
embodiment of the Lord Jesus. Only those most 
closely connected with her saw the amazing exhi- 
bition of terror, which resulted in the holding of a 
mysterious court in her own home. There, vindic- 
tive judgments fell upon supposed evil doers with 
terrible finality. We have suggested a doubt of 
Mrs. Eddy’s complete healing under Dr. Quimby’s 
treatment. In so far as it affected the nervous sys- 
tem, inspiring to ideality and activity, it wrought a 
marvellous change in a woman, ordinarily doomed 
to live and die a hypochondriac. But Dr, Ladd’s 
diagnosis was proven true by the evident fact that 
the organic irritation which produced her hysteria, 
did not receive adequate healing. No doubt, she did 
many, many times in her new life overmaster the 
claims of this insistent factor in her being. By ne- 
gation, by the whirl of her busy round, by the in- 
toxication of success, the unruly organ was made 
to lie still in a commanded silence. But it would 
not be downed and nearing the crest of her life 
in Boston, she lay under the spell of what she was 
disposed to call “Malicious Animal Magnetism” or 
“Mental Assassination.” With unwonted clear- 
ness, she defines this doctrine in the February 1889 
number of the Christian Science Journal. This lit- 
erary production would make a most interesting 
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tract. There is every reason to believe that if Mrs. 
Eddy had been a perfectly well woman as- she 
claimed to be, such a doctrine would never have en- 
tered her head. It was her own agonizing patho- 
logical complexity which gave birth to this strange 
progeny. Two of the conspicuous agents of her 
suffering were Richard Kennedy and Daniel Spof- 
ford. Her pupils would be called from their beds 
and assembled around hers to resist by mental cal- 
isthenics the canker that was eating out her life 
because these men were projecting their evil thought 
against her. She charged Kennedy with affecting 
her way, so that she could not keep a housekeeper 
nor a tenant, nor hold on to her property, nor main- 
tain fittting relations with her neighbors. Often 
times, in her lectures, she would break away from 
the favorite theme of universal love into a tirade 
against Kennedy and warn her students against the 
evil power which he was able to exercise. By the 
effort of mentality, her students were enjoined, not 
only when she was in a midnight frenzy, but at all 
hours, to divert Kennedy from his foul plot, to drive 
him out of Boston. But instead, in due time, she 
herself fled Boston to Barre, Vermont, with the plea 
that the city was so full of mesmerism that she 
must escape from it. Her residence there was brief 
and she was drawn back to Boston because the lurk- 
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ing malicious animal magnetism yet dogged her 
movements. A few months later, she stole away 
again; this time to 62 State Street, Concord, New 
Hampshire. A brief and unsatisfying sojourn was 
followed by a removal to Roslindale, near Boston. 
She seemed possessed of two minds; a wish to get 
away from Boston, which she charged was the cen- 
ter of “mesmerism,” her foe under another name, 
and the longing to be near to Boston, that she might 
enjoy the adulations which the adherents of her 
church rendered her. But Roslindale could not re- 
tain her, in spite of this latter drawing. The awful 
specter of Kennedy, Spofford and their ilk, seem- 
ed more than ever destined to destroy her life; and 
she returned to 62 State Street, Concord, eventually 
and wisely moving into the home on the outskirts 
of the town, which she afterward named Pleasant 
View. Here the beauty of the surrounding coun- 
try and the peaceful atmosphere of the place com- 
bined to contribute to her, thru rest and quiet, some 
measure of relief from her malady. 


So we find this woman, the pretended apostle, di- 
vinely inspired of God to deliver to the world a 
new evangel of peace and hope, of trust, and of 
conquest over all conditions of bondage, herself a 
pitiable subject of a thraldom seldom experienced 
‘by humans since the days of witchcraft. The mania 
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of persecution is a common expression of insanity ; 
but this seemed unique to Mrs. Eddy. Consequent- 
ly, she did not taste of the gospel she had come to 
declare; she could not say it delivered her from this 
slavery. If it had been a real case of animosity, 
even then she would have fallen short of her mes- 
sage to mankind. But these men and women whom 
she charged with malicious violation of her peace 
of mind, were innocently living out their lives ut- 
terly unconscious of her critical condition; im- 
measurably beyond the suspicion of any wish to 
harm her. 


Collating these phases of Mrs. Eddy’s faith and 
practice, we insist that she was not, could not have 
been, heaven-sent. God has never had an apostle 
whose record was so completely unbalanced as this. 
We grant, with all consideration, the benefits de- 
rived from the principles of Christian Science. Men 
and women do get results. We know them, who 
now rejoice in health, that were victims to dis- 
ease. We do not question the most miraculous in- 
stance of its healing power. We simply ask, Who 
is the author of it? 


The last edition of Science and Health with Key 
to the Scriptures, bearing the imprint of 1917, con- 
tains a preface under the name of Mary Baker Ed- 
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dy. In this preface, we have the gist of her new 
religion. It is solely and simply an introduction to 
a book of health. Now, no one disputes the ordi- 
nary means by which any one gets his.recovery from 
disease. He cannot steal it; and thus the law is not 
violated. If he thinks himself into a state of health, 
he is perfectly welcome to all the ground he can 
occupy. No one has any fault to find with Mrs. 
Eddy for even using the Bible to bolster her teach- 
ings. The Word of God has been an armory from 
which many weapons have been taken, wisely or 
otherwise, to buttress a tenet. It will stand that 
yet. Our contention is that Mrs. Eddy is guilty of 
impudence, yea, of blasphemy in saying as she does, 
that the Christian Church has been a failure and 
that the ages have waited for her revelation of 
truth. It is her unbearable arrogancy over the tes- 
timony of the “saints, apostles, prophets and mar- 
tyrs” of all the ages, that calls for an uncompro- 
mising resistance. If materialism has corrupted the 
pure springs of faith; if there is in mind a greater 
potency than the world has believed; if the marvel- 
lous advance of the past fifty years has lifted men 
above childish concepts of disease and its treat- 
ment, let Mrs. Eddy say so, and teach her metaphy- 
sical principle. But in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, let her not call it a new religion. 
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It is in this realm of presumption that she wrecks 
all the salient doctrines of historic faith; that faith 
for which myriads of men and women suffered and 
died. And once more, if Mrs. Eddy came down 
from that attic room in Stoughton with a revela- 
tion from God, why does she confess that she was 
compelled by “a deep-lying conviction,” when she 
closed her college, October 29, 1889, in the height 
of its prosperity, that the next two years of her 
life should be given to the preparation of the revi- 
sion of Science and Health? We find, following 
the title page of the 1917 edition, the copyright 
dates: 1875, 1890, 1894, 1901, 1902, 1906. The as- 
sumption is that in each edition thus dated, there 
was a revision which changed the substance and 
method of the truth she had received from God. 
Those of us who are keen to recall the criticisms 
of that day, know perfectly that these revisions 
were according to a popular challenge, voiced in- 
sistently in the pulpit and press. Historic Christian- 
ity “the faith once for all delivered unto the saints” 
has never needed revision. In character and charm 
it is the same faith, preached by the apostles and 
believed by the saints of all ages. 


In Mrs. Eddy’s early teachings, she declared that 
“prayer is a hindrance.” This is now modified. 
The opening of the first chapter of Science and 
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Health is “The prayer that reforms the sinner and 
heals the sick is an absolute faith that all things 
are possible to God.” Tho she persists in the Bud- 
dhistic doctrine of the impersonality of God and 
calls Him “an unselfed love.’ How then, “no loss 
can occur from trusting God with our desires” can 
be an experience, seeing that there is an insuperable 
barrier between an intelligent person who knows 
his desires and an impersonal God who cannot sense 
either the person or the desires, we are not able to 
discover. Her notion of the merely subjective value 
of prayer is voiced in the sentence, “Prayer cannot 
change the science of being that tends to bring us 
into harmony with it . . . the mere habit of 
pleading with the divine mind, as one pleads with 
a human being, perpetuates the belief in God as 
humanly circumscribed—an error which impedes 
spiritual growth.” There are some passably good 
things in this chapter, but it introduces the reader 
to what Georgine Milmine calls “a mass of incon- 
sequential statements and ill-constructed, ambigu- 
ous sentences which wander about the page with 
their arms full, so to speak, heedlessly dropping un- 
related clauses about as they go.” 


“Atonement is the exemplification of man’s unity 
with God, whereby man reflects divine Truth, Life 
and Love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and demon- 
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strated man’s oneness with the Father, and for this 
we owe him endless homage.” “He merely exempli- 
fied divine Science in his victory over death and the 
grave.” In quoting Rom. 5:10, Mrs. Eddy assumes 
to translate “If, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the (seeming) death of His 
Son.” She must do this to uphold her contention 
that there is no such thing as death. The while 
she avers, as we have previously noted, that our 
Lord impaired His message to men by allowing the 
thought of death to enter His life. He should not 
have died, according to Mrs. Eddy, and despite all 
the circumambient phraseology with which she qual- 
ifies her chapter on the Atonement, she cannot dis- 
guise the fact that His death is a hard problem to 
reconcile with her theory. Shall we accept this in- 
terpretation or the plain and simple and _ sincere 
statements of the New Testament ? 


She asserts that His hearers understood neither 
His words nor His works. To which we assent; 
and we add that the fact is emphasized by the won- 
derful enlightenment which came to them in the 
visit of the Holy Spirit, who should testify of Him, 
bring all things to their remembrance, whatsoever 
He had said unto them, guide them into all truth 
and show them things to come. She concludes her 
chapter in the sentence, “He shall give you another 
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Comforter that he may abide with you forever.” 
To which she appends, “This Comforter I under- 
stand to be Divine Science.” 


In all good judgment, Mrs. Eddy should not have 
introduced the question of marriage and put upon 
it the construction she does in the following chap- 
ter. Charity for her impels restraint of any com- 
ment on her own life. But she is not the woman 
to say, “Marriage is synonymous with legalized 
lust.””’, Commenting upon the incompatibility of the 
married state she assures us that “the mental Chem- 
icalization, which has brought conjugal infidelity to 
the surface, will assuredly throw off this evil (in 
compatible unions), and marriage will become pur- 
er when the scum is gone.” She allows marriage 
tho the union of sexes is an error;' yet, “to gain 
Christian Science and its harmony, life should be 
more metaphysically regarded.” It would seem 
that the perfection of Mrs. Eddy’s religion would 
ultimately dismiss marriage from human expe- 
rience. “Proportionately as human generation 
ceases, the unbroken links of eternal, harmonious 
being will be spiritually discerned; and man, not of 
the earth, earthly, coexistent with God, will ap- 
pear.” And while we might assume that some 
Christian Scientists would take this dictum cum 
grano salis, there are not wanting those who voice 
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their conviction as did one distinguished “Scientist” 
—“If the principles of Christian Science were fully 
understood and accepted, marriage would be unnec- 
essary for the continuity of the human race.” Some 
ardent believers in this doctrine, pure minded wom- 
en, we have been told, professed to have proven this 
experience; but nothing satisfying to the public has 
been resultant. However, Mrs. Eddy has no copy- 
right on this confusing perversion of the divine 
order. The Greek Gnostics held that “marriage and 
sexual propagation are absolute evil, or altogether 
worthless.” And the Buddhists have the same no- 
tion. 


That she unmasks animal magnetism is to be ex- 
pected and she applies herself to the triumphant 
routing of the specter which haunted her so relent- 
lessly. There is really nothing in this chapter that 
any Christian Scientists or any one else will ever 
need, for with Mrs. Eddy died this child of her 
perverted mental condition. 


When she enters the realm of Science, Theology 
and Medicine, she is in her legitimate field. And 
she wields her weapons with stalwart blows. As 
all science is founded upon material substance or 
experience, there is no alternative. All the acad- 
emies in the world, that are, that have been or shall 
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be, most graciously slip out of existence. For 
“Mind is All; matter is naught.” She could never 
have heard of Bishop Berkeley, who exercised the 
episcopal office during the beginning of the eigh- 
teenth century. To offset the materialism and skep- 
ticism of his day, he propounded his celebrated 
idealism in a “Treatise Concerning the Principles 
of Human Knowledge.” He affirmed that there 
is no proof of the existence of a material world. 
The objects of which we are conscious in percep- 
tion, are ideas. The Bishop called this a theory. 
Mrs. Eddy, oblivious of the fact that any one had 
ever traversed the field, confidently persuades all 
Christian Science believers that it was a discovery, a 
revelation from God. The eminently scientific pos- 
tulate of her system is that: 1. God is All-in-All; 
2. God is good; Good is mind; 3. God, Spirit, 
being all, nothing is matter; 4. Life, God, Omnipo- 
tent good, deny death, evil, sin, disease. Disease, 
sin, evil, death, deny good omnipotent God, Life. 
Putting these thus classified factors in the arena, 
she syllogizes a combat in which disease, sin, evil, 
death are logically swept out of existence. Tho not 
entirely so, for a3 long as the present order of think- 
ing continues, the entertainment of mortal error will 
pervade the atmosphere. Consequently, Mrs. Ed- 
dy is said to have required the application of a pain 
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alleviator in a certain dental operation, because the 
dentist believed in pain and that could affect her. 
This is consonant with the Christian Science hypoth- 
esis that the world will never see the end of the 
above antagonists to Good, God and Life, until 
everybody thinks so. In her Scientific Transla- 
tion of Mortal Mind, she affirms that “evil beliefs, 
passions, appetites, fear, depraved will, self-justifi- 
cation, pride, envy, deceit, hatred, revenge, sin, 
sickness, disease and death are an unreality.” We 
do know Christian Scientists who live to demon- 
strate in part this assumed fact, And they are ad- 
mirable in their conduct. One could not move 
them to resent an injury, and truly they endeavor 
to think only good of every one. But when we 
turn to Mrs. Eddy’s record, the attitude of her dis- 
ciples puts her to shame. What was “malicious 
animal magnetism” but evil belief? What, her mid- 
night frenzy, but fear? How can we understand 
her frequent appearance in court as other than self- 
justification? What was her attitude towards those 
who aspired to rise to her altitude, but pride? 


So, contrary to acknowledged bases of scientific 
premise and conclusion, she declares them all blind 
belief, “‘a Samson, shorn of his locks.” “When this 
human belief (physical science), lacks organizations 
to support it, its foundations are gone. “The uni- 
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verse when explained on the basis of physical sense 
and represented as subject to growth, maturity and 
decay, is and must be an enigma.” Haeckel argued 
the same enigma in his “Riddle of the Universe.” 
But he was far from treating it on Mrs. Eddy’s 
ground. “Thus,” she continues, “will matter be 
finally proved nothing more than a mortal belief, 
wholly inadequate to affect a man through its sup- 
posed organic action or supposed existence.” The 
complacency with which this proposition is stated 
is demonstrated by “In Christian Science there are 
no discords nor contradictions, because its logic is 
as harmonious as the reasoning of an accurately 
stated syllogism or a properly computed sum in 
arithmetic.” 


In the treatment of Theology Mrs. Eddy confi- 
dently asserts that “The true Logos is demonstra- 
bly Christian Science.” There is no room for the 
ancient and treasurable doctrine of St. John in the 
first chapter of his Gospel. It is not Jesus, the Son 
of God who is the Logos, the Word, but the Prin- 
ciple which dwelt in Jesus. The impersonality of 
’ the Word of God, the true Logos, is affirmed in the 
sentence, “It was now evident to Peter (reference 
is made to the scene at Cesarea-Philippi in Matt. 
16) that Divine Life, Truth and Love and not a 
human personality, was the healer of the sick, and 
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a rock, a firm foundation in the realm of harmony.” 
She raps the clergy with a hard knuckle when she 
says, “If the soft palm, upturned to a lordly salary, 
and architectural skill, making dome and spire trem- 
ulous with beauty, turn the poor and stranger from 
the gate, they at the same time shut the door on 
progress.” Well said; but oh, Mrs. Eddy, what of 
people who live in glass houses? 


Her discourse on Medicine may be readily an- 
ticipated. She thinks that Mind and drugs will not 
mingle scientifically, But the doctors on all hands 
tell us that people get well, not because of the 
drugs, but that they think the drugs help them. She 
differentiates between human will and the divine 
power which says to disease, “Peace, be still” and 
which she calls Truth. True. Human will is not 
omnipotent. It cannot do more than avail itself of 
material at hand and the energy at its disposal. 
When it has reached the limit of its operations, ~ 
thus circumscribed, it is as impotent as a rag. But 
to Mrs, Eddy, the Will which Christian Science ex- 
alts is omnipotent. When, therefore, a Christian 
Scientist says, “I will to do or be” some power 
comes at this behest and makes the declaration ef- 
fectual. This is the secret of all the mystic systems 
of the ages. Says Eliphas Levi in his illuminating 
book, “The History of Magic,” referring to the 
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most ancient form of initiation, “The adept becomes 
king of the elements, transmuter of metals, inter- 
preter of visions, controller of oracles, master of 
life, in fine, according to the mathematical order 
of Nature and conformity to the will of the Su- 
preme Intelligence.” All the way along until we 
reach the Greek mysteries, where we find the sub- 
limation of this process, the method of entrance 
into the deep things was thru a surrender of the 
will, Nothing could be more true of Christian 
Science. When one becomes a member of that cult, 
he ceases to reason along the lines of his former in- 
telligence. A mystic illumination lights the mind. 
His best friend cannot understand him. Nor can 
he make plain what he has received. There is no 
common ground of sympathy; no language compe- 
tent to convince. The only way to understand 
Christian Science is to become a Christian Scien- 
tist. So says Mrs. Eddy, “This book must needs 
be studied, and the demonstration of the rules of 
scientific healing will plant you firmly on the spir- 
itual groundwork of Christian Science.” Surely, 
absorb and saturate the being with the mystic Will 
and results must follow. 


In the line of Therapeutics, then, Mrs. Eddy re- 
verses all the laws and methods of science as under- 
stood by intelligent men “The blood heart, brains, 
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etc., have nothing to do with Life, God.” “Destruc- 
tion of the auditory nerves and paralysis of the op- 
tic nerves are not necessary to insure deafness and 
blindness; for if mortal mind says, ‘I am deaf and 
blind,’ it will be so without an injured nerve.” “You 
say ‘Toil fatigues me.’ But what is this me? Is it 
muscle or mind? Which is tired and so speaks? 
Without mind, could the muscles be tired? Do the 
muscles talk or do you talk for them? Matter is 
non-intelligent. Mortal mind does the false talking; 
and that which affirms weariness, makes weariness.” 
Comment is needless, tho the temptation to illus- 
trate this fallacy is strong. Mrs, Eddy has no pos- 
sible use for anatomy and physiology. And in her 
Science of Being, the same complacent disposal of 
matter, and insistence of the supremacy of Mind, 
continues. 


It is in the sphere of the Christian religion, tho, 
that we have most to do. As a philosopher, Mrs. 
Eddy may have her friends or her foes; and we 
may leave her to their devotion or tender mercies. 
But her invasion of the realm to which our Lord 
Jesus claimed exclusive authority must not be al- 
lowed to stand unchallenged. For at the heading 
of chapter VI. of her book, with the design of es- 
tablishing her call to apostleship, she places St. 
Paul’s protest to the Galatians, “I certify you, 
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brethren, that gospel which was preached by me 
was not of man. For I neither received it of man, 
neither was I taught it, but by revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” 


We are indebted to Dr. Max Wertheimer, (an 
ex-Rabbi, who from ministering to the Jewish Re- 
form Congregation of Dayton, Ohio, departed into 
Christian Science, and under the tutorship of Ed- 
ward A. Kimball of Chicago, prepared for the 
course in the Metaphysical College of Boston, grad- 
uating from the same with certificate of C. S. B.), 
for a clear and convicting reason why Christian 
Science should be repudiated. 

Dr. Wertheimer practised Christian Science and 
was First Reader in the Christian Science Church 
of Dayton, Ohio. After three and a half years of 
evidently successful work, he abandoned it for the 
following reasons: “Christian Science has no place 
for the redemptive work of Jesus Christ on the 
cross.” Thank God, his Jewish education prepar- 
ed him to see that. “It robs our Lord Jesus of His 
rightful place in the hearts of men, and puts upon 
the terms, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, an imper- 
sonal meaning which perverts the evident intention 
of the writers of the New Testament. It has no 
place for the apostolic rite of baptism. It allegoriz- 
es the Lord’s Supper and thus deprives the Church 
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of the two sacraments oraained by our Lord. While 
it employs the New Testament nomenclature con- 
cerning prayer, it denies the efficacy of prayer. It 
claims that ‘Christian Science is both the Holy 
Spirit and the fulfilled coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Ignoring (Dr. Wertheimer should say 
denying) the reality of matter, Christian Science 
contradicts the plain truth of God. Christian 
Science insists that sickness must be eliminated, not 
in answer to prayer and to fitting spiritual prepara- 
tion, but on the ground of its non-existence.” Dr. 
Wertheimer holds that God can and does make 
good use of sickness and that its disposition should 
be left to Him in faithful committal. But the uni- 
versal sweeping away of this common experience, 
no matter what one’s spiritual condition, is repug- 
nant to the Word of God. (Mrs. Eddy assumes 
that the reception of her dogmas would insure the 
needed fitness). When Dr. Wertheimer says that 
“The healing (James 5:14) is not for the uncon- 
verted, but for the children of God,” he doubtless 
turns in memory to many a case in his previous 
ministry. Mrs. Eddy’s rejection of the Jehovah of 
the Old Testament as “the Jewish, tribal God, man- 
projected and liable to wrath, repentance and hu- 
man changeableness,” stirs the Israelitish heart of 
this stalwart champion of the truth, with resent- 
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ment. “The repudiation of Satan and his demons 
as real beings.” (Sorry enough, Mrs, Eddy is not 
alone in this.) “Christian Science has no place in 
the missionary activities of the Church for the send- 
ing of the Gospel to the unsaved and for minister- 
ing to the needy.” Of course, Christian Science 
vigorously pushes its own propaganda. But inas- 
much as it is not normal to be sick, poor or in trou- 
ble, this cult turns coldly away from all such situa- 
tions. The doctor speaks feelingly in his reproba- 
tion of this school, when he mentions that it has no 
future for the chosen race to which he belongs. 


Much of this ground will be covered more fully 
in our discussion of New Thought, the younger sis- 
ter of this mystic family. One thing the good doc- 
tor did not mention (out of several more which he 
could have enumerated) is the heartlessness of this 
system. The poor sufferer is calmly told that he 
is not in pain. He pays money to practitioners, who 
demand “spot cash,” we learn, for being inform- 
ed that his supposed ailment does not exist. This 
attitude towards the sick is sad enough when adults 
are concerned. But how can we bear to think that 
in thousands of homes, there are little children ly- 
ing in the pains or discomforts of some physical 
disorder, whose mothers are looking on, smiling at 
them and telling them in dulcet tones that they 
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only think they are sick. The memory we have of 
our mothers is sweetened by the recollection of 
tender ministries at our sick-beds. It was almost 
worth being sick to have her all to ourselves and 
realize that we were her solicitous charge. And 
how that motherly ministry bound her to us! Can 
we ever forget the devout prayer for us, the un- 
selfish and untiring devotion to us, and the beam- 
ing smile of gratitude that wreathed her face as 
she saw us advancing towards recovery? What 
will these poor children have to recall when their 
backward look takes in the exigencies of child-life, 
embracing falls, bruises, fever, pain, and physical 
restlessness? What kind of mothers will rise in 
their recollection? 

Then, this heartlessness is disclosed in the posi- 
tion taken by Christian Scientists toward their own, 
when the danger line has been crossed. A man is 
arrested because his child has not been treated by 
a physician. Will his former associates go to him 
and comfort him? Will they do anything but fight 
the courts to maintain their right to let their chil- 
dren die if they miss the mark which Christian 
Science has set? No, in his distress, not so much 
that he was put under police protection, but that he 
lost his child, they will coldly tell him that he never 
was a Scientist or he could not have failed. 
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And, we find that when men and women have 
wrecked themselves on the shoals of this vast de- 
ception, they do not turn to the God of their fathers 
for succor, but almost invariably seek relief in utter 
unbelief, or enter the fold of churches where faith 
is denied and the Gospel is tortured to death. 


The hymns of the historic Christian Church have 
ever indicated the high water mark of Christian ex- 
perience. However weak the human elements of 
the Church, the songs of Zion have stirred slug- 
gish hearts and idealized spiritual possibilities. And 
many of the hymns are the legacy of the ages. 

In the Christian Science Hymnal, novelty is the 
key to its purpose. Something new, something dif- 
ferent, something more modern seems the standard 
of selection. Any one skilled in Mrs. Eddy’s meth- 
ods at once detects her finger prints in the pages. 

There are hymns of worship, but we fail to find, 
“All hail the power of Jesus’ name,” “Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty,” “Come Thou Almighty 
King.” “Lord, with glowing heart I’'d praise Thee” 
and “While Thee I Seek, Protecting Power.” 

Consecration hymns there are. However, “Jesus 
I my cross have taken,” “In the cross of Christ I 
glory,” “My God accept my heart this day” and 
“O for a heart to praise my God” are omitted. 
The cross is sometimes mentioned and “Onward 
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Christian soldiers” is admitted, but “(My faith looks 
up to Thee,” “There is a green hill far away,” 
“Just as I am without one plea,” “Weary of earth 
and laden with my sin,” “There is a fountain filled 
with blood,” ‘When I survey the wondrous cross on 
which the Prince of glory died” and “Sweet the 
moments rich in blessing, which before the cross I 
spend” are not included. 

There are pretty communion poems, which va- 
porize the Lord’s Supper. This is consistent tho, 
for Christian Science will not thru this divinely 
commanded sacrament “show forth the Lord’s 
death until He come,” for it does not attach any 
importance to His death, nor does it believe in His 
coming again. And the other sacrament which our 
Lord ordained, baptism, finds no expression in 
hymn or teaching, since it requires an acknowl- 
edgment of the death of self and a resurrection 
into the life of our risen Lord. Consequently, there 
are none of the grand Easter hymns of the ages. 
Mrs. Eddy has written a nativity poem strained in 
her own vein of thought; but “O little town of 
Bethlehem” and the other stirring tributes to the 
wonders of the Incarnation are not given occu- 
pancy. 

While a hymn is addressed to Eternal Mind and 
reference occasionally is made to the Spirit, no def- 
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inite recognition of His promised advent is pro- 
vided, so Christian Scientists do not sing, 


“Our blest Redeemer, ere He breathed 
His tender, last farewell, 

A Guide, a Comforter bequeathed, 
With us to dwell.” 


There are no hymns of Christian service arous- 
ing to the call for help in evangelizing the world, 
relieving the poor and sick. For Christian Science 
holds out no hand of charity, since the only mis- 
sionary propaganda worth while is its own, and 
poverty, crime and suffering do not exist. 

Some hymns are mutilated to accommodate the 
prevailing ideal. Why change “Jesus shall reign 
where e’er the sun doth his successive journeys 
run” to “Our God shall reign,” “Thou art the life, 
the truth, the way” to “God is the life’—and so 
on? 

But we are especially impressed with the utter 
lack of one great essential in Christian hymnology. 
St. Paul climaxed his Christian aspirations with 
the exultant faith, “For to me to live is Christ and 
to die is gain.” And when at last the sword of 
martyrdom was hanging o’er his head, he confi- 
dently affirmed “The time of my departure is at 
hand . . . Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
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righteous Judge shall give me at that day and not 
to me only, but all them also which love his appear- 
ing.” The catacombs of Rome contain numberless 
epitaphs indicating the faith of the early Church 
in the life to come, and the resurrection of the just 
at the coming of the Lord. Christian hymns all 
thru the ages have vibrated with ecstacy in the con- 
templation of this glad future. But the Christian 
Science Hymnal is mute. “O Paradise, O Para- 
dise,” “Lo! what a cloud of witnesses,” “Ten 
thousand times ten thousand,” “Hark! hark, my 
soul,” “Jerusalem, my happy home,’ “O Mother 
dear, Jerusalem,” “For thee, © dear, dear coun- 
try” and “Jerusalem the golden” are not found 
here. So this teaching must tamper with the con- 
secrated poems of the past and give to its adherents 
“Abide with me” shorn of its last stanza, “Hold 
Thou thy cross before my closing eyes.” ‘Lead, 
kindly Light” is there; but they may not sing of 
those whom they “have loved long since and lost 
awhile.” “Guide me O Thou great Jehovah” does 
not close with ‘““When I tread the verge of Jordan.” 
“He leadeth me” may sound forth in their meetings, 
yet not conclude with 


“When my task on earth is done, 
When, by Thy grace the victory’s won, 
E’en death’s cold wave I will not flee, 
Since God through Jordan leadeth me,” 
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And so, while Christian Scientists may smile at 
us their sweetest, assured that they truly have “the 
treasure hidden in the field,” the devotee of this cult 
meets the last enemy unaided by his religion. For 
Christian Science is a beautiful theory of life only. 
The soul that surrenders to its charms cannot con- 
sistently look up with Stephen’s ecstatic gaze and 
cry, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” The New 
Testament Christian exults in the divine provision, 
“absent from the body, present with the Lord.” 
But this man, when the summons comes, goes out 
into the silence, solitary and bewildered. 


CHAPTER VI. 
NEW THOUGHT. 


The Rev. Warren Felt Evans, another disciple 
of Dr. Quimby, wrote on “Mind Cure” before Mrs. 
Eddy published Science and Health. He may be 
said to be the Father of the New Thought School. 
When the disaffected members of Mrs. Eddy’s Bos- 
ton Church withdrew because of her tyrannical rule 
and undisguised jealousy, they. found in this sys- 
tem a haven of rest. 

To the credit of New Thought it may ‘ said that 
the imperialism of Christian Science set the mark 
of democracy on its successful rival. It does not 
stifle opinion or speech; it encourages the cultiva- 
tion of individual experience. One of its maga- 
zines is fittingly called Unity. 

And these people are a happy, free, and poten- 
tial factor in the community. There is much that 
is admirable in contrast to Christian Science. Mrs. 
Eddy left a self-perpetuating Board to continue her 
autocratic regime. New Thoughtists are all work- 
ing for the good of all; at least, so their ES 
and testimonies indicate. 

These exhilarated, joyous, all-conquering souls 
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profess to find God. And they are not ashamed 
to say so. They take the time to be still, and 
give God a part in their life. They are enthusiastic 
evangelists of their faith. They not only are not 
ashamed to witness to their advance, but zealously 
seek to bring others into their El Dorado. And on 
all hands, they evidence a greater zest in religious 
things than they ever dreamed of in their churches. 


Of course, all emphasis is laid upon health and 
prosperity. And they apprehend this field of con- 
quest with triumphant expectation. To this ac- 
complishment, they devote their energies and op~- 
portunities. They live to show what God has done 
for them. Their vision is strained to catch every 
indication of divine intervention. And they simply 
take what they want, without question. The ex- 
ultant New Thoughtist cries with authority sub- 
lime “In the Presence and Power of the Living 
Christ, I proclaim my Perfect Health. In the 
Presence and Power of the Living Christ, I pro- 
claim my Prosperity.” A splendid warning to wor- 
rying Christians is found in the answer to the ques- 
tion in one of the Unity magazines, “What is the 
truth back of the command, ‘Lay not up treasures’ ?” 
The reply is “It would be foolish to lay up with 
an inexhaustible Source of supply at hand,” 
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And this strain of comprehensive right to what- 
ever is needed is constantly disclosed in the teach- 
ings of the books and other literature. Not only 
acquisition, but the joy of entering into the spirit- 
ual legacy of human life, commands glad interest. 
Some of the titles are significant. ‘Finding God.” 
“All Sufficiency in All Things.” “The Practice of 
the Presence.” “Trusting and Resting.” “Finding 
the Christ in Ourselves.” “The Faith that Removes 
Mountains.” “Ask What Ye Will.’ “Witnessing 
for God.” These articles or volumes usher the 
reader into realms of intoxicating hope and ex- 
pectation. Professing Christians, who have led cold 
and formal lives, spring into fiery zeal at the elec- 
tric touch of these currents of possibility. They 
who have raked the surface of Christian living with 
listless aim, now dig deep into the mines of a new 
prospect with an enchantment that thrills their en- 
tire being. 


A loving harmony is extolled among all the mem- 
mers of the Unity band. A daily period of silence 
and prayer, when all the members are held in 
thought and special needs are contemplated in com- 
munal desire, enhances the winsomeness of this 
movement. The statement of the Silent Unity So- 
ciety is alluring, and must appeal to myriads of 
people: 
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The Society of Silent Unity is the absent 
healing department of the Unity work. It has 
a membership extending throughout the entire 
civilized world. It helps its members in every 
need of life, and also helps others. If every- 
thing else has failed, we will help you. “All 
things are possible with God.” 

It does not make a particle of difference 
what your spiritual, mental, physical or finan- 
cial condition is. If you need help, write to 
us; and we will pray to the Father which se- 
eth in secret, and the Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward you openly. 

No charge is made for our services, but free 
will offerings are thankfully received. 


From this we discern that New Thought em- 
braces every exigency to which man is heir. And 
the testimonies of those who are aided in these 
spheres of human experience are couched in terms 
of certain conquest. 

“T am happy to say that my teeth are doing 
fine. One has filled so beautiful and white, 
and others are filling.” 

“About a month ago, I asked your prayers 
in my behalf, helping me to realize my free- 
dom from tuberculosis. My physician made 
an examination today and tells me I am well.” 

“After using crutches for several years, I 
was healed at once and my limbs are the strong- 
est part of my body. I heard different re- 
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marks about it, even among those who do not 
believe in this way of healing. One said, “You 
look younger than you did twenty years ago.’” 

“T followed your directions explicitly as to 
the nine o’clock prayer hour, and received a 
wonderful experience. The power came upon 
me as never before, in waves of exceeding 
glory. My whole being seemed charged with 
the electric current of God’s love and _bless- 
ing. Often, through the day, I come into his 
divine presence and the signs of the presence 
of the Holy Spirit are ever present. I have 
been a church member for thirty-five years, but 
never had such a glorious testimony to give.” 


Realms of victory beyond the ken of even spirit- 
ual Christians, who know God in special need, are 
here discovered. For instance: 


“A few years ago, we were troubled with 
small ants. They stayed on and on, until cook- 
ing and taking care of the food became a bur- 
den. One evening I thought I would hide some 
fruit where they could not find it. The next 
morning when I went to get it, they were 
swarming around it. I thought of the plagues 
of Egypt, and knew God was just as able to 
cause the ants to leave as he was to remove 
the plagues from Pharaoh; and I thought to 
myself, I will not complain any more about 
those ants, but trust God to remove them. I 
went to my work, leaving it all with God, and 
that was the last of the ants until a week af- 
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ter when I found two or three in the sugar 
bucket. I remembered my promise to be pa- 
tient, and I took them out and thought noth- 
ng more about it. JI never saw an ant after 
that.” 


Another writer’s witness is along the same line, 
and for the sake of its unusual character is given 
here: 

Love is protective in its nature, and if you 
become established in it, through words of 
Truth, it will protect you and your crops. De- 
clare that the protective, harmonizing love of 
God is established in your affairs. Speak in 
the same manner to plants, and build about 
them an atmosphere of love that cannot be 
pierced by any destructive agency. Speak af- 
ter this manner to the mice, and all the rest of 
the family you do not wish to maintain; 

“You find your place in the harmony of the 
universe; and I will now set you free in the 
boundless love of God, which knows no hurt 
or harm; now go on your way and return no 
more.” Make your statement positive and 
with the finality of a “Good bye.” 

The writer is reminded of a demonstration 
she had with some mice who came to inhabit 
her home, the recital of which may be helpful 
to you at this time. They became so friendly, 
that as she sat reading Truth, they would come 
out in pairs and “companies” and frisk about 
in the room—they were really pretty little 
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things. Pondering over the situation, she came 
to the conclusion that it was just as inharmo- 
nious to starve them to death as to kill them. 
So she put what they liked on the kitchen table 
where they could feast royally. This was the 
real birth of love in the heart—there is no un- 
kindness where love is. One evening later, that 
Something prompted her to lay her book down 
and quietly say to these extremely friendly crea- 
tures, “You are an expression of life—as such 
you cannot be destroyed; there is a place for 
you, but evidently it is not my home; else all 
would be at peace. I am now going to let you 
go. Good-bye.” As the days passed and the 
mice did not return the writer knew that Love 
had won. 


One is impressed with the vast number of ad- 
dicts to the use of alcohol who are liberated. And 
as for prosperity, which is strongly emphasized, 
right gloriously do the votaries of this cult march 
on to victory in every hour of need. Positions in 
business are secured. Money for rent, unpaid mort- 
gages, or long lingering debts rolls in. Inexplica- 
ble situations of financial embarrassment are clear- 
ed up; and business reverses are compelled to be- 
have themselves. In short, the New Thought ideal 
is—the world belongs to me for the claiming and 
I am bound to have it. 


The Christian nomenclature is widely exploited ; 
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the Scriptures are freely quoted. Who could ques- 
tion this, “When I read that God said, ‘I will heal 
thy diseases,’ I believe it. And when I fail to get 
mine cured, I know the troublé is not with God, 
but with myself.” Again, “Jesus Christ said, ‘Him 
that cometh unto me I will in nowise cast out.’ That 
means you, no matter who you are, no matter what 
you have done. Just come now.” So “whatever ye 
shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son.” “Ask, knowing there 
is no other way except through him.” “Faith is the 
substance of things hoped for.” “Ask what ye will 
according to your need. And the everlasting Fath- 
er will hear; and from his inexhaustible abundance, 
pour out upon you the gifts his love has provided, 
just for you, from the foundation of the world.” 


We shall have somewhat to say as to the relation 
of New Thought to our Lord’s redemption on Cal- 
vary’s Cross. Anticipating that, note the follow- 
ing: 

Salvation through the blood of Christ is pre- 
sented to the mind in two phases; first, as jus- 
tification, and second, as an actual cleansing 
power introduced into the mind and body of 
man. Paul refers to the justifying power of 
the blood in Romans 5:8-10. “But God com- 
mendeth his love towards us in that while we 
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were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much 
more then, being now justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through him. 
For if when we were enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his 
life.” The tenth verse should have the care- 


ful consideration of every one who is seeking 
the way of life. In this verse the two phases 
of the saving blood are clearly defined. By 
“the death of his Son,” that is by the shedding 
of his blood, we have remission of sins and 
stand justified before God, reconciled to him. It 
is useless to claim the glorified Christ and re- 
ject him crucified. We must know that he 
actually did the redeeming work in himself, and 
not only so, but is here, lifting men into his 
consciousness of the divine perfection. 

The second step is “saved by his life.” The 
blood is life. The Adam blood must be shed 
(denied away) and the blood or life of the 
risen Christ must be substituted in every indi- 
vidual. Instead of mortal, corruptible blood, 
there must flow in every man a stream of spir- 
itual, incorruptible, life-giving energy. The 
benefits of the atonement are due only to those 
who go with Jesus Christ through both of 
these steps; that is, they must die with and be 
risen with him. 

Some time every one must come to the point 
where he is willing to accept the atonement of 
Jesus Christ in its fulness, and declare fearless- 
ly and faithfully the Christ righteousness and 
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life. Before eternal life can be demonstrated in 
any one, he must say in faith, that through 
Christ, death has no more dominion over him. 
The sentence of death was passed upon the 
whole race, and it is the most marvellous fact 
of all history, that pardon and deliverance from 
that sentence is gained only through the blood 
of Jesus Christ; that is, the consciousness of 
the Divine Life through his obedience to the 
Divine Law. 


The story of the Incarnation is most feelingly set 
forth in the following sentence: “A sweet, pure, 
young girl is visited by a messenger of God and 
told the wonderful glory that is coming to her— 
the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit, and the joy 
of motherhood through means of the divine method, 
the ‘immaculate conception!” Then conversely 
this Christ-child is found to be related to the mar- 
vellous origin which St. Luke describes, and is only 
a spiritual consciousness to be established in re- 
generation, in every man and woman thru the union 
of Wisdom and Love in the individual. The mys- 
tery of New Thought lies in its conglomeration of 
really clear and inspiring passages from the Word 
of God, and the endless mazes of oriental mystic 
sophisms. 


The peace of New Thought is a calm of spiritual 
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complacency. Any one who can believe in the ever 
progressing triumph of Love, despite all that racks 
and ruins the social fabric, has found an atmos- 
phere of kindliest protection. This peace is not 
stressed as given by the Lord Jesus, the Prince of 
Peace, but is a universal principle “the very sub- 
stance of all that is beautiful and desirable in life. 
Love is the essence of God. Love is the mother 
principle in Being (God), which nourishes and sus- 
tains the other qualities of the Spirit. Love is the 
greatest force in the universe and penetrates and 
purifies all contacts.” Splendidly true; seductively 
false. True in that the ideal springs from God 
Himself, who will show in due time the triumphs of 
His love; false in that this impersonal principle 
Love has any power of itself apart from the quick- 
ening of the Father-heart of God and the authority 
of our Lord Jesus to operate in the lives of men. 
This attitude of mind, however, does affect New 
Thoughtists with a kindliness towards others ad- 
mirable and worthy of emulation; and yet so weird- 
ly expressed at times. As for instance: “Since you 
are one in the universe, you must stand in right re- 
lation with it. Perhaps your sorrow comes as a re- 
action of some wrong on your part towards some 
other living creature that shares with you the right 
to life and liberty and happiness.” The same writer 
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underscores the Hindu doctrine of not killing ani- 
mals for food, by attributing unrest of mind to “slay- 
ing some creature for food; or handling of its dead 
body in preparation for food.” 


While we find an admonition that Christians 
should not neglect the Lord’s Table, the spirit of 
separatism is covertly taught. “A minister told me 
the other day that he had preached faithfully for 
twenty years, and when he touched God and found 
him alive, he was startled. He is now teaching 
others to find him too, but he had to get out of the 
church in order to do it.” Indeed, in some quar- 
ters the cult is known as the Church of Divine 
Science. While it does not insist upon separation 
from one’s past ecclesiastical relations, as does 
Christian Science, the tendency is that way and 
must result in the alienation of souls from their 
former communions. 


Dreams are defined and commended in this sys- 
tem. From a fascinating chapter on this subject, 
we may take one illustration as representative. A 
certain subscriber to the Unity Magazine writes: 


I dreamed of being in a barn full of horses. 
Amongst them was a very large black horse. I 
was afraid of the black horse and left the 
barn. On leaving, I looked to the west and no- 
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ticed a stack of new mown hay. The north 
half of this stack was spoiled and unfit for the 
use of the stock. The south half was bright 
and in good condition. In the south half of the 
stack were two hens’ nests. One contained one 
egg; the other, four. By the side of the hay 
was a well of water. The north half of the 
water was dirty and muddy ; the south half was 
clear. 


The editor in interpreting the dream says: 


To rightly interpret dreams, you must first 
find the ideas behind the objects seen. In this 
—horses represent vitality; the barn, a sub- 
stance storage; black, unillumined ; eggs, unlim- 
ited possibilities ; hay, substance; mud, materi- 
ality; hens, free thoughts, bound by environ- 
ment; well of water:—Stream of Life, ever 
welling up at the center of your Being. This 
dream shows the regenerative, redemptive work 
going on in your consciousness. Through lack 
of spiritual understanding of your animal forc- 
es, you feared them. The muddy water shows 
the negative thoughts running through your 
mortal concepts of your life forces. 


Now, we certainly can have no controversy with 
good-natured folks who would perpetuate the call- 
ing of Joseph and Daniel. These men had God’s 
illumination for a special revelation of the special 
need. But to associate this vagary with them is to 
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insult their memory. Remember that the above in- 
terpretation is made in connection with the religious 
problem of life; with the eternal destiny of men. 
Innocent women may read fortunes in tea cups, but 
we do not put the imprimatur of God upon their 
alluring predictions. 

New Thought, like Christian Science, disclaims 
relation with Spiritism, and protests that “belief 
that the entities that speak through the mediums are 
the spirits of dead people is not established.” The 
ground of this contention is that “this theory of 
continuous progressive life after death, is contrary 
to the teachings of the Bible.” (Italics ours.) The 
Christ of the resurrection, as we have seen, is a 
favorite term; but a resurrection after physical dy- 
ing is not tolerated by this school. “Practical Chris- 
tianity objects to thoughts tending to the separation 
of soul and body; because by these thoughts, con- 
sciousness is built up that finally brings about that 
dissolution.” ‘So long as people die, they have 
not received the full benefits of the saving blood of 
Christ. To be fully saved from sin is to be fully 
saved from its result, death.” “If you want to 
know all the mysteries of life, study life, and put 
out of your mind every thought of death or the 
condition of the dead. Then through the law of 
thought formation you will build up in yourself 
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such a strong consciousness of life, that its nega- 
tive, or absence will ever be to you, non-existent. 
This is what Jesus meant when he said, ‘If a man 
keep my sayings, he shall never see death.’” “We 
know whereof we speak, and we must proclaim 
this great truth taught by Jesus Christ, ‘Whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me (Spiritual I AM) shall 
never die.’ ” 

This doctrine, inspired in part by the resistance 
of any relationship with Spiritism, illumines the 
mind of the reader on other lines of supposed truth. 
Historic Christianity has ever maintained that the 
triumph of our Lord over death should be the 
promise and pledge of a life after death consum- 
mated by the resurrection from the dead, which is 
the “redemption of our body.” But New Thought 
will have none of this. The present life is so full 
of possibility, so alluringly promising of conquest, 
that the thing that God cursed becomes rarified and 
sublimated until by the energy of thought conscious- 
ness, man shall defeat the very decree of God and 
bring in his own millenium. No wonder that a 
man must break from his church. For no ortho- 
dox church could stand for such impudence. 

We see then that while to the average, and to the 
New Thoughtist unillumined, Christian, “to die is 
gain,” “to depart and to be with Christ is far bet- 
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ter,” “to be absent from the body is to be present 
wail the Lord” become the ecstatic longing, such a 
belief hinders the workings of the Biblical and true 
meaning of life. There is no place for the com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus, when the dead in Christ 
shall arise and the living saints shall be caught up 
to meet Him and them in the air. Such a perver- 
sion of the teachings of Jesus merits the severest, 
tho loving condemnation of these aspirants for the 
right exegesis of the Word of God. The seeming 
ultimate of the whole race, which must fall under 
the domination of the false belief in death, is that 
well understood doctrine of Buddhism, transmigra- 
tion of soul; ever coming back to earth for another 
incarnation, until the great truth is eventually ac- 
quired by the whole race, the process of the evo- 
lution of humanity finally fixed. 


As a harmless hobby, the positive assertions 
set forth in the preceding paragraphs, might serve 
to interest us. But the voice of authority is sound- 
ed forth. “We know whereof we speak,” has no 
uncertain ring. And more and more this aspect of 
New Thought is becoming arrogant and uncompro- 
mising. At first, it seemed that Christian people 
could add its health teachings to their faith. But 
now we behold the autocracy of the great I AM 
by which they profess to be inspired and energized. 
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We have conceded that New Thought is demo-. 
cratic in its teachings and its attitude towards the 
individual interpretation of life, But here is re- 
vealed to us the imperative call to unity of purpose. 
If the ultimate of New Thought is the triumph over 
a perversion of mind; if mankind is to come finally 
to the great consummation of assumed Christian 
ideality, thereby fulfilling the salvation of our Lord 
Jesus, without death, there must, in the very essence 
of the case, be a uniformity of opinion that will 
sweep thru the entire world. There is no hope 
then, in the perpetuation of the Christian Church. 
It must crumble; and on its site must arise this 
better, more consistent fabric, which is the true 


Gospel of God. 


We come to understand this ultimate by the de- 
mand of Mr. Henry Wood of Cambridge, author of 
“Studies in the Thought World.” Mr. Wood, like 
the writers we have recently noted, elucidates New 
Thought as defining the same truth as the Bible, 
the one “in ancient and oriental form; the other in 
modern phraseology.” What Mr. Wood really 
means is that same tricky thing which distinguishes 
Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy, when he says, “Christ is 
the name of son-ship; that is God in us.” That is, 
because Jesus, as a man claimed to be the Son of 
God, all men are sons of God. And so “Jesus per- 
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sonally expresssed that relation, supremely, ideally.” 
But says Mr. Wood, “He was not a scapegoat, a 
substitute, an interposition.” Mr. Wood continues, 
“As the Bible is an oriental book, in which truth is 
cast in terms of symbolism, metaphor, hyperbole, 
allegory, parable and general poetic expression, 
literalism has largely stripped it of its power. Em- 
phasis upon special forms of words has an unspirit- 
ual and restrictive influence. We want the fruit, 
rather than the shell.” So do we all Mr. Wood, 
but there is wisdom in the old axiom, which held 
true during the early ages of the Church, “The liter- 
al is always to be accepted unless it can be proven 
absurd.” 

As to on which side absurdity rests, let another 
New Thought writer come to the illumination of 
Mr. Wood. Mr. W. I. Hoschouer, writing in the 
January, 1917 number of Unity gives the following: 


Open your Bible at the second chapter of 
Luke, and study with me the sweetest, most 
wonderful story ever told—the story of the 
birth of Jesus. It begins by mentioning a de- 
cree of the Roman ruler, Now in the individ- 
ual consciousness, rulership implies the joint 
action of reason and will; therefore Cesar Au- 
gustus refers to the personal self-ruling, through 
reason and will, both mind and body, as indi- 
cated by the “world,” forcing all the faculties 
and powers to pay tribute in slavish carnal 


108 An Angel of Light 


service. This is the natural attitude of the un- 
spiritualized or Adam consciousness. In “Cy- 
renius” there is also a ruling or directing idea, 
indicating personal self living in intellect (Sy- 
ria), and governing being from that point of 
view. This is the source of worldly wisdom 
and gives rise to materialistic thoughts and 
feelings and carnal conditions in general. 
“City” means personal consciousness, and the 
expression “each into his own city” shows 
clearly that the writer intended this account to 
be understood strictly in a personal sense. 
Each went “into” his own city, clearly indi- 
cates the withdrawing of the attention from the 
outer consciousness, and centering it in the in- 
ner regions of the mind. 

It would be well to notice carefully the par- 
ticularizations given in verse four. Joseph is 
described as having gone “up from Galilee, out 
of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem.” 
Why this mention of all these names and in 
this particular order? “Joseph went up from 
Galilee unto Bethlehem” would have been suf- 
ficient to convey the meaning, if the writer was 
narrating a mere historical incident. But since 
he specified so carefully, we are led to believe 
that the words were intended to convey an- 
other and deeper meaning. . : “Joseph” 
represents the Spiritual or Real Self in its 
masculine aspect or function, working through 
intuition in mind and body building processes. 
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As a man, he was a carpenter, hence as a Prin- 
ciple of Being, he would represent that which 
constructs or builds in a mental sense. 

Notice that Joseph did not remain in Galilee, 
but went into Judea. The Hebrew meaning of 
“Judea” (Judah) is “praise.” This means 
that Joseph or Self, let loose of carnal thought 
and rose into a purer and more spiritual or 
praising attitude of mind. Observe that the 
text says that “he went up.” This very point- 
edly indicates a rising from a lower to a higher 
plane of thinking and living in the process of 
soul unfoldment. The narrative continues by 
saying that “he went up unto a city of David 
which is called Bethlehem.” The name “Dav- 
id” in Hebrew means “beloved” and as “city” 
means consciousness, Joseph then went up from 
the mortal or carnal plane unto spiritual or di- 
vine Love consciousness. It is very necessary 
to fix this idea firmly in mind, because it is the 
essence of the whole teaching. 


Without demanding more of the page space, let 
us trace Mr. Hoschouer’s further elucidation of this 
story more briefly: Bethlehem meaning “house of 
bread” Joseph realizes that the substance of Spirit 
is his source of supply, and gives thanks for the 
same. Mary “is the creative subconsciousness puri- 
fied or made virgin through the influence of Spirit.” 
“As she was only Joseph’s espoused wife, the sub- 
jective feminine and the objective masculine mind 
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powers had not yet been made one in perfect un- 
derstanding.” The birth of our Lord “is indica- 
tive of the Christ Spirit, Thought, or Idea, taking 
definite shape in consciousness.”’ “Swaddling clothes 
suggest the feeble beginnings of the Christ con- 
sciousness in the individual.” “Inn” symbolizes the 
intellect, the objective or outer phase of mind fill- 
ed with impressions of the world of sense, and in 
which there is no room for spiritual thoughts. The 
shepherds “describe the nature and function of cer- 
tain spiritual faculties, such as Veneration, Con- 
scientiousness, Benevolence, Intuition, Friend- 
ship, Conjugality.’ Their watching in the night 
symbolizes “the long night of error, when materiali- 
zation holds sway in thought and life.” ‘The glory 
of the Lord” represents the illumination of soul 
that comes when the personal consciousness con- 
tacts I am and is flooded with Love divine. “Fear 
not” calls attention to the disturbing of mind by 
the inflowing of Spirit. 


The temptation to ramble further into this beau- 
tiful and meaningless exegetical verbiage arises, 
but sufficient has been noted. Will Mr. Wood tell 
us if this is the fruit he is demanding? And if such 
a system of hermeneutics grows into the proportion 
of Biblical extent, what are poor souls to do, who 
have no intellects for this profound mysticism, no 
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spiritual digestion for this elaborate menu? And 
if this writer puts a certain stamp upon men and 
places, moods and dispositions, what is to hinder 
another venturesome genius from devising a dif- 
ferent? Mrs. Eddy has her Scriptural glossary on 
the like lines. 


It was the pernicious system of Origen, the father 
of this method of allegorizing the plain statements 
of God’s Word, that steered the Church on the 
rocks of skepticism in the third century and has 
ever since deprived the people of the plain and posi- 
tive teaching of the Bible. For by this means, the 
common people, whom our Lord loved, for whom 
He yearned, were isolated, and the comprehension 
of the truth was arrogated by the intellectual and 
initiated. What the apostles combatted in the mys- 
ticism of the Greeks, was revived and has ever 
since been the cause of misunderstanding. 


- As we have indicated, there is in New Thought a 
Mind, not the mind of the believer but a superior 
Mind, which is All in All. That Mind is imper- 
sonal Principle; just as Mrs, Eddy declares; just 
as Mrs. Besant insists. The language of the testi- 
monies we have noted would seem to indicate that 
simple faith in a loving Father’s care and bounty is 
the fulcrum of potency. Not so, tho. This Mind 
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demands a cutting away from the old life. Says 
one New Thoughtist, “If there ever was a day in 
my life that deserves red-lettering, or a celebration, 
it is the day that I determined I was going to find 
the living God, no matter what route I took.” You 
see, she knew all the time what route she might 
take, for she is writing these words to a friend 
who is protesting against her entering this cult. She 
expresses her joy at being liberated from her ortho- 
dox teachings. Those teachings never hid God from 
her eyes. He was always near and always yearning 
for her approach and suppliance. She took the 
route and it landed her in a supposed place of fruit- 
ful living. Where do we find her? 

Mr. Hoschouer is sponsor for the following: 
“God and Christ are understood as universal Life, 
Spirit, Love and Power, and not personalities.” It 
is all very pretty to read in the literature of this 
cult the phraseology of the New Testament and to 
see the living Christ, the Christ of the resurrec- 
tion extolled. But that is language which needs Mr. 
Hoschouer’s intricate method of interpretation to 
comprehend. In Concentrated Lessons, wherein the 
student is to “mentally acknowledge that there is 
that Spiritual Mind in you which is all Wisdom, All 
Life, all Substance and all Power,” the aim is to 
prepare for the following acquisition of potency: 
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1. “My Faith is that all-seeing Spirit of God which 
is in me, which I AM;” 2. “My Strength is in that 
all-sustaining Spirit of God in me, which I AM;” 
3. “My Judgment is that discerning Spirit of God 
in me which I AM;” 4. “My Love is that unify- 
ing Spirit of God in me which I AM;” 5. “My 
Understanding is that all-knowing Spirit of God in 
me which I AM;” 6. “My Will is that all-know- 
ing Spirit of God in me which I AM;” 7. “My 
consciousness of power is that irresistible Spirit of 
God in me which ITAM;” 8. “My Imagination is 
directed by that divine image of the Spirit of God 
in me which I AM;” 9. “My consciousness of Or- 
der is that harmonious Spirit of God in me which 
I AM;” to. “My zeal is tempered to the activity in 
me of the creative Spirit of God, which I AM;” 
Finally, “I eliminate all personality in me, and am 
free to exercise the whole Spirit of God, which I 
AM.” 

T. J. Shelton in The Nautilus (May, 1917), says, 
“We know that if God were a person, there would 
not be any room in the universe for any other rea- 
son. But when we recognize God as the Great 
Thought that fills the universe, and vibrates in the 
eternal and infinite ether, we have entered into cos- 
mic consciousness.” Again, “The cosmos 1s con- 
scious. You must not look on this universe as a 
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material but as a mental universe. Mentality 1s 
conscious of itself and so the cosmos is conscious” 
(Italics ours.) 

In India, they are frank enough to call this Pan- 
theism. But we dress it up in Christian attire, put 
a few modern frills on it; and it parades before the 
admiring gaze of the schools which are adopting 
it, as an auxiliary to the revelation of the Word 
of God; as a better religion than that which the 
apostles taught. For again we must insist that the 
doctrines of India could not have been unknown to 
them, for they mingled in a Greek civilization, 
which left no new thing unexplored. 

The Demonstration Lessons and Mr. Shelton’s 
teaching are in full accord. They picture to us the 
contemplative Hindu, gazing with mystic vision up- 
on the vast extant of space below, above, beyond; 
who reaches at last that ecstatic moment when he 
sinks into personal nothingness; and fixing his 
dreamy thought upon the potentiality of all imper- 


sonality, reverently whispers to his fast-beating 
heart, “I am Ef.” 


Few who see the attractiveness of this system, 
appreciate the lurking danger in the ideal of a re- 
ligion without a personal God. “The Cosmic Life,” 
“The Cosmic Consciousness,” “The I AM” of New 
Thought appeal to their sense of novelty. But what 
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will this new impersonal Life do for us? It will 
take God out of our daily experience; it will sub- 
limate everything to the relation of man to man and 
man to Nature; it will eventuaily harden the soul 
with the same spiritual indifference that has for 
ages marked the inner life of India, where this new 
thing was born so many centuries ago. As a new 
thing, like all new things, it is winsome while the 
sensations of its mystic play are fresh. When it be- 
comes a fixed element in society, decay of spiritual- 
ity will ensue, and selfishness and coldness of heart 
wil! reign. 


The Love that is always capitalized and exalted 
in New Thought, as in Christian Science, is another 
dangerous factor in these cults. If the impersonal 
Life postulates an ideal which tends to ultimate 
spiritual fatalism, this impersonal thing, Love, 
which on the human side becomes tremendously 
personal, has its pernicious mission. The triumph 
of this Universal Love leads men and women into 
relations that betray the weakness of human nature. 
There is in the memory of the writer a testimony 
given some time ago by a friend, who wrote in 
deep distress, “My sister met her husband there (a 
New Thought home). They had marital relations a 
year before they were led by ‘Life,’ through neces- 
sity to recognize the law of the land.” This com- 
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munity was presided over by a man whose seem- 
ingly exalted standards captivated every one. But 
in his own life the supremacy of this Love which is 
the quality of New Thought led to a bondage which 
is best expressed in the words of the writer, “His 
wife had not developed the ‘Universal Conscious- 
ness’ sufficiently to be happy with him, so taking 
her children, she left him.” This New Thought 
home was familiarly called “The Laboratory ;” and 
life there was said to be very harmonious and restful. 
And yet, the writer describes the language at times 
as “vile and repulsive.” The constraining suppres- 
sion of inner impulses and images had to yield to 
an occasional outburst. The writer continues, 
“What is in must come out, and while ‘Life’ may 
lead to an effort to cover up what one is conscious 
of, and has usually been taught is ‘not nice,’ yet 
here, abandonment to desire and an open expres- 
sion of one’s feelings and thought marks an advance 
in the growth towards ‘Universal Consciousness.’ ” 

Mark that this testimony is given by one who has 
painfully studied the thing at close range, has had 
heart-to-heart talks with her saddened sister, a 
woman of uncommon qualities, whose husband is 
an educator. Allowed that one illustration may not 
be made to cover a world of experience, this case 
which is only one of thousands, is indicative of a 
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trend towards a corruption of morals, as morals are 
understood in the Word of God, and an utter catas- 
trophe to the soul. How clear and sweet come the 
pleading words of David, “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” 


CHAPTER VIiz 
THE CHALLENGE TO THE CHURCH. 


What will the Church do to meet the problem 
which these sects are complicating? A decision 
must be made. Conventional Christianity may 
shrug its shoulders and dismiss the matter, with an 
“T don’t care.” This is cowardice. It is forsaking 
our Lord once more, and leaving Him in the hands 
of those who are alien to His heart. 

Certainly a situation lies before the Church today. 
We are confronted by a terrible alternative. If 
Christian Science is from God, and is all that Mrs. 
Eddy claims for it, we who reject it are in danger 
of damnation. For the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
based upon acceptance or rejection, salvation or 
judgment. If it is not from God, its assumptions 
stamp it as the most audacious anti-Christian sys- 
tem that has ever confronted historical Christianity, 
There is no intermediate ground. Christian Scien-- 
tists may be very cordial to us and accord us free- 
dom to act as we will. But either God is behind 
the teaching, or He is not. If He is, we are guilty 
of repudiating Him, and no measure of complacen- 
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cy on our part will answer the charge. If He 1s 
not, then, by all that is logical, the Church militant 
has a warfare to wage. And the same verdict sits 
upon our heads concerning New Thought. These 
people have a fruitage and they glory in conquests 
which we do not duplicate. God is either sponsor 
for them or not. True, they do not throw down 
the gauntlet with Mrs. Eddy’s arrogance. Not- 
withstanding, we must meet the problem. 


There are small companies of sanctified souls in 
every communion that stand for all that God’s 
Word provides, and hold a testimony glorifying 
Him. And organizations are banded with the pur- 
pose of proving “what God can do.” But the evan- 
gelical Christian Church is mute, inactive, unre- 
sponsive. 

Perhaps few of the Christian community realize 
how deeply this question has settled upon the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church. At every General Con- 
vention for the past fifteen years, probably, the mat- 
ter of anointing the sick for healing has been dis- 
cussed with serious and determined intention. No 
doubt the forthcoming Prayer Book will contain a 
service for that purpose. A number of clergymen 
of that communion have written on the subject with 
strong appeal. The late Rev. Henry Wilson, D. D., 
was conspicuous And the Rev. Henry B. Wilson, 
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B.D., has presented a volume under the caption, 
“The Revival of the Gift of Healing.” A signifi- 
cant feature of this movement in the Episcopal 
Church is the re-establishing of the apostolic system 
of dealing with disease along the lines of faith and 
prayer. That it will associate the celebration of the 
Holy Communion with the rite of anointing is 
worthy of notice. No minister of that communion 
is now hindered from administering the oil, accord- 
ing to St. James’ direction. Many and conspicuous 
illustrations of the power of our Lord to heal might 
be cited in the history of that Church during the 
past quarter of a century. 


This aspiration found a form of expression in 
Boston, thru the rector of Emmanuel Church and 
thus took the name of the Emmanual Movement. 
Numerous cases of restored health have been 
recorded ; and victories on other lines as well. But 
with all affection for the founder and the highest 
esteem for the nobility of his endeavor, we must 
protest that there lurks in it the seed of doubtful 
practices. We are compelled to ask, if it is really 
Christian in essence and demonstration. 

1. The founder of this system and his coadju- 
tors are trained psychologists. The voluminous 
literature produced by its authors indicates that 
their Christian concepts are psychological, not spir- 
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itual, as we have been educated to believe in the 
spirituality of the New Testament. 

2. The movement assumes to bring the Chris- 
tian religion in its practical workings to the test of 
modern science and historical research. The at- 
tempt to translate the efficiency of the Gospel by 
scientific methods, is to surrender to the New 
Thought principles ; and is so thoroughly antagonis- 
tic to the spirit of the New Testament that the 
keen-scented Christian cannot fail to detect the 
taint. 

3. While the promoters claim to reproduce the 
works of Jesus, they positively limit the sphere of 
operation to mental disorders. In this realm, Chris- 
tian Science and New Thought run far ahead of it. 
And there lies in the provision a tacit admission 
that some maladies are, at least so far as the Em- 
manuel Movement is concerned, “too hard for the 
Lord.” The invert effect of this is to fix more 
skeptically than ever the bounds beyond which 
faith may not venture. All organic cases are con- 
signed to the doctors, to be worked over on the old 
lines, and cannot claim any aid from the Movement 
and its beneficent mission. 

4. “Suggestion” occupies a prominent place in the 
therapeutics of this school. It signifies the intru- 
sion of a superior mind into the susceptibility of 
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the weaker intellect. Instead of the New Testa- 
ment ideal of the incorporation of the Lord Jesus 
as life and light and strength, it exalts the master- 
ship of humanity. This is a domination which to 
the spiritual Christian is repulsive. The child of 
God who lives close to his Lord cannot thus allow 
a “stranger to intermeddle.” 

5. And allied to suggestion, hypnotism, that con- 
fessedly dangerous agent, is exploited with much 
elaboration. There lurks in this system the impu- 
tation that our Lord and His apostles resorted to it 
in sundry healings, wrought by them. 

New Thought does not thus explain the New 
Testament healings. Indeed, there is a positive pro- 
test against hypnotism in the Unity magazine, in 
which the writer declares: 


We never use hypnotism, mesmerism, spirit- 
ualism, mediumship, clairvoyance, nor in any 
way attempt to suggest health to the subjective 
of our patients. We recognize that every in- 
dividual is a child of the living God, with a 
divine right to be free to choose for himself. 

True and lasting health, peace and salvation 
can come only to any individual through his 
being awakened by the Spirit of Truth, and 
through accepting and entering into the Truth 
for himself, learning to express his own Christ 
dominion and power over himself, thus bring- 
ing into expression and manifestation in his 
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life and affairs, the righteousness of God. 

It is a very great sin for one individual to 
seek in any way to mentally control another, 
and thus rob the other of his inherent right to 
be strong, reliant and master of himself. We 
would not, if we could, compel people to do 
what we believe to be right. That would make 
them nonentities—good for nothing. 

In our ministry we never try to mentally in- 
fluence those who come to us or those for 
whom friends and relatives ask our prayers. 
Our ministrations aim at establishing the in- 
dividual in the dominion of the Holy Spirit, 
then he will be led of himself to do what is just 
and right. 

It is a mistake to think that any seeming 
mesmeric power could do greater or quicker 
work in mankind, and in bringing about perfect 
peace on this earth than the salvation through 
Christ. ‘There is none other name under hea- 
ven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved.” 


6. There is ever present in the teachings of the 
Emmanuel Movement the tendency to analyze and 
- rationally explain faith, rather than to grip faith’s 
potentialities. Whereas, in the Word of God heal- 
ing is a conferment from the Lord to the recipient, 
in this method all emphasis is laid on the dynamics 
of the subconscious mind. By this means, the 
bridge which leads from disease to health is not the 
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possession and sanctification of the Holy Spirit, 
but the rousing into action of unused units of sub- 
liminal force, which supposedly reside in all men. 
Now we all know that latent vitality exists in every 
one, and that nervous prostration arrives to begin 
its darkening career when one has drawn too large- 
ly upon it. And Prof. Munsterberg, an authority 
in psychology, denies that there is any such thing 
as a subconscious mind. The introduction of this 
factor into the realm of faith, therefore is doubt- 
ful. For faith is not an attitude of mind which 
compels the quickening of one’s own resources. It 
is rather a confidence on the part of one who needs, 
towards one who is able to supply. As the poet has 
well put it—faith is 

“The grasping of almighty power; 

The hand of man laid on the arm of God; 
The grand and blessed hour 


In which the things impossible to me 
Become the possible, O Lord, through Thee.” 


It will not do, therefore, to associate the divine 
bestowment, faith, the gift of God, with the sum- 
mons to the sluggish soul to command its regal 
right and walk forth into the realm of conquest. 
Such a product would not be that God heals man, 
but that man helps himself. We must beware of 
the subtilty of the modern slogan, which this propa- 
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ganda has adopted, “The Enthusiasm of Human- 
ity.” 

7. Consequently, in the Emmanuel Movement, 
we find that prayer is not obtainment from the Giv- 
er of all good gifts, but an effect produced on the 
mind of the worshiper. And the Word of God, 
which according to St. Paul, “effectually worketh in 
them that believe,” is not employed for the trans- 
mission of healing, save as its ethical standards in- 
spire to nobler conduct and purer lives. 

8. While the writers of the New Testament as- 
scribe to Jesus’ healings a triumph of Deity over 
Satanic oppression, the Emmanuel Movement con- 
gratulates the present generation on a liberation 
from the superstition of a personal devil. Omit- 
ting the strong statements, of St. Paul, who is quot- 
ed as being unable to “shake himself free from this 
Jewish notion,” we are forced to a painful conclu- 
sion as to our Lord Himself. Either He did not 
know the baselessness of the belief, thus invalidat- 
ing His authority to teach the truth; or He willing- 
ly lent Himself to the perpetuation of a darkness, 
the like of which He insists He came to dispel. 
The entanglement of logic here is embarrassing. 

9. The Christian doctrine of redemption sweeps 
the entire horizon of the needs of the redeemed. 
There is no call for His compassion, who died for 
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us, to which He will not respond. For He is “Head 
over all things to the Church, which is his body, the 
fulness of him that filleth all in all.’ Why then, 
should the Emmanuel Movement introduce modern 
science and historical criticism, with all their rami- 
fications of confessed failure, into this sublime spir- 
itual realm of relation and life? 

And who is this pretentious upstart, “Psycholo- 
gy,” yet in his infancy, who audaciously tramples 
the sacred precincts of the temple of life, opening 
his mysterious pack, and bringing forth the magic 
“crystal” into which we are to gaze that we may 
loose ourselves from the tense binding of neuras- 
thenia or any ailment, and in a dreamy sense of 
nothingness to gather rest and health, and go forth 
to liberty and joyousness? As he displays his 
wares, we are apt to be so fascinated with his nice 
affectations that we fail to detect the odor of that 
far-off land, that same India which gives to human- 
ity spiritism, occultism and sundry other systems, 
some of which we are treating, all seeking to in- 
gratiate themselves into the Christian faith. 

Let us be understood. Psychology in its own 
province is an honest science. But when it crosses 
the line which divides it from the spiritual, it in- 
vades a realm exclusively another’s. There is no 
process by which they can be made to assimilate. 
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There is not, cannot be, any common ground of 
sympathy. “The psychical man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolish unto 
him; neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned” (Greek of I Cor. 2:14). 

Psychology is free to work along its own lines. 
And there is room for large achievement. But in 
the name of Him against whom the wisdom of 
man has ever exalted its proud head, let it be stout- 
ly resisted when it seeks to codperate with the Holy 
Spirit of life. 

What shall we say, then, as to the Christian char- 
acter of the Emmanuel Movement? Eliminate the 
supposedly Christian elements from it. Transplant 
it to Japan. Will it not work as effectually among 
that highly intelligent people, devoid of its Chris- 
tian atmosphere, as here, flavored as it is with the 
suggestiveness of the sanctuary? ‘There is every 
reason for an affirmative answer to the question. 
The assumed subconscious mind, which is the child 
of modern Psychology, may be an explosive ele- 
ment, if finally found to exist. What may tamper- 
ing with it lead to? Far too early in the history of 
this new thing are we, to be certified of the ulti- 
mate results. Who can tell what may be the na- 
ture of this newly discovered world? Experimenta- 
tion may lead to the awful discovery that the most 
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holy place of the inner life has been foully dese- 
crated. The only safeguard against the danger is 
an unqualified surrender of the whole being to the 
Holy Spirit of God. 


Would that this criticism should not have been 
necessary. It is given with all consideration for the 
intention of the founder and his associates. The 
Emmanuel Movement came to birth in a convincing 
estimate of the need of saving to the Church the 
many who were being tempted to leave it. And 
for this it is most praiseworthy. It has succeeded 
in a wonderful way. Its clinics are crowded and the 
ministrations of the clergy and workers are taxed 
to the utmost. Therefore, the Church at large has 
the example of a longing on the part of conscien- 
tious people, who need what Christian Science and 
New Thought confer and yet cling to the Church of 
the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 


What can the Church do, then? Simply go back 
to where it left off. Materialism has swept so 
strongly over it, negations of the truth have so 
alarmingly absorbed the thought of its members, 
that there must be a radical reform. Any minister 
of the Gospel -who eliminates the supernatural from 
the Word of God is not fit to lead in this return to 
the “old paths.” And the worldly-minded congre- 
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gation lacking a desire to get “God’s Best” is equal- 
ly unqualified to enter upon this call to action. On 
the part of pastor and flock there must be a spirit 
of confession, such as Daniel breathed because of 
the sins of his ancestcrs. Truly, we have “turned 
every one to his own ways.” Now let us seek God’s. 


There must be the recognition also that God who 
formed the body of man is the proper one to whom 
its repair should be committed. We may not dis- 
cuss the use of means. Whether or not they are 
employed, let God be linked with the need for heal- 
ing. In the olden times, which suggest so much 
levity to our modern critics, they were wont, when 
sickness came, to turn to God at once acknowledg- 
ing their sins. There was more in that attitude of 
mind than our superficial scratching of truth has 
disclosed. Often times we should find that if we 
followed this divinely approved manner, we should 
get right with God and well in our bodies, so that 
the need of medical attendance would be obviated. 
While that must be a matter of personal experience, 
one thing may be strongly urged—that a continuous 
fellowship with the Lord Jesus, in prayer and the 
daily absorbing of the Word of God, will keep the 
channels of health so open that His life can enter 
and assert its sovereignty. There is not a spiritual 
Christian on the face of the earth who has not learn- 
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ed that truth in some degree. Why not, then, make 
it an aim? Live for it. Talk about it. Lead others 
into it. Rejoice when any testimony to its power is 
given. Make it so real that it shall triumph over ev- 
ery foul doubt, question, fear or anxiety. Let the 
ministers of the Church preach on divine life for the 
bodies of men, as well as for their souls. And the 
people will respond. They are hungry for just such 
a message. The reason why Christian Science and 
New Thought grip the multitudes is that they 
appeal to what is a daily need and what may become 
a daily experience. 


The thing that makes the cults of which we have 
been treating so comprehensive and successful is 
what we may call the solidarity of their ministry. 
They are in unison, their period of so-called prayer, 
meditation and spiritual fellowship in what is named 
“absent treatment” bind them by a priceless bond. 
The churches must get this secret too. As things 
are now, one can belong to a church and not be 
known by half of the congregation. Not so in these 
cults. They attach themselves to all and make the 
union of all in one a potent factor in operation. 
Let the churches arouse to the call to sympathy and 
the communion of saints. Our dear sheep will not 
then be found cropping succulent grass in alien 
fields. Our Lord ordained the Holy Communion 
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to meet this need; that a bond of loving oneness 
might hold His Church together. So great was 
this solidarity in the post-apostolic age, that the 
heathen were wont to say, “How these Christians 
love each other!” But what a bit of cleaning up 
there will have to be, in this age, ere that can be 
revived. If it cost us heart-aches, do let us recon- 
cile differences, promote confidences, enlist codpera- 
tion, arouse enthusiasm and zeal in the exaltation 
of this New Testament ideal, and aim towards the 
gratifying of our Lord’s craving, “That they may 
be one.” 


But before this external condition can be reached, 
there must be a return to the New Testament stand- 
ards, both of truth and of interpreting it. The 
temptation to make the Bible say what we think it 
should, just because we have ideals of fitness which 
we would have it confirm, must be prayerfully re- 
sisted. God inspired men to write it in their sim- 
plicity and whole-heartedness, that “he who runs 
may read.” Let the Word of God be God’s heart 
message to our souls; let it breathe into us His very 
life and love; let us take its plain statements un- 
relieved of the specious reasonings of the schools. 
One of our most prominent Bible students today 
was so lost and darkened by these reasonings while 
a student at a certain divinity school, that he was 
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fast losing his faith and near to losing his mind. 
When he turned to the most spiritual professor for 
help, that wise man said, “Read the Bible as God’s 
Word to you. Let no man come between you and 
Him.” The light that burst upon his vision never 
has ceased to brighten his way and stimulate him 
to aid others in his dilemma. 


Then let us make God a living person. The 
Scriptures are instinct with this fact. They un- 
fold Him as knowing all about His own, watching 
their steps, guarding them from evil, feeling for 
their sadness, expressly ready to deliver them in 
peril, planning for them the ways of His inscrutable 
wisdom, loving them with a love that commands 
and enjoys reciprocation, and waiting for that glad 
day, when “they shall see his face.” 


In our presentation of the will of God, the per- 
verted way of consigning that will to the realm of 
catastrophe must be renounced. The will of God 
is our richest heritage. In it are embraced all the 
good things that have flowed from the redemption 
of our Lord Jesus. The enthusiastic devotees of 
the schools we have been noting walk “rough shod” 
over the pastures of God, and claim whatever they 
want on the ground of their birthright in the flesh. 
How much more may our loving Father do for us, 
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who recognize our union with Him as children of 
God thru regeneration, and enter into the possession 
of the “all things” of His promising? 

Until the Christian Church once more preaches 
“the exceeding sinfulness of sin,” its message to 
mankind will be paralyzed. All the New Testament 
messages took cognizance of this barrier to advance 
to God. It had to be met, to be disposed of, ere 
reconciliation with God could be effected. Sin is 
not a whit different from what it was in the ages 
of the development of the revelation of God to 
man. The temptations to sin are the same; the 
forces that lie behind sin are as malignant, and 
hostile to God and to true righteousness. The need 
for redemption is as acute and painful as when the 
Lamb of God gave Himself a ransom. And it will 
not do to say that this redemption, literally, this 
buying back of man to God, is a matter that 
was settled for all men in all lands, irrespective of 
their recognition of its efficacy, and:a surrender of 
their will to the way of God which begins at the 
Cross. When Mr. Wood scorns propitiation, he 
speaks not alone for the New Thought cult, but 
many so-called evangelical clergy, who eliminate a 
so popularly unattractive subject from the pulpit 
ministry. The redemption of Calvary has been said 
to offend good taste; the blood as disclosed in the 
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New Testament “savors of the shambles,” is “dis- 
gusting,” “revolting,” “abhorrent.” From this ten- 
dency we may not be surprised that some assert 
that three-quarters of the Bible should be thrown 
away. Undoubtedly, what would be left would have 
no reference to this tremendously important achieve- 
ment. 


There can be no appreciation of the enormity of 
sin, however it may be defined in the lives of those 
who are the radical expression of its ravages. It 
must become a personal sense of separation from 
God. Flouting it as a well-discarded doctrine or 
complacently dismissing it from the realm of rec- 
ognition is not reasonable; and it may be treacher- 
ously treasonable. Let us then put the question, 
“What is sin to me?” 

Herbert Spencer declared in his definition of life 
that “life is correspondence with environment.” 
Nothing could be more clear. Given and continued 
that correspondence, death could never come. The 
triumph of death is the signal that correspondence 
has been marred. Now God is our environment. 
And we are not in correspondence with Him until 
a reconciliation has been effected. That reconcilia- 
tion has been accomplished by means of the Cross 
and the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
may talk very prettily about our knowledge of di- 
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vine things and delude ourselves that we are sure 
we shall be quite ready for whatever comes bye and 
bye. But in the depths of our being, we know we 
are afraid to meet God. And only as the power of 
the Christ who died for our sins works in us the 
spirit of confidence, can we at all anticipate that 
last journey with comfort of heart. Buddha did 
not die to save men. Denial of sin cannot remove » 
its reality. To say that all is right with the soul, 
when only the earth side of life is exalted may be 
a terrible peril. And to affirm that the final evolu- 
tion of Truth over Error is the abolition of death, 
is to make our God a liar and to stamp with nothing- 
ness that tragedy which was the chief note of the 
apostolic evangel. 

Yes. Jesus came, not to tell us that sin is no 
more, but to save us from it, as we pass day by day 
thru the dangerous pitfalls it has left for our un- 
doing. And above all, He has by His death taken 
away the sting of death so that, while in our hu- 
manity, we are like Job abhorring himself; like 
Isaiah, crying “Woe is me;” like Peter on the sea- 
shore of Galilee, bidding our Lord to depart from 
him, great and glorious is the fact, when we are 
saved by the blood of Jesus, that we sit in the 
heavenlies with Him and are at home with God. 


Then, let us make much of our love to God, thru 
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this standing and dignity, this confidence and fel- 
lowship. The first and great command was, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 
all thy soul and all thy might.” Our Lord Jesus 
emphasizes it. It is the crowning impulse of the 
New Testament. A loving Father receiving and 
rejoicing in the love of His own; aliens once, now a 
“purchased possession.” God’s property forever 
and translated into the kingdom of the Son of His 
love. Let the love of God be shed abroad in our 
hearts, so sweetening and sanctifying our lives; so 
energizing us for service for others; so blessedly 
crowning the union that holds us to His dear heart, 
that we may sing with deeper fervor 


“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a tribute far too small. 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my life, my soul, my all.” 


This done, and having “access into this grace 
wherein we stand,” all the promises of God become 
to us the Yea and the Amen, in Him, who could 
say, “Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me; 
and I knew that thou hearest me always” (John 11: 
“41, 42). Let triumph be our expectancy. Regard- 
ing every exigency of life as the occasion for loy- 
ing and faithful intervention in our behalf, the ex- 
hilaration of New Testament faith will sweep us 
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on to conquest, as the God of hope fills us with all 
joy and peace in believing (Rom. 15:13). 


CHAPTERTVALE 
THE LIGHT THAT IS DARKNESS. 


As “All is Good” in Christian Science, sin can 
have no existence. ‘Universal Love” excludes it. 
And the only recourse is to insist that this hideous 
thing which is torturing the world today is only an 
error of mortal minds. As the “Cosmic Conscious- 
ness” of New Thought nullifies the Bible doctrine 
of a future life, and of a judgment according to the 
life here, in its repudiation of the continuance of 
personality, there can be but one conclusion. Nir- 
vana is the refuge for mankind. 

These two sides of the triangle, are met and 
matched by another, sometimes sympathetically, but 
in one regard antagonistically. It exults in the fact 
of a future life; and a future life that is conscious- 
ly linked to this life. 


It is called “Spiritualism” but its proper designa- 
tion is Spiritism. In approaching it, the open- 
ing path is thru the gate of Science—hard-headed, 
strong-minded natural science. The Society for 
Psychical Research has for many years continued 
faithful and painstaking efforts to scientifically 
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classify and if possible to endorse this occult thing. 

We may mention some of the exponents of this 
exploitation of psychic phenomena. Cesare Lom- 
broso, the greatest criminologist of Italy, who again 
and again saw the supposed laws of nature defied 
by the Italian medium, Eusapia Paladino, who her- 
self recently visited this country; Camille Flam- 
marion, the celebrated French astronomer and au- 
thor, who became an aggressive convert to Spirit- 
ism; Dr. Pierre Canet, of the College of France; 
Prof. Chas. Richet, of the Paris Faculty of Medi- 
cine; Dr. Maxwell of Bordeaux; Prof. Sidgwick of 
Cambridge and his associate, Fred. W. H. Myers, 
author of “Human Personality, and Its Survival of 
Bodily Death;” Dr. Richard Hodgson, “the keen- 
est psychic detective that probably the world has 
ever seen;” Prof. Wm. James of Harvard, a man 
of deep spirituality as well as scientific acumen; 
Prof. J. H. Hyslop, author of a number of books 
on the problem; Dr. Alfred Russell Wallace, one of 
England’s greatest scientists; Sir Oliver Lodge, of 
whose voluminous book “Raymond” we shall have 
to speak; William T. Stead, a journalist, who un- 
fortunately perished in the Titanic disaster; (Mr. 
Stead had gone so far as to establish a post office 
between this world and the other, which would have 
elaborated had he lived); Sir Arthur Balfour, at 
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one time President of the Society for Psychical Re- 
search, “who gave scientific ghost-hunting an inter- 
national standing;’’ Sir Wm. Crookes, one of the 
three greatest of the scientific galaxy of England, 
with Huxley and Tyndall; Prof. J. D. Quakenbos, 
author of “Evidences and Enemies of Christianity ;” 
Rev. Dr. I. K.. Funk, who startled the world a few 
years ago with his “The Widow’s Mite” which con- 
tains a five hundred page plea for the continuance 
of personality and a future life of conscious knowl- 
edge of the past. 


The principle of the Society is Huxley’s dictum, 
“Sit down before a fact as a little child, be pre- 
pared to give up every preconceived notion, follow 
humbly wherever and to whatever abyss Nature 
leads, or you shall find nothing.” This they have 
faithfully done in the weird world of spirits; and 
done it to the letter. But they are not without sus- 
picion that Nature has slipped them; the “abyss” 
has a distinctly unscientific fragrance. Just where 
they were beguiled into a by-path, they cannot tell. 
But there they are, blinking at each other with wise 
thoughts and wondering visages, holding in their 
arms a mass of information they cannot catalog in 
Nature’s library; and yet unwilling to admit that 
something supernormal has fooled them. For con- 
fessedly, when they do really believe in spirits as 
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occupying an operative sphere in the affairs of men, 
they leave the realm of science and enter that of 
religion. 


An essentially important study is Prof. Crookes’ 
experiments with Miss Cook, a young woman of 
the ordinary type, but of strong mediumistic qual- 
ities. She, while in the trance state, materialized 
Katie King, who professed to have been an inhabit- - 
ant of India in her earth-life. Prof. Crookes en- 
tered the arena armed to resist any power in the 
line of “thought transference’ which Miss Cook 
might attempt. But he found she was not capable 
of this trickery. 

Another feature of his investigation was the use 
of the camera. He knew that the fakirs of India, 
who cause plants to rise from the earth, leaf, bud 
and blossom in the sight of the beholders, exercise 
hypnotic influence only. The camera proved that 
Katie King was material to the sensitized plate. His 
next step, which he believed had not yet been at- 
tempted, was to get a photo of both Miss Cook, ly- 
ing in a trance, and Katie King; which was done. 
His final conquest was won when he asked to touch 
her, which she allowed. We may quote him: “Katie 
never appeared to greater perfection; and for near- 
ly two hours she walked about the room, convers- 
ing with those present. Several times she took my 
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arm when walking, and the impression conveyed to 
my mind was that it was a living woman at my 
side, instead of a visitor from the other world.” 
Mr. James Creelman, writing in Pearson’s Maga- 
zine, affirms, from the part of Prof. Crookes’ tes- 
timony which has not been quoted here, that he 
kissed her. His language would imply that he did. 

He found further that she recorded pulse beats; 
and her chest, upon examination, defined rhythmic 
action of the lungs. She bore luxuriant tresses of 
a rich golden auburn hair, a lock of which he was 
allowed to cut, and to possess. Let him further 
describe her: “Photography is as inadequate to 
depict the perfect beauty of Katie’s face, as words 
_are powerless to describe her charms of manner. 
Photography may indeed give a map of her counte- 
hance; but how can it reproduce the brilliant purity 
of her complexion, or the ever-varying expression 
of her most mobile features, now overshadowed 
with sadness when relating some of her bitter ex- 
periences in the past life, now smiling with all the 
innocence of happy girlhood when she collected 
my children around her, and was amusing them by 
recounting anecdotes of her adventures in India?” 

There came a final materialization, when Katie 
King bade her farewells to the distinguished circle 
which she had enlightened and charmed; for be it 
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known that Prof. Crookes had invited the most 
critical professional friends to witness these mani- 
festations. As Katie reached the last moment, she 
gently and tenderly laid her hand upon Miss Cook’s 
motionless head and said, “My dear, God bless you.” 
Retrospecting the series, the professor says, “To 
imagine the Katie King of the last three years to 
be the result of imposture, does more violence to 
one’s reason than to believe her to be what she her- 
self affirms.” 


There can be no question that the demonstrations 
accomplished by Prof. Crookes exceed in impor- 
tance any previous achievements. Nor have any 
succeeding gone farther inte the mysterious realm. 
Much was expected of the recent trip to America 
of Eusapia Paladino. But she did not convince the 
critics who attended her sittings. Her plaintive 
confession is voiced in the words, “These scien- 
tific men are so careful. And when the seance is 
over they say they cannot understand. I wish they 
could. I want to help them. If I should be the 
means of bringing about some great discovery, I 
should be very proud, and would feel that my life 
on the earth had been useful.” 


The greatest interest at present attaches to the 
volume just published by Sir Oliver Lodge entitled 
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“Raymond.” The name of the book is that of his 
son, who was killed in the war now raging. The 
trend of the book which covers four hundred pages 
is as follows: 


1. Raymond, son of Sir Oliver, was second lieu- 
tenant in the Second South Lancaster Regiment 
and was killed in action on September 14th, 1915. 
The associated events cluster around the great fact 
of the intervention in the affairs of men by forces 
operating from a supernormal source and with a 
supernormal energy. Sir Oliver receives a warn- 
ing of his son’s peril by means of a message from 
Myers (Frederic W. H., of whom we have made 
mention). This came thru Mrs. Piper, a world- 
wide known medium, in America. The mes- 
sage was apparently communicated by “Richard 
Hodgson, whose part in, the work of the Society 
for Psychical Research is recognized.” Lodge, 
Myers and Hodgson were strongly attached in this 
realm of investigation. The warning of Raymond’s 
peril comes thru a passage in the Odes of Horace, 
which both complicated the message and confirmed 
its supernormal character. 

2. After the death of Raymond, Lodge was con 
sumed with a desire to hear from his boy. Thru 
a complete stranger, a medium named Mr. A. Vout 
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Peters, a seance was arranged with Lady Lodge. 
Peters’ control was named “Moonstone.” Myers is 
mentioned and with him a group of people, who 
seem to be the departed members of the S. P. R. 
The significance of this message is that it confirms 
the postulate of modern Spiritism in the written 
words: 


“NoT ONLY IS THE PARTITION SO THIN THAT YOU 
CAN HEAR THE OPERATORS ON THE OTHER SIDE, BUT 
A BIG HOLE HAS BEEN MADE,” 


And Raymond clinches the statement of “Moon- 
stone” by crying, “Good God! how Father will be 
able to speak out! much firmer things than he has 
ever done, because it will touch our hearts.” And 
at a subsequent sitting with Lodge, “Moonstone” 
brings him this appeal, “For God’s sake, Father, do 
it. Because if you only knew, if you could only 
see whatI see . . . you would throw the whole 
strength of yourself into this work. But you can 
eto eae 

3. The mysterious group photograph is an in-, 
cident of peculiar interest, but not at all essential 
for our time and limited space. 

4. Mrs. Kennedy, a recent friend, in London, 
enters the Lodge episode and in connection with 
Leonard, another medium, further expands the vi- 
sion. Mrs. Kennedy’had lost a son, Paul, in the 


146 An Angel of Light - 


war, and was receiving constant messages from 
him, either in automatic writing or direct contact. 
Sometimes, by means of table tilting, the confu- 
sion became discouraging. At other times, the com- 
munications were clear and satisfying. The nature 
of the sittings differed little from the thousands con- 
stantly recorded in other seances. 

5. We are interested in Lodge’s chapters deal- 
ing with his deep longing to fathom the secret of 
life and death. And while he lays challenging stress 
upon psychic communications as demonstrating the 
continuance of personality after death, he cannot 
yet rid himself of certain puzzling aspects of the 
problem. Surely we all can echo the tender breath- 
ing of a soul that longs to know God, when he 
writes at the close, “It will be strange, if this 
ghastly war fosters and simplifies and improves a 
knowledge of Christ; and aids in the perception of 
the ineffable beauty of His life and teaching. Yet 
stranger things have happened.” “My own time 
down here is getting short; it matters little; but I 
dare not go till I have borne this testimony to the 
grace and truth which emanate from that divine 
Being—the realization of whose tender-hearted 
simplicity and love for man is accessible, as al- 
ways, to the humble and meek.” 


Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, writing in the Metro- 


The Light that Is Darkness 147 


politan of September, 1917, testifies to his full 
confidence in Sir Oliver’s estimate of the religious 
Christian character of this system. He also quotes 
the present Bishop of London, as saying, “It will 
be a new kind of Christianity.” Sir Arthur adds, 
“That does, I think, fairly well describe it ; but sure- 
ly the whole earnest world is looking for a new 
kind of Christianity which will get more of the 
real spirit of the Founder, and make impossible for- 
ever such frightful relapses into the dark ages as 
those which our generation has witnessed.” No 
doubt, Sir Arthur has the war in mind in uttering 
this last. But then he proceeds, “Here is some- 
thing definite, something assured, something that 
will be based upon tangible proof and will combine 
the most advanced science with the most exalted 
morality. Such is the spiritual movement as I read 
it—a fresh influx of inspiration, and far the great- 
est religious event since the coming of that Great 
Spirit who brought nearly two thousand years ago, 
the message of gentleness and tolerance from which 
the world seems to have profited so little.” 

But Sir Arthur makes a concession which bears 
significantly upon the discussion. Hear him tell 
how he came to believe this supposed truth; “My 
training was most orthodox in the least elastic of 
all churches. But after becoming a medical stu- 
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dent I found such discrepancies between the new 
knowledge and the old teaching that my views were 
changed. Truth at all costs was my motto, and I 
groped my way through some years of inquiry and 
doubt toward some definite conclusion. Alas! that 
conclusion was only negative, although I never ceas- 
ed to be a Theist, seeing signs of divine purpose all 
around me.” Mark you, the one essential to en- 
trance into Spiritism is the surrender of orthodox 
religion, A truly spiritual Christian, who believes 
the Bible from cover to cover, as the saying goes, 
would break up a seance instanter. His very pres- 
ence creates a disturbance which nullifies all the 
assumed religious operations. - Why? 

Sir Arthur’s confession of faith embraces the 
mention of Judge Edmonds’ unquestionably real 
communications with his deceased wife; the value 
of Wallace’s “Modern Miracles ;” the Crookes ex- 
periments of which Katie King is a so-important 
chapter; General Drayson, one of the pioneers of 
this movement in England; and Myers’ great book 
on “Human Personality.” He became a member of 
the Society for Psychical Research and assiduously 
applied himself to the quest on which he has been 
bent with so meager satisfactory results. He al- 
lows that when spirits who are vile and repulsive 
make themselves known in the seance, it is only 
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that the human personality once inhabiting the body 
here has not changed. But he urges that we must 
get beyond guttersnipes. ‘What you have to do is 
to go farther and see if you cannot get into touch 
with things higher, not lower than yourself, and 
if you are worthy it will be given you.” And “It 
is, I repeat, this religious teaching which is the great 
gift which has been granted in our time.” 


We see the trend, then, with devout scientists, to 
pass from the exacting laws of Nature, which was 
their first and immovable postulate, and into the 
realm of spirituality and faith. Dr. Minot J. Sav- 
age trumpets Spiritism as the New Pentecost; tho 
he lacks in his assumptions the sweetness of Lodge, 
James and Hyslop. 


The late Dr. Funk, who was a recent accession 
to the ranks, found also as we might expect, a more 
than purely scientific tendency. “It is said that the 
spiritistic movement in becoming scientific has 
struck a side track. Yes, but what if this side track 
proves to be the main road, and that main road 
proves to be Christianity newly interpreted through 
the new intellectual light which is thereby reveal- 
ed?” In his “Widow’s Mite’ he records some 
stinging accusations made by a visiting spirit as to 
the character of prevailing Christianity. Admitted 
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on all hands that there is much of popular Chris- 
tianity which is worthy of condemnation, that is not 
the real ground of criticism. Present day Chris- 
tianity must get rid of its creed, its intolerable be- 
liefs in things which from their very nature impede 
the progress of this propaganda. And so beneath 
the seemingly virile injunctions lies the subtle pur- 
pose to win away from orthodoxy those who are so 
stripped of their traditional faith that with Sir Ar- 
thur Conan Doyle they may approach this new thing 
prepared to receive the light. 

Dr. Funk gives us pages of tirade, one of which 
may be quoted as illustrative:, “Your materialism 
is the stone wall that hinders your progress. You 
shut your eyes and say there is no light. Friend, 
to get rid of spirit phenomena you are getting rid 
of the Bible, exchanging humming birds for mos- 
quitos, killing roses to grow docks, running from 
sheep to wolves. Awake, ye sleepers, look up, you 
are not alone.” 


This must suffice as we turn to the vital problem. 
Are all spiritistic manifestations consonant with a 
religious hope and aspiration? Sir Arthur admits 
they are not. But why should the powers that oper- 
ate behind the partition express this new religion 
in such a revolting way? The other Pentecost was 
not so characterized. Pure hearts, clean speech and 
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life, sober presentations of reality, a profound sense 
of the august sovereignty of God and His truth, 
all marked the record of the Acts of the Apostles. 
Andrew Lang in his book “Dreams and Ghosts” 
speaks of “purposeless ghosts” and “fantastical 
freaks.” And with his Scotch regard for the s3a- 
credness of the Bible, declines to link the thing with 
religion at all, And he lays his pen down with the 
declaration that the field is open, and all “may de- 
cide for themselves.” But Dr. Funk, Christian min- 
ister that he was, feels that a few must decide for 
the “all.” Here again is the contrast between this 
new Pentecost and that of the Word of God. Con- 
sonant with the trend of the day, to exalt Christian- 
ity into the realm of the intellectual, modern science 
and historical criticism are invoked; and common 
men must have the problem decided for them. 
Whereas, in the city of Jerusalem, God’s Pentecost 
reached and clinched the faith of the people. Again 
we ask what has a new Pentecost, if there be a new 
one, to do with rappings, table tiltings, blasts of cold 
air, vulgar speeches, blasphemous outbursts, grap- 
pling with the sitters such as when Dr. Savage in 
broad daylight could hardly hold an accordeon, so 
tense was the power of the unseen force to take it 
from him, the levitations, the curdling noises and all 
else? God is not such a being as requires this man- 
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ner of announcement; or such accessories to His 
revelation. ae 

What of a professedly Christian movement which 
has recorded its estimate of Christ in the following 
statements: “Any just and perfect being is Christ ;” 
“Christ was a medium and reformer in Judea; he is 
now an advanced spirit in the sixth sphere; he nev- 
er claimed to be God and does not at present;” 
“Concerning Christ I believe there is much to be 
learned from his life. But I do not look upon him 
as my Saviour, nor as my Mediator between God 
and myself”? These are spirit testimonies and we 
note that while Christ is accorded the achievement 
of reaching the sixth sphere, Thomas Paine, the 
apostle of the Destructive Criticism of today has 
attained to the seventh sphere, tho entering the 
spirit world centuries after Jesus our Lord. 


Note too, the effect of the seances upon the me- 
diums. Dr. Randolph testifies, “A sensitive man 
or woman, no matter how virtuous . . . may 
be led into the most abominable practices and hab- 
its.’ Dr. Gridley in “Astounding Facts from the 
Spirit World” declares, concerning a medium of his 
acquaintance, “The sufferings inflicted upon him by 
evil spirits would fill a volume of five hundred 
pages.” Some of the items recorded are simply 
atrocious. Says Mr. Howitt, “There is no question 
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with the wretched sufferers of their phantasmago- 
rial assaults, that they are very life and quintes- 
sence of hell . . . mind, body, soul, imagina- 
tion, nay the very heart, are polluted by the ghost- 
ly canaille.” Gerald Massey, a pronounced spirit- 
ist admits, “We have broken into the spirit world 
on the side on which they keep their insane asylum.” 
The Spiritual Magazine confesses, “We are told 
that devils put on the robes of angels and convey 
subtle poisons to human souls. It is doubtless true 
that this may be so.”* 

Even Miss Cook, the meditm of Prof. Crookes, 
while not affected in this horrible way was always 
so exhausted after a seance, that she had to rest 
for two weeks. We must plead that the religion of 
the God of Christianity has never defined such 
symptoms. 


“The Great Psychological Crime” is a book of 
four hundred pages, which deals with the destruc- 
tive elements of this and kindred systems. The 
author is a confessed spiritist; but raises a strong 
protest against the abuses which are markedly char- 
acteristic of prevalent practices. One case of the 
many deserves record here. It refers to the use of 





* Further illustrations may be found in Anti-Christian 
Supernaturalism, pages 103-113. Christian Alliance Pub, 
Co., 318 West 30th Street, New York City. 
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the Ouija Board, a seemingly innocent toy, which 
professing Christians sometimes humor without 
thought of danger. The Metropolitan Magazine of 
April, August and September, 1917, has interest- 
ing letters as to this board. Sometimes it works 
true amazingly. Sometimes it fails. But the fact 
that it works at all is the uncanny thing about it. 
We note the incident as follows: 


In a small town somewhere west of the city 
of Chicago, a few years ago, lived a family by 
the name of C , consisting of parents and 
one son; the father nearly sixty, the mother 
about four years his junior and the son, twenty- 
seven. They were an intelligent and unusually 
happy family, all consistent and honored mem- 
bers of the Methodist Church. 

The son, who had been the life and idol of 
the home, was taken with a fever and died. 
The parents were indeed disconsolate. Even 
their religion seemed to have lost its meaning 
in the presence of such sorrow. 

It so happened that among their nearest 
neighbors was a family of spiritualists at 
whose home seances and circles were held. 
The bereaved father and mother turned to 
them in hope of finding a way to bridge the 
chasm between them and their boy. Here it 
was through this simple instrument, they learn- 
ed to believe thai their son was with them 
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daily and waiting to talk with them as often as 
they would give him opportunity. 

The Ouija Board appealed to them because 
it was so simple and harmless. The process 
appeared to be one which in no sense affected 
the mind or intelligence of the medium. Not 
wishing to be identified with the spiritualists, 
they purchased a Ouija Board of their own and 
began a series of sittings in their home. 

Their efforts were rewarded with immediate 
success. Messages of affectionate greeting, of 
assurance, of admonition and instruction were 
received, from which they seemed to recognize 
the identity of their son’s intelligence. And 
they were very happy. 

The writer, anticipating results, endeavored 
to dissuade them from continuing. Nothing 
however could convince them that the Ouija 
Board could in any circumstances involve dan- 
gerous, disastrous or unhappy results. 

Time passed. In a few short weeks, sitting 
an hour each evening, they both found they 
could anticipate the messages in advance of the 
board. This was to them a great triumph. 
And they began to dispense with the Ouija and 
communicate freely and directly by mental pro- 
cesses alone. 

Within a few days thereafter, Mr. C 
began to hear voices very distinctly. His wife 
developed the same experience a few days 
later. From that time forward, rest and peace 
vanished from their earthly home forever, 
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These voices continued to talk to them at all 
hours of day and night. When one ceased, an- 
other took up the strain and continued until 
superseded by others still. Life became a tor- 
ture. 

Then it was that the awful truth dawned 
upon them. They had opened a door which 
they could not close. That which meant to 
them the realization of their fondest dreams, 
became a torturing menace to health, reason, 
and life itself. The voices which at first had 
been loving, tender, and sweet, and full of com- 
fort, encouragement, and hope, now filled their 
ears with nothing but the most vicious, pro- 
fane, vulgar, and vile epithets known to the 
language. Every attempt to silence them, to 
shut them out or to drive them away only in- 
creased the torrent of verbal filth beyond the 
limits of human lips to express. 

When they could bear the strain no longer, 
Mr. C consulted the family physician, who 
promptly pronounced him insane. He died in 
the asylum in eight months from the time of 
their beginning the use of the innocent and 
harmless Ouija board, and his wife, having fol- 
lowed, survived but a few months. 





Dr. J. Godfrey Raupert, the English author, was 
a member of the English Society for Psychical Re- 
search and a personal friend of many of the most 
prominent European investigators. His studies 
have led him to declare that every phase of psychi- 
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cal research is produced by an evil force. In an 
illuminating article in the Philadelphia Ledger on 
“Danger in Tampering with the Supernatural” he 
affirms that he has hundreds of cases recorded in 
which mental confusion and spiritual darkness en- 
sued. He cites one young woman who indulged in 
the Planchette, a board similar to the Ouija. She 
too got beyond the need of the board after some 
days of experimentation. At first the voices were 
harmless. Then they became vile and blasphemous. 
Ultimately, they urged her to commit suicide. And 
she was helpless to resist them. Twice she attempt- 
ed the dark deed, but was unsuccessful, happily. 
Yet her life was wrecked. Dr. Raupert concludes, 
“Tt was as though her own will was entirely in sub- 
jection to that of some diabolical intelligence.” 


Is this and all its correlated factors the Light for 
which the world is in need? Will the noble Society 
for Psychical Research stand sponsor for it? Will 
the zealous converts to Spiritism embrace this de- 
partment in their calculations of its being a new 
and vital interpretation of Christianity? 


CHAPTER IX. 


“A LIGHT THAT SHINETH IN A DARK 
PLACE.” 


We have noted in a previous chapter the collapse 
of Christian civilization. The exultant cry “The 
world is getting better” has been followed by the 
groans of the dying on the battle-field, the sobs of 
bereaved women, the piteous appeal of maimed and 
orphaned children. The infection of frightfulness 
has spread thruout the nations. When the record 
of this terrifying war shall be -written, strong men 
will turn from it, sickening and appalled. 


The great problem which must be answered, in 
the last analysis, is, Who is responsible? Not now 
do we deal with men, but those elements of activity 
and malignancy which have entered into men and 
made them demons. Is the good God to face the 
accountability? If not, who? Not men. For if 
ever there was a demonstration of supernatural 
forces riding rough shod over the sweet and sacred 
traditions of national and social life, it is now. 


They who plead for the “harmony of the uni- 
verse” adopt a way of escape in the plausible and 
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complacent dictum that “the error of mortal mind” 
materializes a non-existent fact. Carried to its logi- 
cal sequence, there is no war, there is no suffer- 
ing. “All is Good.” 


The peculiarly degrading aspects of Spiritism 
which have been all too briefly noted, have proven 
the unfitness of that religious system, tho backed 
by the best scientists in the world, to stand the test 
of “the harmony of the universe.” Who superin- 
tends the operations of the “Diakka” described as 
those “who take insane delight in playing parts, in 
juggling tricks, in personating opposite characters, 
to whom prayers and profane utterances are of 
equal value; surcharged with a passion for lyrical 
narrations; whose every attitude is instinct with the 
schemes of specious reasonings, sophistry, pride, 
pleasure, wit, subtle convivialities . . . never 
resting, never satisfied, joying in victimizing others, 
secretly tormenting mediums, causing them to fal- 
sify in acts as to exaggerate in speech”? These 
Diakka intermeddle, they love to lead humans into 
drunkenness, as tho they participated in the intoxi- 
cation with delight. They are the very scum of 
the system. And yet, if we allow that Spiritism is 
the handmaid of Christianity, the new and enlight- 
ening re-interpretation of the Gospel to the mod- 
ern world, we must admit these atrocious factors, 
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with all the seeming good spirits, who perform evi- 
dently beneficent deeds in behalf of blind and err- 
ing men. Confessedly we note once more, the scien- 
tific authorities are perplexed. They acknowledge 
the propriety of the demand; they cannot bring 
themselves to accede to it. And that is where the 
Spirit question of today stands. 


Now, all of these systems claim to translate to 
the later-day religious consciousness the Bible of 
Christianity. Singularly, that sacred volume has its 
solution of the problem of Spiritism, and its reply 
to a bewildered world, which stands aghast in sad- 
dening contemplation of the facts of existence. 


Shall we trust this Word to lead us? And will 
we believe its testimony? 

A wonderful being was once created by the benev- 
olent thought of God. “Thou sealest up the sum, 
full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.” “Anointed 
and set in the holy mountain of God, in the midst of 
the stones of fire,” “perfect in all thy ways from the 
day that thou wast created” until—until “iniquity 
was found in thee.” And why? “Thine heart was 
lifted up because of thy beauty; thou hast corrupt- 
ed thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness” (Ezek. 
28 :12-19). We must not forget this description, for 
it enters into a right understanding of the great 
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mystery which humanity has not yet solved. 

This beautiful being, dethroned thru his own fol- 
ly, was not destroyed. We may not err in believ- 
ing that the good God would prolong his existence 
that he might repent and be restored. For that is 
the nature of the Deity. His career is plainly re- 
corded. He is found in the garden, the first spy, 
loving to intrude into the sacredness of man’s in- 
nocence. We know the result. He is discovered 
among the sons of God who appear before Jehovah 
(Job 1:6, 7). His love of calamity is gratified in 
the permission to bring upon righteous Job the sor- 
rows recorded in that history. And his delight in 
witnessing human suffering is allowed, when poor 
Job himself is afflicted by his malignant hand. 
When the heavenly messenger was sent from Je- 
hovah to Daniel, for full three weeks the prophet 
waited; and at last this messenger came with the 
confession that he was detained by the Prince of 
Persia one and twenty days, who if not the being 
of whom we are speaking, this Prince of Persia 
was at least one of his subordinates. Significantly, 
Michael, the archangel, is recorded as asserting the 
authority for the time which he afterward will ex- 
ercise in complete measure. See Daniel 10. Yet, 
so exacting are the ethics of that spiritual world 
that this same Michael is properly respectful to 
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this being when the question of the body of Moses 
is an issue (Jude 9). ; 

St. Peter describes the work of our Lord as 
healing all who were oppressed by Him (Acts Io: 
28). And we have authoritative rebukes from Je- 
sus’ lips to him, while His own experience in the 
temptation shows the cunning, the malignance and 
the self-love of his nature. In teaching the disciples 
the form of prayer they might use, He embraces the 
petition, “Deliver us from the evil one.” The en- 
tire life of our Lord is descriptive of a combat with 
him and his demons and finally on the cross, the 
triumph of Calvary’s tragedy is defined as over- 
coming “him that had the power of death” (Heb. 
PIG 

In the present age, his realm is in the heavenlies 
as well as on the earth. Read the remarkable 
statement of Eph. 6:10-17. When the end of the 
present dispensation shall arrive, Michael will again 
cross Swords with him and he and his will be ousted 
from their rendezvous, and in rage tumbled down 
to the earth, with but a brief season for further 
evil doings (Rev. 12:7-12). The finality of his 
career is seen in an incarceration for a thousand 
years, after which, loosed for a season, he will turn 
his hand to his old tricks and be condemned to the 
Lake (Rev. 20). 
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Why not believe this? Why is it incredible? Do 
not the facts of existence suggest its reasonable- 
ness; aye, prove it? Why then, do men refuse 
to accept it as a part of their religious creed? It 
is easy to say, as many have and will, “I don’t be- 
lieve that God Almighty ever made a devil.” But 
the history of the case shows that God did that 
very thing, only the devil made himself what he is, 
and God is not accountable, save as in the divine 
inscrutability, he is permitted to work out his own 
way to the ultimate triumph of God’s way. 


The nature of the operations of this being are 
fully consistent with the Biblical revelation. De- 
ception is the crowning element. He is called the 
Deceiver. His first tactics were along this line; 
and all thru the Word of God his methods take 
shape from this incentive. He blinds the minds of 
them that do not believe (II Cor. 4:4). He is the 
author of every lie. And he is a murderer, who 
loves to behold suffering (John 8:44). ’Twas he 
who inspired and energized Judas in the committal 
of his base deed (John 13:2, 27). That men may be 
prepared for their final doom, he instigates a world- 
wide deception (II Thess. 2:8-12). And in it all, 
he himself is the most deceived. For in his vain 
heart, he hopes yet to conquer the forces of good. 
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Are there not numberless illustrations on earth, of 
this very disposition? 


A conspicuous factor in his way with mankind is 
his insistent quest for worship. He would have 
given the whole world if our Lord would once only 
bow down and do him homage. The entire system 
of idolatry is founded upon this pursuit. For in 
worshiping images or other objects, men uncon- 
sciously worship him, since their eyes are not on 
the living God, and their hearts are far from Him. 


What now, if the impersonal Good and Mind of 
the cults we have studied should be this very being? 
Do not too hastily cry, “Perish the thought.” There 
is a tremendous possibility of the all-too-true reali- 
ty. What if, under the spell of Spiritism, men sup- 
pose they are approaching the pathway of holy 
things at the end of which is God, and they find at 
last, when the secrets of all hearts are disclosed 
that they have bowed down to an alien god? Re- 
member that concealment of end is ever the pur- 
pose of all deceptive arts, in all planes of life. There 
is no more pleasurable gospel to his eager heart 
than the constant and insistent claim, “There is no 
devil.” By this means, he ingratiates himself, as 
does the skilful modern spy, into circles of most 
desirable fruitage. And the dread fact of his pres- 
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ence and operations is not known until the crime 
has been committed. Why not stand by the Word 
of God in this portraiture of him? 


Do we think, as the scientists do, that Spirit- 
ism is a new thing? It has existed for centuries. 
And its ancient demonstrations were so repulsive to 
God that He warned His people against it. Why, 
if it were a stepping stone to the temple of truth, 
should He have done so? Certainly, the prophets 
of the Old Testament would never have put them- 
selves on record, in resisting the trend of the age 
in which they lived by denouncing that on which 
God was silent; much more would they not have 
dared to affirm that wrong which God had pro- 
nounced right. Note a few of the many denuncia- 
tions: 


There shall not be found among you one that 
useth divination, or is an observer of times, 
or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a 
consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard or 
a necromancer. For all these things are an 
abomination unto the Lord; and because of. 
these abominations, the Lord thy God doth 
drive them out from before thee. Thou shalt 
be perfect (sincere) with the Lord thy God 
(Deut. 18 :10-14). 

Regard not them that have familiar spirits, 
neither seek after wizards to be defiled by them. 
I am the Lord your God (Lev. 19:31). 
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And when they shall say unto you, Seek un- 
to them that have familiar spirits and unto 
wizards that peep and that mutter; should not 
a people seek unto their God—for the living 
unto the dead? To the law and to the testi- 
mony ; if they speak not. according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them (Isa. 8: 
19, 20). 


In the New Testament, our Lord was constantly 
coming into contact with poor mediums, the demon- 
possessed, who were racked and ruined. Strong was 
the cry of the indwelling supernatural beings, who 
beheld and feared Him, “I know thee, who thou 
art, thou holy One of God. Art thou come to tor- 
ment us before the time?” Does this look as tho 
demonism was a part of His sacred ministry? Are 
we to infer that He was sympathetic with the spirit 
manifestations of His day? 

There was one seance to which He lent Himself. 
The dead Moses came back; the translated Elijah 
joined him; the glorified Son of God was trans- 
figured in their presence (Matt. 17). But when 
St. Peter has described this event, to which St. John 
also alludes (John 1:14), he defines its object to 
be the vindication of the majesty of the Lord Je- 
sus; and the place was the “holy mount.” There 
are lacking here the accessories of the modern se- 
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ance. ‘When therefore Spiritists tell us that the 
Bible is full of spirit manifestations, let the full 
truth be told. 

We observe that the Apostle, after recording the 
transfiguration (II Peter 1:16-21), asserts that it 
makes more sure the word of prophecy whereunto 
we do well that we take heed as to “a light that 
shineth in a dark place.” Surely, there is no other 
authority so acutely arrayed against this propagan- 
da, as the Word of God, which is dragged into its 
system. And our Lord’s test to the world is again 
vindicated: “If they hear not Moses and the proph- 
ets, neither will they be persuaded if one rose from 
the dead” (Luke 16:19-31). 


How then shall we understand this mystifying 
field of experience which lays hold of the Bible and 
seeks to re-interpret it, yet displays the very con- 
ditions and operations which the Bible unrelenting- 
ly condemns? Which assumes to call back from 
the dead the loved ones whose very voices and 
characteristics are reproduced; and yet with which 
there are associated certain uncanny features which 
at times mischievously intrude? The answer may 
be, must be, clear and uncompromising. The spirits 
of the dead do not return. Our Lord Jesus who 
has the keys of death and of hades (Rev. 1:18) 
cannot lend His holy sanction to such repulsive do- 
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ings and sayings as we have here briefly described. 


Spiritistic demonstrations are rendered thru de- 
mons, who love to obtrude themselves into the con- 
sciousness of men and_are constantly seeking media 
for such expressions. Be appraised of this all-im- 
portant fact—that demons vary in nature and meth- 
od of manifestation as do the persons whom they 
seek to govern or represent. There are mischievous 
demons, as well as malignant; pleasure-loving as 
-well as melancholic; beautiful as well as repulswe ; 
cultured as well as base; refined as well as brutal; 
religious as well as blasphemous; kind as well as 
cruel; affecting purity as well as spewing out the 
filth of hell. This is all consistent with St. Paul’s 
definition of the “rulers of this darkness,” so match- 
lessly portrayed in Eph. 6:12, against which the 
Church must contend. 


Angel ministry and protection is a well-defined 
Bible doctrine. Why this office? Is it not that spir- 
itual beings, antagonistic to God, to them and to us 
are to be met and defeated? What of those who 
ignore or repudiate the divinely appointed means 
of succor, in the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and 
the panoply of the Word of God? Can we not see 
that when one is surrendered to the interfering 
forces that operate in Spiritism, the demon that has 
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known more intimately than any human being the 
inner life of a departed friend can simulate all the 
essential idiosyncracies of that person, involving 
memory of most minute matters, and thus to sat- 
isfy a hungry heart? We have recorded what it 
can lead to, when violent demons fling themselves 
into the sanctity of holy relationships. Did our 
Lord see something of this aspect of the case, 
which was as well experienced in His day as ours, 
when He addressed the Pharisees, whom He charg- 
ed with being the children of Satan, “If the Son 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 
8:36)? 

And let us not be beguiled by the sophistry that 
in the healings and evident prosperity effected in 
the other cults, God must be the agent, since they 
are beneficent. God has never removed from the 
prince of the power of the air the potency to do 
supernatural works. Indeed, he will be found per- 
forming “lying wonders” just ere our Lord shall 
come (II Thess. 2:9). As there is no reason why 
trickery should be exposed in Spiritism, so we are 
not burdened to prove that the cures of Christian 
Science and New Thought are spurious. 


When St. Paul drew aside the veil disclosing the 
Spirit’s vision of the latter times, did he not see just 
what we are descrying? Are we not living in the 
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days of departures from the faith? And how are 
these departures marked? By “giving heed to se- 
ducing spirits and to doctrines which demons teach” 
(I Tim. 4:1). What may these doctrines be? And 
is this a time when the unloading of them may be 
due? We may find our answer readily. A doctrine 
of demons is the exaltation of the intellect. This 
was characteristic of the reign of the Babylonian, 
Egyptian and Grecian mysteries. And we trace it 
back to the fall of the prince of the dispensation of 
this darkness (John 14:30). “Thou hast corrupted 
thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness” (Ezek. 28: 
17). The pride of knowledge-has swept over the 
world. Psychology has capitalized Mind and en- 
throned it as queen of religion. Sweet, simple faith, 
God’s way to the temple of truth, is flouted with 
superlative scorn. 

Another doctrine of demons is the enthusiasm of 
the beautiful. It refuses to recognize the hideous- 
ness of sin and its horrible fruitage in the degrada- 
tion of mankind. It can softly sing of the “har- 
mony of the universe” while the cry of an agon- 
ized humanity disturbs the vibrations of the ether. 
Going back again to the deposition of this agent 
of evil, we discover that he was “lifted up because 
of his beauty.” Let us not cling to the absurd 
characterization of him borrowed from medieval 
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concepts. His beauty yet remains, and is the foun- 
tain from which the streams of the deceptions of 
the beautiful flow. 

The impersonality of the Deity is another doc- 
trine of demons. We have stressed this error and 
must make this final note of it. In‘its pernicious 
workings, it obliterates from human consciousness 
the fact of God as a vital and ever present person. 
It seems to solve the problems offered, and to clari- 
fy an otherwise cloudy horizon. We observe, how- 
ever, that in the very letter to Timothy in which 
the text is found, the Apostle repeatedly dwells 
upon the “living God” as tho he foresaw the postu- 
late we are considering. 


We must not be surprised at all this. It is the 
legacy of the Church. Our Lord warns us that 
“if it were possible” the very elect will be deceived. 
Alas, the Christian Church has been. It has lost 
its bearings. And in the sea of modern progress, 
it is tossed unanchored and drifting, unconscious of 
its insecurity. And busy have been the factors 
which have effected the situation. Having ignored 
the devices of “that Great Serpent which deceiveth 
the whole world” (Rev. 12:9), a part of our delu- 
sion has been our kindly consideration for every 
new teaching that has come to our hearing. We 
have thought ourselves “broad” in allowing some- 
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thing good in everything. This modern charity has 
become a Circe which has turned the sheep of God 
into another nature. The best of us are victims of 
this “Zeit-geist.” We have ceased to hear the Shep- 
herd’s voice; and other leadings have captivated us. 
Well do we need the Apostolic conviction. “We 
are not ignorant of his devices.” “For such men 
are false prophets, deceitful workers, fashioning 
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no marvel; 
for even Satan fashioneth himself into an angel of 
light. It is not a great thing, therefore, if his min- 
isters also fashion themselves as ministers of right- 
eousness; whose end shall be*according to their 
works” (II Cor. 2:11; 11:13-15). 


When the Holy Spirit came on the day of Pente- 
cost, His guardianship of believers at once began. 
He illumined the minds and energized the hearts of 
the disciples. As with our Lord so with them, 
the outpouring and enduing of the Holy Spirit was 
the essential to life and service. The frequent ad- 
monitions in the New Testament that He shall in- 
dwell and outwork disclose to us that there can 
be no safety from the alluring devices that lead to 
soul-deception, but in Him. It is He who warns 
St. Paul of the coming apostacy. “The Spirit 
speaketh expressly.” If we would know the will 
of God with regard to any and all of the problems 
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now agitating Christianity, He alone can lead us in- 
to truth. When there is a full surrender to His 
sovereignty, doubts vanish, deceptions are discover- 
ed and avoided, the sufficiency of His protection 
from all the “fiery darts of the evil one” is demon- 
strated. 

He will give His own a vision of the myriads of 
ensnared souls, for whom He is moved with pity 
and longing; aye, “with groanings which cannot be 
uttered.” Shall we not turn to Him, penitent in 
behalf of the unconcerned mass of professing Chris- 
tians, and stand with Him for the rescue of well- 
meaning men and women who are being beguiled? 
Only a profound conviction of their error, deep 
sympathy for their peril, and the divine compas- 
sion can move us to adequate faith and prayer. 

When we have contemplated with His perspective, 
this vast and complicated deception, our solicitude 
will be energized into action, by the renewed con- 
viction that it has its source in him, who would 
transform himself into an angel of light, and quali- 
fy his ministers with a like mission in the lives of 
a deluded humanity. This agent St. Paul described 
as “the god of this age, who hath blinded the minds 
of the unbelieving, that the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
not dawn upon them” (II Cor. 4:4). 
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And let us once more acknowledge the Deity of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the unique Son of God, by 
whom alone all divine sonship is conferred thru 
personal faith in Him; “who existing in the form 
or God, counted not the being on an equality with 
God a thing to be grasped at;” “who is the image 
of the invisible God, the first born of all creation;” 
“whom God appointed heir of all things, through 
whom also he made the ages; who being the efful- 
gence of his glory, and the very image of his sub- 
stance,,and upholding all things by the word of his 
power, when he had made purification for sins, sat 
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” 

Entering upon the glorious vista of His redemp- 
tive work for a pleading world, now blood-drenched 
and quivering in anguish, let us unite with Him in 
the intense longing of His heart to bring universal 
salvation thru His glorious appearing, that blessed 
hope for which the Church has always waited. 
Then, rejoice that thru His beneficent ministry, “the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea,” and He shall be known 
among men, loved, honored and served as “the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords.” 


CHAPTER X. 
RECESSIONAL. 


Dr. Lyman Abbott once said, “There is a com- 
mon endeavor, not to read in the Scriptures what 
it contains, but to read into the Scriptures what the 
reader desires to find there.” This is the trend of 
the schools we have been treating. Sundry arcs of 
the curve of truth have been segregated from the 
whole and made to stand sponsor for it. Every 
honest believer must meet the test which Dr. Abbott 
set forth; and ultimately he must reach the decision 
that he will accept what God says, not what he wish- 
es Him to say. 


The Word of God is designed pre-eminently to 
reveal God to the spiritual consciousness of men. 
Zophar’s interrogation to Job, “Canst thou by 
searching find out God?” is indicative of an intel- 
lectual quest. Assuredly, no man can. But the 
very essence of Christianity is a knowledge of God 
which inspires, energizes and satisfies. “This 1: 
life eternal, that they should know thee, the only 
true God, and him whom thou didst send, even Je- 
sus Christ.” ‘No man knoweth the Son save the 
Father ; neither doth any know the Father, save the 


176 An Angel of Light 


Son, and he to whom the Son willeth to reveal him.” 
The knowledge of Christ as the Son of God was 
the insatiable pursuit of St. Paul, from the first 
contact when his wondering soul cried out, “Who 
art thou?” to the testimony of his last letter “I 
know whom I have believed” (Job 11:7, John 17: 
3, Matt. 11:27, Acts.60:5).lelimot 12). 

We must have a care, lest we limit the knowl- 
edge of God to certain lines of preference. That 
may be a purely selfish longing which wants God 
for the blessing which His coming brings, and which 
does not understand the absence of the coveted boon, 
We may appropriate the love ef God. Shall we not 
revere His justice? We may claim His bounties. 
Shall we not long for Himself? As scholars in the 
school of life, are there not visions of truth which ~ 
come from lessons acquired in the dark hours of the 
night of sorrow? St. James crystallizes the pur- 
pose of God in the memorable words, “Count it all 
joy when ye fall into manifold trials; knowing that 
the proving of your faith worketh patience. And 
let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, lacking nothing” (James 1:2-4). 

Very triumphant indeed does it sound to cry, “In 
the name of the living Christ, I proclaim my health, 
my prosperity.” But are we to make of our risen 
Lord a convenience merely, a stepping stone to con- 
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quest, a contribution to our personal wealth? Has 
He no sovereign place in our lives, no throne from 
which He may administer the disposition of our 
way according to His benignant plan? Is He to 
be simply at our behest, promptly responding to our 
drafts upon His promised power? What if things 
are not right in,our lives? Must He, all the same, 
respond to our demands? Ah, there is a subtle 
something in this problem which superficial faith 
mtst miss, 

There runs thruout the entire Bible the explica- 
tion of a principle, which never varies. It is as ex- 
act as Mrs. Eddy’s supposed syllogism or sum in 
arithmetic, That principle is that when God’s peo- 
ple are out of touch with Him, they lose potency. 
Their enemies put them to shame, they hunger, they 
thirst, their homes are ravaged, Their strength is ut- 
ter weakness ;*their pride of ancestry is humbled; 
their beautiful city at last lies in ruins. God will 
never permit His own to be guilty of presumption 
towards Him, Yea, tho the children of Ephraim be 
armed and carrying bows, (Psa. 78:9, 10), they turn 
back in the day of battle. And why? “They flat- 
tered him with their mouth” (Psa. 78:36). We 
may put upon our tongues the very vernacular of 
heaven, we may cultivate the most sublime attitudes 
of mind; and yet, God may not be the power that 
seemingly hears and gratifies us. 
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Let us pursue this line of teaching a bit further. 
The experiences of the children of Israel were con- 
sequent upon their varying dispositions towards 
God. If they murmured, they fell into vexation. 
Every challenge to God thru their infidelity was met 
by some calamity which brought them to their 
knees; true, for only the present exigency, for once 
free, they pursued their self-willed course. Still, 
it was the invariable cause and effect. When at last 
they reached the land, and thru panic declared they 
were not able to enter it, they lost touch with Him 
and became a prey to their fears. Then upon re- 
covering their balance, thru rebuke, they boldly pro- 
posed to enter, withstanding the wise counsel of 
Moses that God would not now be able to lead 
them on, and were badly beaten by the Canaanites. 

Be assured that God, in revealing Himself in the 
light of the history of this nation, does not impose 
upon us the portraiture of a childish monarch, who 
pettishly inflicts wrongs, because He has been®in- 
jured by His people. Far from it. His justice is 
established. He cannot change. Even tho His own 
Son should have fallen (could such a thought be 
possible), He would have chastized Him too (II 
Sam. 7:14). That thing which He calls sin must 
forever separate Him from His people. Let us rev- 
erently bow before this august truth. In these days 
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of genial flexibility, men are expressing towards 
God a familiarity, an easy-going unconcern, a free- 
dom from solemnity, a laxity of life and manners 
that borders quite near to spiritual impudence. And 
whatever it leads to, we know it comes from the 
loss of a wholesome regard for the justice of the 
Deity. So easy is it to say there is no judgment, 
either here or hereafter. A veil is drawn over 
those parts of the Scriptures which define the fact, 
and in the exaltation of the love of God, men for- 
get. The consistent Christian, who accepts the en- 
tire Word of God, while rejoicing with joy unspeak- 
able that his redemption has been purchased by the 
Son of God, that there is no judgment for sin to 
them that are in Christ Jesus, never loses sight of 
the fact that God is above all, the Just One who 
justifies. When the Apostle would depict this char- 
acter of our loving Father, he concludes, “O the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the 
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments and his ways past finding out!” 


The Haeckelian philosophy lies at the root of the 
present world-conflagration. The doctrine that man 
is matter only and that in the perishing of the body 
all personality sinks into oblivion, made easy the 
work of the teachings of the later minds, that 
“might makes right,” and “the weak have no right 
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to live.” This atrocious propaganda, permeating 
the universities, inflaming the military caste, sodden- 
ing the clergy and benumbing the people, is an au- 
dacious assult upon the justice of God. It spurns 
the truth of the divine adjustment in the ultimate 
reach of fact and experience; it denies Him a place 
in the affairs of men. No wonder that savagery 
and lust have been let loose. No wonder that a 
bewildered humanity reaches forth groping hands 
and asks, ‘““What do we mean by God?” “How can 
we relate God to this situation?” or cries in despair, 
“Nothing is so dangerous as to believe in God.” 

But if we can believe in the divine justice, we 
may readily see the great consummation. We have 
observed that in the history of the children of Israel, 
the enemies of God’s people were used to afflict 
them. And there was always a reason. At the 
bottom of their trouble lay some departure from 
God, the correction of which was the end of the 
divine permissibility. Attila, the Hun, was termed 
by Christianity, “The Scourge of God.” Reverently 
did our fathers regard his awful invasion as the 
voice of God to them. Let us beware lest we treat 
this disposition with imperious contempt. What if 
the rule still holds? What if God has His contro- 
versy with all the nations invelved in this horrible 
conflict ? 
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We have aiso indicated that when God’s people 
were repentant, thertide turned. We must readily 
recall that the message of John the Baptist, of our 
Lord and of the Twelve was, “Repent ye.” Have 
we gotten beyond that requirement? Are we ever 
sorry, unfeignedly grieved, that anything we have 
done, left undone, thought or said has pained the 
heart of God? Do we ever stop to realize that 
what we are and do at all concerns His loving 
heart? Are we just cattle on the hillsides of life, 
to subsist and eke out our allotted span, with no re- 
lation to the mind and affection of the Deity? God 
forbid. Then, by all that is just to God, He must 
care, when we fall away from Him. We may in- 
differently recite, “Forgive our trespasses.” We 
may pray with the congregation, “Have mercy upon 
us, miserable sinners.” We should be shocked to 
hear another voice utter that statement of us; and 
much of the time, we do not seriously apply it. 
But the real, genuine spirit of our faith, that the 
miserable sinner may become a redeemed sinner 
thru the blood of the Lamb of God very slightly 
affects us. We are acquainted with terms and def- 
initions. The truth they convey we fail to grasp 
experimentally. 

Now for the wider vision of this fact. Has Eng- 
land ever repented for her shameful opium traffic 
in China? Thank God she has ceased, which is 
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much. But may not our God have an account with 
her, for that long continued and desperately griev- 
ous crime? Has Russia yet breathed a penitent 
prayer for her sin against God’s ancient race, who 
have suffered miseries untold and died millions of 
deaths? Does France realize that her infidelity is 
yet to be seen and wept over? Has professedly 
Christian America a part in this realm of penitence? 
What of our indifference to the holocaust annually 
sweeping over our land thru a legalized traffic in 
drink? What of our departure from the ideals of 
our fore-fathers,—the family altar, the sacredness 
of the marriage tie, the home religious education 
of the children, the purity of maidenhood, the faith-. 
ful maintenance of the House of God? What of our 
national lust for wealth and love of pleasure? What 
if God shall have a severe judgment against us for 
receiving with eager credulity the so-called Spirit- 
ualistic movement, in defiance of His Word? What 
if He is cut to the heart by our mad race after 
Christian Science, which repudiates sin and denies 
the efficacy of the redemption on Calvary’s cross? 
What if He has at last turned to us to answer why 
we have so complacently welcomed the completed 
medley of teachings which are contrary to His al- 
ready expressed truth? We say that England and 
France are finding their soul. Be sure that quest 
must be on the pathway of a sincere penitence for 
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past wrongs. Daniel and Nehemiah, both innocent 
of the crime, prayed with fervent petition for the 
forgiveness of the sins of their ancestors. Are the 
so-called Christian countries finding their souls by 
getting right with God? These are sober questions 
and the individual Christian has his part in their 
answering. 


We have briefly noted that in the teachings of the 
modern schools, conquest is emphasized, discipline 
ignored. The imperious will of the assertive de- 
votees will brook no interference. Humanity is 
exalted, God minimized; save as the Spirit of the 
Universe, impersonal, yet operative, unconcerned 
in the affairs of men. We have seen too, that the 
distinct and pre-eminent feature of New Testament 
Christianity is that God shall be known by His chil- 
dren, and known as a personal Father. 

This brings us to the study of the value of trial, 
which is God’s way of drawing us close to His 
heart. We can never set this truth clearly until we 
grasp two facts: First, that we are formed to be 
perfected thru a fellowship in the sufferings of 
Christ; second, that God proves His love by this 
process (Col. 1:24; Heb. 12:6). This, we must 
perceive is a very different standard from that of the 
jubilant and all-conquering systems which we have 
studied. The aim of the ideal Christian life is not 
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to obtain things from God, but to be knit into the 
very life of God by that union for which our Lord 
prayed in John 17. That union cannot be effected 
without testing. If we would claim the power of 
the resurrected Christ, we must know the secret of 
His death. This combination is expressed by the 
Apostle, “That I may know him and the power of 
his resurrection, and the fellowship of his suffer- 
ings, becoming conformed unto his death.” Again 
he claims, “Always bearing about in the body the 
dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
may be manifest in our body.” And again, “As 
dying, and behold we live; as chastened and not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, 
yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing all things.” See Phil. 3:10; II Cor. 4: 
10; 6:9, 10. We are to think it not strange con- 
cerning our fiery trial (I Peter 4:12, 13). 

Why do Christian Science and New Thought and 
Theosophy disregard this feature of Christian cul- 
ture? Because it would defeat their propaganda. 
The gay world in which we live has no patience with 
such teaching. It wants something that thrills, 
brings acquisition and popularity. And so, “the 
offence of the cross” has not ceased. It is as re- 
pugnant to our generation as it was to the Galatian 
Judaizers. This world has always hailed the gospei 
of the beautiful, the free-from-care, of selfish grati- 
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fication, of human exaltation. And these systems 
cater to the tendency. Well did Mrs. Eddy ex- 
press the situation when she said to Richard Ken- 
nedy, “I have something that the world wants.” 
The world has never wanted the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is the same world of antagonism that 
martyred the saints of old. The same world that 
stood back of the Church in her persecution of her 
own children, because they protested against the 
love of the world which was consuming the life of 
the professed Body of Christ. Be sure, be verv 
sure, that “the life hid with Christ in God’ is no 
more popular than it ever was. These cults which 
are appealing so strongly to the people of out 
day may sugar-coat their doctrines and cultivate: 
most beautiful lives, may attain to victories far 
surpassing the common experience of the true be- 
liever. It is ever thus the nature of counterfeits. 
And the simulation is most seductive. The “narrow 
way” which our Lord defined is still the way of 
holiness to the saint of God. But the hilarious world 
would have the way that is broad and comprehen- 
sive. Will the children of God ever see the decep- 
tion and arouse to the need of the hour? 


Let us then cherish the Word of God in its en- 
tirety. It is a sword (Heb. 4:12, 13) and must 
at times pierce our soul to the very quick. Amen! 
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and thanks be to God that He thinks well enough 
of us to care that we be pruned thus. And let 
this Word be the daily food upon which our spirit- 
ual life shall be sustained. Myriads of Christian 
Scientists who never before read their Bibles, now 
spend hours with Science and Health as the inter- 
pretation of their long neglected means of life. 
Let us match their infatuation with the joy which 
the Holy Spirit gives to His own. David testi- 
fied that God’s Word was “more precious than fine 
gold; sweeter than honey” (Psa. 19:10). Job ex- 
ults in his daily portion, “I have esteemed the words 
of his mouth more than my necessary food” (Job 
23:12). Jeremiah found the words of Jehovah “the 
joy and rejoicing of his heart” (Jer. 15:16). St. 
Paul admonishes us»that “the word of Christ shall 
dwell richly” in us (Col. 3:16). As we incorporate 
its precious teaching, every day finding increased 
advance in the divine life, we shall come clearly 
into the light that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day. 

Thru this Word we have life; the life that be- 
gins at the cross, radiates thru the resurrection and 
is inexhaustible in its supply. It reveals to us 
Christ as the Head of the Body, the Church, the 
fulness of Him that fills all in all (Eph. 1:18-23). 
Our Lord bids us not to live by bread only, but 
by this Word (Matt. 4:4). It effectually works in 
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us who believe (I Thess. 2:13). If God did reach 
and culture His people thru their sicknesses, it was 
He who healed them. And tho, when everything 
else fails, He may have to permit us to fall into dis- 
ease, let us be certified that He only waits to have 
us turn to Him and be restored. If in exceptional 
cases, perpetual invalidism is permitted, or death 
comes instead of cure, He will show in His own 
time why. For there must always be the after- 
ward of His promising (Heb. 12:11). 

The quickening of the indwelling Lord Jesus, 
which is just as real in our physical as our spiritual 
being, must ever be in response to His sovereignty. 
If worldliness, selfishness or doubt invade us, that 
life will leave us to our own resources. We may 
not know the line that divides the two estates. All 
we can say, thru the light of His Word is that un- 
broken communion with Him is our safeguard. 
There may be a perpetual consciousness of His 
keeping and care. If we hold to this divine criterion 
of spirituality, we shall find our recuperation and 
energy both different and superior to the self-life 
we have lived. And it will always hold us close to 
Him. Any invasion of peace and well-being will 
come to be the signal that rings a warning to call 
us to our knees. And would we always have it 
thus? Can we endure such a life? If so, then truly 
we shall find fellowship with the Apostle who said, 
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and could say it every day and hour, “I live; and 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20). 


’Tis well that the New Thought people are chal- 
lenging us to match their “Silent Hour.” God can 
use that for our good. It may be He is calling us 
away from the diversified and often fruitless activr- 
ties of the later day church life. The average ser- 
mon of our day, as we must allow, lacks the 
power of persuasiveness. Are we not to think ser- 
iously of the life of worship, of contemplation, of 
vital communion with God? If we have been say- 
ing prayers, it becomes us to learn to pray with the 
understanding and power. We recall how tempes- 
tuous Elijah, driven by Jezebel into the wilderness, 
found himself in Horeb, where thru the wind, the 
earthquake and the fire, he saw his mission exempli- 
fied. But it was only when he heard the “voice of 
gentle stillness” that God could again commission 
him. The Psalmist has laid upon us the injunction 
in his own experience, “My soul is silent unto God” 
(Psa. 62:1, 5). This in answer to God’s own charge, 
“Be still and know that Iam God” (Psa. 46:10). 

In all things, then, let Him have the pre-eminence. 
Let every thought be brought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ. Surrender to the spirit and 
power of Gethsemane; that dying to self-seeking no 
barrier to His control may exist, Let us learn to 
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yield to Him in all things and make the time “to 
think of God; to listen to God; to speak with God; 
to love God.” 

The life that is thus surrendered to Him will rise 
and grow into the comprehension of the divine will. 
To this end the dear Holy Spirit of God works in 
the saints of all ages. See Eph. 5:17, 18; Col. 1:9. 
Huxley, after the many years of combatting Chris- 
tianity, drew to the close of his stormy days with 
this confession, “I have found rest in the convic- 
tion, that after all, the best end for us is to abide in 
the will of the Infinite.’ How much he missed by 
not finding that truth sooner ! 

The constant and joyous incorporation of the 
Scriptures of God will reveal to us His benign pur- 
pose in our destiny. It will liberate us too from 
the suspicions which may have marred our peace 
as we have mourned over facts in our experience 
which we could not control. We shall blessedly 
rise into the consciousness that not an event in our 
sad life, not a hindrance nor a hampering, but He 
foresaw. For all saints as well as himself cried the 
Apostle, “In all these things we are more than con- 
querors” (Rom, 8:37). We trace the Lord’s own 
way and find Him confident in the will of God, from 
that opening confession of His consecration, “I 
come to do thy will” to the mysterious garden pray- 
er (Psa. 40:7, 8; John 4:34; 6:38; 8:29; Luke 22: 
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42). The same spirit possesses us as we cast our 
all upon Him in a full and grateful abandonment. 
Let come what will, His way will ever be best. 


“I worship thee, sweet Will of God! 
And all thy ways adore; 

And every day I live, I seem 
To love thee more and more. 


“Thou wert the end, the blessed rule 
Of our Saviour’s toils and tears; 

Thou wert the passion of His life 
Those three and thirty years. 


“And He hath breathed into my soul 
A special love of thee 

A love to lose my will in His, 
And by that: loss be free. 


“T love to kiss each print where thou 
Hast set thine unseen feet; 
cannot fear thee, blessed Will; 
Thine empire is so sweet. 


es 


“T have no cares O blessed Will! 
For all my cares are thine; 

live in triumph, Lord for thou 
Hast made Thy triumphs mine. 


— 


“Ride on, ride on triumphantly, 
Thou glorious Will! ride on; 
Faith’s pilgrim sons behind thee take 
The road that thou hast gone.” 


F. W. Faser. 
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